
hav e ;> 

; e "^ ft'.'*. 

[ later thi rl “iin 1 . ' 

,en na\ .7, n»,> 
•all. thj. . ■ i Vi. ' 

j. _ rh? niv\ i 1 f> 

j n ' n il Ihr, '""kl-r 
1 °*t't reuL "tin : 

*miunr„ r 

. P'at t 

’peni^n 'hr r'- 

5 7 , l't the a"' 1 '*]. 

att *r ai if le 7 ll '“>'t' 
* al1 - > I. 

TiotnasK^n h, I- 

,K ‘- Sl: ' <fcr nil ,J **v 

tchi-i, 1 ;: 

n„* 7 

1 -JU. 


■'Hi 
111 r> 


0nv - Ad., l, J 

llere ^.r eri , % ^ 

iockefe/^rs 

’ r ' dnd - (! 'au«li U . r 

° pia > l-e'viast, 

' IE ' V YORK ( W 

^ockerclier — ' 
anack ln Z^”. 
us .'cun: hin,^ ** 
°P'a.' ihf pan 


) 


heatre 
’tockeVei l> 
roupe 


;;v 

~~ * 

<■ ? 


"F* f^“- 

... -ailed “b^. 
vhjch u W . j p, j!liul ; 

*?" at Su w *: 
T alt tlii. 1 
* "^inatu % 

u> decided i„ jjj ; • 
W UDcj 

ion> bcJ^fcr.L-,. 

lOniter i- : ‘'Irjjuf 1 

Tripp -I"- »j: ! JV .v 
illegc J at^ir v.^h t 
3ill Cl nil., mi 

Church urges 
British MPs iu 
set an e\anip!t 

LOM'm i\ _ y,: 
head ■ i i ; *r (. ' 

£ns!^ - : 

Pnn*»tf V| T 'Pi (r- 
it >r /<> i • • . . i ■■.* >; . - 

exumcie ■>■ TMn.-: 2 ?r.. - 
rhe 'oiM.ty p.jn.-.:.- 
SlinJjv 7i.fi: ' ,’sp.Wii ?: 
ArthN-ii. r .■; Ca'uv 

GCOi'CC C xV- II-.* • liC. 1 .' 

3 i-iir cr-.p'. —snj .•«•■' 
trial ::nni'[rr. jc vy. 
their -•*■■*■■ 

abn d j •••:• -w- 

i> r j : ;’r • . 

in>ti:cii>->< ■.•■ r-iiTiJi' -* 
rejvn vnJ 
the wilt!:." ■■■ -•• ‘ u - 

the 

of -2. >\ wTii'irru’ ‘ 

Foretell V-«t^ f:,f 
O ^ 

W!li. fl-- '. r .V. IJ " 


T'Jki - 


I-. V- 




Britain sends submarine 
to the Gulf — press 

IjONDON ( AFP) — - A British nuclear submarine has 

bCCn w n !i? l r hc G , uIf ^ pan of the miliuifv hui Id-up 
assembled by London and Washington aeain'si ih c » r 
regime, it was reponed Tuesday. The m^s-scliine Sun 
newspaper said HMS Spartan’s role would he S rivC 
ff y warD ; n - f Iraqi Irtiacbf. Later the Ministry" of 
Defence refused to confirm the repon »vinc the move- 
ment of submannes were never discus^Britain his 
ate^ysem Uje daft oricr HMS toSTS 
two other warships to the Gulf. A second carrier HMS 
s ^mioned off Gibraltar to respond if need 
ed. On Monday. Bnush Foreign Minisier Robin Cook 
repeated m the House of Commons that while the «ov- 
ernment was still seeking a diplomatic solution " we 
have not, nor will we. rule out force.” 
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Sudan’s draft constitution 
includes multi-party system 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan’s draft institution 
adopted by a commission will include provisions enshrin- 
ing a multi-party system and freedom of assembly. pr^- s 
reports said Tuesday, though the text faces further hur- 
dles. The government-appointed constitutional commis- 
sion, after a heated debate on Monday, passed the provi- 
sion with an overwhelming majority-, contradicting pasi 
avowed policy of the current junta and its Islamist bank- 
ers. The provision gives citizens the right to establish 
political, social, cultural and trade organisations within 
“sound leeal arrangements.” 10 be deiermined by the con- 
stitution itself. The draft constitution is m be submitted w 
the head of state. President Omar AJ Bashir, who is to put 
it, in turn, to the national assembly (parliament j lor debate 
before a national plebiscite in the coming months. 
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Jordan will not allow refugees 
from Iraq into its territories 

Prince Hassan: Military escalation would have destructive 
consequences not only on Iraq but the region as a whole 


By Taretj Ayyoub 
Special 10 ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan will not 
allow Iraqi refugees to enter its 
territory if the U.S. launches an 
attack on Iraq. Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi said Tuesday. 

The minister was respond- 
ing to news reports that Jordan 
has discussed with the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) plans 
to accommodate possible 
refugees from Iraq. 

Dr. Mutawi however, con- 
firmed (hat Jordan has made 
an agreement with the 
UNHCR and other interna- 
tional agencies to help assist 
the refugees “only on the Iraqi 
side of the border." 

Also yesterday. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. the Regent, met with the 
secretary general of the French 
foreign ministry, Bertrand 
Dufourcq, who was on his 
way to Baghdad. Jordan News 
Agency, fttra. reported 
Petra quoted Prince Hassan 
as telling Mr. Dufourcq that 
any military escalation “would 
have a destructive conse- 
quence not only on Iraq but 
also the region as a whole.” 
The Crown Prince said that 
Jordan will continue its efforts 
with the all concerned parties 


to reach a breakthrough to the 
deadlock, resulting from Iraq's 
refusal to allow U.N. weapons 
inspectors to enter presidential 
palaces. 

Mr. Dufourcq. briefed 
Prince Hassan on France's 
stand on the crisis and Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac's keen- 
ness to resolve the deadlock. 

Petra quoted the French 
envoy, who arrived in Bagh- 
dad late Tuesday aboard a 
French plane, as telling Prince 
Hassan that his "country 
“prefers a diplomatic solution 
to the crisis that would easure 
Iraq's compliance with U.N. 
resolutions.” 

The Turkish news agency 
Anatolia meanwhile 

announced Tuesday that the 
UN. Sanctions Committee 
has authorised Turkish Foreign 
Minister Ismail Ceni to fly to 
Baghdad through northern 
Iraq for talks on ihc crisis with 
Iraqi officials. 

Dr. Mutaw-i said Jordan's 
decision to prevent refugees 
from entering the country u-as 
taken “to avoid any repetition 
of what happened in 1991,” 
when Jordan received more 
than 13 million people from 
different nationalities who fled 
from Kuwait and Iraq. 

The Ministry of Interior is 
coordinating with international 
agencies to assist in case hos- 



Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, welcomes French President Jacques Chirac's envoy 
Bertrand Dufourcq at the Royal Palace in Amman on Tuesday. Mr. Dufourcq left 
Amman for Baghdad on a special U.N. sanctioned flight on Tuesday in an attempt to per- 
suade Iraq to cooperate with U.N. weapons inspectors (Reuters photo) 


tilities break out and force peo- 
ple to flee Iraq, the minister 
said following a Cabinet ses- 
sion. 

“The Ministry of Interior has 
issued instructions [to the con- 
cerned departments! to deal 
with the expected refugee 


problem with every possible 
humanitarian effort that can be 
made in the border area,” he 
added. 

The minister denied that 
there was a deployment of 
troops at the borders with Iraq 
but only "security preparations 


to deal with any urgent cir- 
cumstances that might result 
from a military strike." 

Jn a television interview 
broadcast on JTV 00 Monday, 
Prince Hassan said thai 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq invites congressmen to Baghdad, 
Russia declares shifts in Iraqi position 

The USA, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the Palestinian Authority are ‘one mind ' 
on need to resolve crisis diplomatically — Albright 


Combined! agency 
dispatches 

THE IRAQI parliament has 
invited members of the U.S. 
Congress to accompany 
weapons experts on visits to 
presidential palaces, the Iraqi 
News Agency HNA) report- 
ed Tuesday. 

INA. quoting Nizar Ham- 
doon, Iraq's ambassador to 
the United Nations, said the 
Iraqi National Assembly has 
sent an invitation to the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
and Senate to- visit "the peo- 
ple’s presidential palaces for 
any length of time.” 

Mr. Ha/ndoon conveyed 
the invitation to Newt Gin- 
grich, speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, it 
said. 

■The Iraqi invitation 
expresses readiness to 
receive at the people's 
palaces the congressional 
delegation and the technical 
experts, chosen by the dele- 
gation, at any time and for 
any length of time.” INA 
said. 

Russia insisted on Tuesday 
it had made progress in 
efforts to persuade Iraq to 
comply with U.N. demands 
and head off the prospect of 
U.S. military action. 

But confusion remained 
about the substance of Russ- 
ian envoy Viktor Posuva- 
lyufc's talks in Iraq after 
Baghdad denied Russian 
reports that Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein had agreed 
to open eight new presiden- 
tial sites to U.N. arms inspec- 
tors. 

Kremlin spokesman Sergei 


Yasirzhembsky told a news 
briefing: “The mission of the 
special representative. 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
PosuvaJyuk. is continuing 
and is bringing positive 
results.” 

He added: “There are shifts 
in the Iraqi position which 
mean movement lowanis 
meeting the demands of the 
world community. We hope 
this will make it possible to 
continue implementing U.N. 
resolutions on destruction of 
weapons of mass destruction 
in Iraq.” 

So far only Britain has 
given unequivocal backing to 
the U.S. campaign. British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said on Tuesday: "This isn't 
Britain Jinking itself with 
U.S. policy. This is British 
policy. We want Saddam 
Hussein dealt with." 

The United States and key 
Arab countries are of "one 
mind” on the need 10 resolve 
the Iraq- U.N. crisis diplo- 
matically. U.S. Secretary or 
Stale Madeleine Albright 
said on Tuesday. 

“On Iraq today I can say 
that the USA. Egypt, Jordan. 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the Palestinian 
Authority are one mind.” Ms. 
Albright said at a press con- 
ference after talks in Cairo 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Ms. Albright was speaking 
on the final leg of a Middle 
East tour aimed at drumming 
up support for a possible 
U.S. military strike against 
Iraq if it fails to open up pres- 
idential sites to U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 


“This crisis has been creat- 
ed by Iraqi defiance. We pre- 
fer to resolve it diplomatical- 
ly but if diplomacy fails, 
responsibility for the grave 
consequences that will fol- 
low will lie at the feet of the 
government of Iraq” Ms. 
Albright said. 

In Bahrain earlier on Tues- 
day, Ms. Albright expressed 
confidence dial the U .S . 
would have “all the coopera- 
tion we need” from Gulf 
stales in tire event that mili- 
tary action against Iraq 
became necessary. 


“I liave had very positive 
support whether from King 
Hussein, the emir here, or 
Kuwait or Saudi Arabia for 
what we are seeking." she 
said after talks with the emir 
Sheikh Isa Ben Sulman AI 
Khalifa, and other officials. 

But an American request to 
use Saudi bases in the event 
of military action was left 
unresolved. “The crown 
prince took the military 
issues on board*' and would 
discuss them ftirther with 

(Continued on page 7) 


‘Annan’s proposal seeks 
to weaken Iraqi position’ 

BAGHDAD ( AFP) — Iraq said Tuesday a proposed increase in its oil 
sales under the U.N. oU-Jbr-fuixJ deal was an attempt 10 weaken its 
demands for a lifting of the economic cmfxugo imposed over the 1 990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

An information ministry spokesman, reacting to UN. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan's ofler 10 allow Iraq to sell more oil, said such an 
increase was ; timed at weakening Iraq's campaign for a lifting of the 
economic embargo. 

“An increase in crude sales under the oil-fic- food deai would weak- 
en Iraq's demand for a lifting of the unfair embargo." the official INA 
news agency quoted the spokesman as saying. 

“Despite the good intentions of Secretary General Kofi Annan, this 
rccommendiition i.% based on American and perhaps British plans to 
Steal mote than 50 per cent of Iraq's oil resources as is the case in the 
oil*for-food deal," the spokesman said. 

“The solution is to 10 U 1 I lifting of the embargo as quickly us possible." 
The 1 5 members of the UN. Security Council oil Monday welcomed 
Mr. Aimn’s proposal to raise Iraqi oil sales from £2 Nllirni eveiy six 
months 10 $5.2 billion. 

Of the total, 53-55 billion, compared with $13 billion currently, 
would fa used u> meet Iraq’s urgent humanitarian needs while M) per 
cent would go towards a Kuwait compensation fund and four per cent 
would finance the work of UN. agencies such as the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOMl on disuniting Iraq. 


Israel launches 
anti-panic 
campaign over 
Iraqi threat 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
government launched a public 
relations campaign Tuesday to 
fight rising popular anxiety 
over the possibility that Iraq 
could attack the country with 
chemical or bacteriological 
weapons. 

After days of hesitating over 
how to respond publicly to 
fears Iraq might strike Israel if 
attacked by the United Slates 
in the dispute over U.N. 
weapons inspections, officials 
came out Tuesday to state that 
the likelihood of Iraqi aggres- 
sion was minimal. 

"The possibility that Iraq will 
attack us is very small and we 
have enough time to complete 
preparations to ensure the 
security of the population.” 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said on Israel pub- 
lic radio. 

“Iraq's capabilities to reach 
Israel with any kind of missiles 
arc judged to be almost zero, 
but no gov ernment can take a 
chance even if it's one in a mil- 
lion," Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
spokesman. David Bar-Ulan. 
told AFP. 

He said Mr. Netanyahu 
would issue a similar statement 
later in the day to counter pub- 
lic alarm, which be said was 
“wholly whipped up by the 
media.” 

Other officials noted that Iraq 
had issued no threat to attack 
Israel, as it did during the 1991 
Gulf war when 39 Iraqi Scuds 
hit Israel kilting two persons. 

Mr. Netanyahu's administra- 
tion had come under sharp crit- 
icism for taking a low profile 
over ihc Iraqi crisis as public 
anxieties soared, sending thou- 
sands of people to army cen- 
tres to pick up gas masks and 
other protective equipment 
a gainst biological and chemi- 
cal arms. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Pharmacist killed, another injured 
in two separate attacks in Amman 


By Rana Husstini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — One pharmacist 
was killed in Jubal AI Nasser 
and another severely injured in 
Jahal Taj. a few kilometres 
away, last night. 

Ftirouq Maihas, 37. owner of 
Wadi Al Nasser Pharmacy was 
found dead behind his counter 
at around 7:00 pan. last night 
with one bullet wound to the 
forehead, coroners w ho exam- 
ined the scene of dime told 
reporters. 

An hour later, police were 
culled to investigate a similar 
attack in Jabai Taj. only three 
kilometres away, in which 
Abed Ali. 50. owner of Doha 
Pharmacy was shot in the 
shoulder by an unidentified 
man. 

Eyewitnesses in Jabai Al 
Nasser told the Jordan Tunes 


that Mr. Maihas’ body was dis- 
covered lying on the floor of 
his shop by a neighbour who 
informed police. 

One eyewitness said he was 
walking past Dalia Pharmacy 
when he saw a man from 
behind waving a pistol at the 
pharmacist then shooting at 
him. 

"The man shot .Abed [Alii 
once and when he tried to shoot 
again he apparently ran out of 
bullets so he pushed him 
against the counter glass and 
lied the scene," the witness 
said. 

"I ran after him for almost 
1,000 metres, but he was too 
fast and 1 lost him," he said. 

.Another witness told the Jor- 
dan Times he heard Mr. Ali 
screaming for help, then “he 
came ora of his pharmacy 
holding his left shoulder an d 
his face lull of blood.” 


Officials present at the crime 
scene refused to comment on 
what they thought the motives 
behind the attacks, but hinted 
that both attacks could be relat- 
ed 

Criminal Prosecutor I mad 
Kilani. Pathologist Mo' men 
Hadidi were holding initial 
investigations. 

Neighbours described the 
two victims as bring liked by 
everybody. Those interviewed 
by reporters said they did not 
think any of them had enemies. 

In October of 1994. three 
pharmacists were killed in 
Rawand, Suad and Wadi Saqra 
pharmacies, in incidents tiiar 
triggered panic within the com- 
munity' that a killer was target- 
ing pharmacists. Officials then 
said that theft or drugs were the 
motives behind the killings but 
no one was arrested in connec- 
tion with these murders. 


Paper confiscations are delaying 
tactic — newspaper publishers 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordon Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Publishers 
Tuesday accused the gov- 
ernment of delaying the 
implementation of" last 
week's High Court press 
law ruling after police 
confiscated all issues of a 
weekly that recently 
resumed publication. 

Police on Monday 
ordered the confiscation of 
a II copies of AI Haivaderh 
AI Sa’a weekly, which 
printed its first post-ruling 
edition following the Jan. 
26 court decision that last 
May’s press revisions 
resulting in the revocation 
of weeklies’ licences were 
unconstitutional. 

“The government’s main 
objective is to put off the 
implementation of the rul- 
ing.” said Tajeddine 
Hroub. publisher of Al 
Hawadeth Al Sa'a. “The 
government's legal view is 
wrong and we have a big 
question mark over its 
knowledge of the law." 

AI Hawadeth Al Sa'a 
was one of 13 weeklies 
banned last September 
under the amendments to 
the 1993 press law. criti- 
cised at home and abroad 
for stifling freedom of 
expression. 


Article 19 welcomes High Court j 
decision on temporary press law 


AMMAN (J.T) — Article 19 
has welcomed the High 
Court's recent ruling (hat the 
controversial May 1997 
amendments to the press law 
were unconstitutional because 
they were enacted without Par- 
liament’s ratification. 

In a petition to His Majesty- 
King Hussein, the London- 
based press freedom group on 
Tuesday urged the government 
to "annul all decisions taken 
against journalists on the basis 
of that law. including die minis- 
terial decision which resulted 
in the effective banning of 13 
weekly newspapers." 

Article 19 said the court's 
decision offered rhe govern- 
ment an opportunity to draft a 
new press law in consultation 
with journalists and die Jordan- 
ian Press Association (JPA) in 
order to “guarantee the funda- 
mental rights 10 freedom of 
expression and access to inlbr- 


mution according to Jordan's 
international human rights 
obligations and Constitution." 

Article 1 9 recommended dint 
the new draft law abolish any 
form of licensing regime, can- 
cel mandatory membership in 
the JPA as a condition to prac- 
tice journalism, strip the Press 
and Publications Department 
of its censorship power, and 
divest the government of its 
monopoly over radio and tele- 
vision. as well as its ownership 
in the press establishments. 

“Article 19 believes that only 
an open and public dialogue 
between the government and 
civil society iastitutions con- 
cerned with human rights and 
freedom of expression can help 
improve the human rights and 
democratic situation in Jordan 
and contribute to the advent of 
a modem and democratic press 
and publications lav..” the. state- 
ment concluded. 


The Ministry of informa- 
tion and the Press and 
Publications Department 
ordered the confiscation 
after the government said 
that all weeklies which 
intended to resume publi- 
cation must apply for a 


new licence under the 
1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law. 

“The government has not 
yet been informed through 


(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians call on U.S. to 
put more pressure on Israel 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinians demanded Tues- 
day that the United States act 
“more seriously" to pressure 
Israel to back off its hardline 
stance in the peace process, 
saying so far U.S. efforts had 
produced no results. 

“So far the U.S. efforts have 
had no noticeable results 
because Israel continues to 
escape its responsibilities 
under [ self- rule j agreements," 
said Nabil Abu Rudeina, a top 
aide to Palestinian President 
Yasser ArafaL 

"The United States musr 
take its responsibilities more 
serioudy and pressure the 
Israeli government to imple- 
ment its commitmeras.’’ he 
told journalists. 

VS. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright met over 
the weekend with Mr. Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu but 
failed to push through propos- 
als on a promised Israeli troop 
withdrawal in the Wed Bank 
which Is at [he centre of the 
deadlock in the peace process. 

During her meetings, she 
berated both leaders, telling 
them she was “sick and tired" 


Arafat worried Iraq crisis complicating peace 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser .Ararat said 
Monday that the mounting crisis over Iraq was bound to compli- 
cate the region's stalled peace process. “The crisis is going 10 com- 
plicate the situation in die Middle East peace process" he told jour- 
nalists after meeting U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright in 
litis West Bank town. Ms. Albright also met Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem earlier Monday in her efforts to 
get the peace process out of its 10-month impasse. Mr. Netanyahu 
said: “What’s happening in the Gulf shows very well whai son of 
Middle East we are Jiving in." Israeli and Palestinian delegates are 
to travel to Washington next week to resume negotiations' 


of them blaming each other for 
the 10-month deadlock with- 
out •‘taking the tough deci- 
sions,” according 10 the Israeli 
press. 

The only progress made dur- 
ing her mission was a promise 
by both sides to send delega- 
tions 10 Washington for further 
talks next week. 

But the Israeli press dis- 
missed the step, saying low- 
level delegations were unlikely 
to lead to any breakthrough 
after both Ms. Albright and 
US. President Bill Clinton 
jailed to budge either side in 
direct talks with both Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu 
over the past month. 

In iheir talks on Sunday. Mr. 


Arafat outright rejected U.S. 
ideas presented by Ms. 
Albright for a step-by-step 
troop withdrawn! by Israel tied 
to Palestinian moves to fight 
anti-Israeli militants, a Pales- 
tinian official said. 

Ml Abu Rudeina said Tues- 
day the Palestinians “were 
studying U.S. ideas,” but gave 
no details. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment continues to insist the 
Palestinians meet a Jong list of 
pre-conditions before it will 
conduct a pullback and have 
demanded the Palestinians 
forgo a later stage of redeploy- 
ment due later this year under 
self-rule accords. 
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Algerian troops kill 70 rebels, 
15 civilians slain in road attack 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces have killed 
70 suspected rebels in 
operations across the 
country and 15 civilians 
were slain in a road attack, 
security sources and news- 
papers reported Tuesday. 

Government forces said 
“terrorists" killed 15 civil- 
ians ou Monday on a road 
in Ain Djedje area in the 
western province of Tlem- 
cen 7 400 kilometres from 
the capital. Algiers. 

The security forces, in a 
statement issued late Mon- 
day night on the official 
Algerian news agency 
APS, said a “terrorist 


group” — the term used by 
the authorities for rebels 
— r killed the 15 civilians 
as they were travelling in 
three vehicles. It gave no 
more details. 

.In the neighbouring 
province of Mascara, 
troops had killed 36 rebels 
over the past four days and 
were besieging up to 50 
more guerrillas, said Al 
Khabar newspaper 

Thirty-four rebels, 
including 10 in one village 
called Axnarchia, south of 
Algiers, had also been 
killed in other military 
operations in the same 
period, said Al Khabar and 


La Tribune. 

Al Khabar said tanks 
bombarded Amarchia and 
troops then moved in to 
take over the area, which 
the rebels'had turned into a 
base after forcing residents 
to leave last June. 

The newspaper said the 
10 rebels who were killed 
on Monday were members 
of a group who massacred 
131 villagers in the nearby 
hamlet of Sidi Hamed 
early in January. 

Government troops have 
killed more than 100 
rebels recently in opera- 
tions throughout Algeria 
following a spate of mas- 


sacres of civilians, accord- 
ing to local newspapers. 

About 1,300 civilians 
died in massacres between 
Christmas and the end of 
the Muslim Holy Month of 
Ramadan last week. 

The government blamed 
Islamist rebels for the car- 
nage. 

According to Western 
estimates, more than 
65,000 people, including 
rebels, civilians and secu- 
rity force members, have 
died in Algeria since early, 
1992, when the authorities 
cancelled a general elec- 
tion in which Islamists had 
taken a commanding lead. 


Top Turkish general visits Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
commander of Turkey’s 
Land forces began a four- 
day visit to Israel on Tues- 
day that underscored 
deepening defence ties 
between the two Middle 
Eastern military powers. 

Israeli defence analysts 
said discussions on the 
crisis with Iraq were 
bound to figure in the visit 
by Turkish General 
Huseyin Kivrikoglu, 
though the timing of his 
trip was coincidental. 

Gen. Kivrikoglu is 
scheduled to hold talks 
with Israeli Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai 
and Chief of Staff Amnon 
Shahak, Israeli military 
sources said. 

He is also due to visit the 
Israeli army ground forces 
command, its technology 
and logistics branch and 
the air force, and will tour 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial. 

Recent close ties 
between the Jewish state 
and NATO member 
Turkey, overwhelmingly 
Muslim but officially sec- 
ular, have alarmed many 
Arab states. 

The two countries held - 
their first joint naval exer- 


cises with the United 
States in the eastern 
Mediterranean last month. 

Iraq, Iran and Syria con- 
demned the drills, in 
which the participants 
rehearsed search and res- 
cue procedures, as a threat 
to regional security. 

A military accord 
between Israel and Turkey 
in 1996 allowed Israeli air 
force planes to train in 
Turkish airspace and 
opened the door to lucra- 
tive arms deals that could 
top SI billion. 

Israel is already upgrad- 
ing Turkey’s two 
squadrons of F-4 fighter 
planes and is bidding for 
other modernisation pro- 
jects. 

The Turkish news 
agency Anatolia said on 
Monday that Gen. 
Kivrikoglu ’s visit would 
also involve discussions 
on a possible Turkish pur- 
chase of Israeli Merkava 
tanks 

Turkish and other news- 
papers have reported 
negotiations for the joint 
manufacture. of as gs^ r 

1,000 Merkava Mark III 
tanks and an advanced 
version of the Israeli Pop- ■ 
eye air-to-ground missile. 


Efraim Inbar. an Israeli 
strategic affairs analyst, 
said he expected assess- 
ments of the crisis with 
Iraq to figure in Gen. 
-Kivrikoglu ’s talks “as part 
of the ongoing strategic 
dialogue.” 

‘To some extent we have 
differing views. The 
Israelis back the Ameri- 
cans while Turkey is try- 
ing to play some mediat- 
ing role," Mr. lubar said. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem is expected to 
travel to Baghdad on 
Wednesday for talks with 
the Iraqi leadership on the 
crisis with Washington 
over U.N. arms inspec- 
tions. 

The United States has 
warned Baghdad it is pre- 
pared to unleash a military 
strike from a force of 30 
ships and 300 warplanes it 
has assembled in the Gulf 
if Iraq does not provide 
unrestricted access to 
weapons inspectors. 

Turkey backed the U.S.- 
led coalition that drove 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait 
ip Jhje 1991 Gulf war. but it 
has since complained of 
huge financial losses as a 
result of U.N. sanctions on 
Baghdad. 


Israel 
arrests 22 
suspected 
Islamic 
militants 



HOUSE DEMOLISHED: An Israeli policeman pushes Raed Samhan away as an Israeli bulldozer demolishes his 
family’s house Tuesday in the West Bank village of Ras Karakar. The Israelis claimed Mr. Samhan s house was 
demolished because it was built without a building licence (Reuters photo) 


Iranian official begins visit to Syria, Lebanon 


Arafat orders early release of activists 
jailed for involvement in bombings 


GAZA CITY (AP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat has ordered the 
early release of two 
activists jailed for involve- 
ment in a January 1995 
bombing that killed 21 
Israelis, Palestinian offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Aziz Shami and Omar 
Shalah were convicted in a 
Palestinian military court 
in April 1995 for planning 
and involvement in a sui- 
cide bombing at a hitch- 
hiking post for Israeli sol- 
diers north of Tel Aviv. 

Palestinian Prison 


Authority Chief Hamdi 
Rifi said the two men — 
members of Islamic Jihad 
— were included on a list 
of 31 prisoners Mr. Arafat 
was granting pardons or 
early releases to as pan of 
festivities for the Muslim 
‘Eid, which marks the end 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Shami will be released 
next year, after serving 
four years of his 15-year 
sentence. Shalah will be 
released in four months, 
after serving three years of 
his 25-year sentence, his 


family said. 

There was no official 
explanation for the early 
releases. Palestinian 
human rights activist Eyad 
Sarraj said the men had 
been wrongly charged and 
were innocent of the 
bombing. He said another 
Palestinian man held by 
Israel is considered to be 
behind the bombing and 
not these two. 

The two will not be 
released immediately 
because they are still serv- 
ing time for their member- 
ship in Islamic Jihad. 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
The Israeli army arrested 22 
Palestinians during Muslim 
holidays over the past four 
days for suspected links to 
Islamist groups, a Palestin- 
ian security official said 
Tuesday. 

Most of the 22 were arrest- 
ed at Israeli checkpoints 
around die West Bank towns 
of Ramallah and Bethlehem 
as they travelled for family 
visits during the four-day 
*Eid Al Fitr. which ended the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
the official told AFP. 

They were seized on susr 
picion of belonging to the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) or Islamic 
Jihad, said the official, a 
member of the Palestinian’ 
security liaison with the 
Israeli army, who. asked not 
to be named. 

Israel has arrested hun- 
dreds of Palestinians on sus- 
picion of links to Islamist 
groups since two Hamas sui- 
cide bombings in Jerusalem 
in July and September 
which killed 21 Israelis. 

Hamas and the smaller 
Jihad group have rejected 
Palestinian self-rule accords 
with Israel and have con- 
ducted a campaign of vio- 
lence which has killed 
scores of Israelis since 1994. 


DAMASCUS (AP) — 
Iran's parliament speaker. 
Ali Akbar Nateq-Nouri, 
arrived here Tuesday to 
discuss developments in 
the region. 

Iran's Islamic Republic 
News Agency said Mr. 
Nateq-Nouri would 

remain in Syria for three 
days and then visit 
Lebanon for two days. 

Mr. Nateq-Nouri will 
discuss economic issues 


with Syrian and Lebanese 
officials as well as the cri- 
sis between Iraq and the 
United Nations over U.N. 
weapons inspections. 

“We condemn U.S. mili- 
tary intervention... Any 
military step against Iraq 
is rejected and unreason- 
able,” Mr. Nateq-Nouri 
told reporters here. 

He said he would talk 
with Syrian officials 
about setting up an inter- 


parliamentary union for 
Islamic nations. 

Iranian officials in Dam- 
ascus said a number of 
economic agreements 
aimed at establishing joint 
projects in Syria will be 
signed during Mr. Nateq- 
Nouri's visit. 

Iran has warm relations 
with Syria, which sup- 
ported it during the 1980- 
88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Iran backs Hizbollah, 


the main Shiite Islamist 
guerrilla group fighting- to 
oust Israeli forces from 
southern Lebanon. 

Shiites are a minority, in 
most of the Arab world, 
where Sunni Muslims pre- 
dominate, but they are the 
majority in Iran and the 
largest single religious 
sect in Lebanon. There are 
1.2 million Shiites in 
Lebanon, and most Irani- 
ans are Shiites. 


Argentine president voices support for U.S. peace efforts 


BEIRUT (AP) — Argen- 
tine President Carlos 
Menem voiced support 
Monday for U.S. peace 
efforts in the Middle East. 
, Mr. Menem arrived here 
Monday- for a ' three-day 
visit. 

“My government is con- 
tinuing its policy of sup- 
porting the international 
community’s efforts to 
reach a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Middle East 
conflict"” Mr. Menem said 
at a dinner hosted by 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi. 

He said the peace 
process must continue and 
“in this framework, we 
support the efforts of the 


U.S. president which will 
definitely have positive 
results on the region.” 

Israel's peace talks with 
the Palestinians. Syria and 
Lebanon Jbave been .dead-:. , 
locked T6r i ne&rly i ! twd J 
years. Arab states have 
accused Benyamin 

Netanyahu, Israel's hard- 
line prime minister, of 
reneging on the land-for- 
peace accords signed by 
his predecessor, Shimon 
Peres. 

The dinner followed 
talks between Mr. Hrawi 
and Mr. Menem which 
focused on boosting bilat- 
eral relations and restart- 
ing Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations. said 


Lebanese officials, speak- 
ing on condition of 
anonymity. 

Mr. Hrawi vowed to con- 
tinue efforts to end the 
. Israeli . occupation, of a 
' border enclave in southern 
Lebanon. 

“We are steadfast in our 
attempt to liberate our 
land and to extend our fall 
sovereignty over the 
Lebanese territory,” he 
said at the dinner. 

Mr. Hrawi also told Mr. 
Menem that Lebanon 
wants to expand economic 
relations and to promote 
investments with Argenti- 
na. 

“We look forward to 
enhancing commercial. 


cultural and tourist rela- 
tions” he said. 

Later. Mr. Hrawi award- 
ed Mr. Menem — whose 
family is of Syrian origin 
.the medal of the, 
Lebanese Order of Merit* 
of the extraordinary grade 
in appreciation of Argenti- 
na’s support for Lebanon. 

Trade between Lebanon 
and Argentina soared from 
$13 million in 1995 to 
more than $36 million in 
1996. the Beirut newspa- 
per Al Diyar reported 
Monday. 

Mr. Menem will next 
visit Egypt, where he is to 
inaugurate a nuclear reac- 
tor built with Argentine 
technology. 


‘Traitor,’ ‘murderer’ spray-painted on Rabin memorial 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Van- 
dals spray-painted 
“Rabin is a traitor, 
Rabin is a murderer ,” on 
a Jerusalem memorial to 
slain Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin on 


Tuesday, and a militant 
Jewish group claimed 
responsibility for the 
act. 

Rabin was assassinat- 
ed at a November 1995 
peace rally in Tel Aviv 


by a Jewish extremist. 

The outlawed anti.- 
Arab group Kadi 
claimed responsibility 
for the vandalism, say- 
ing it was in retaliation 
for parliament plans to 


relocate the grave of 
Baruch Goldstein, a 
Jewish West Bank settler 
and Kach supporter who 
massacred 29 Muslim 
worshippers at a Hebron 
mosque in 1994. 


Goldstein’s grave, in a 
park in the Kiryat Arba 
settlement near Hebron, 
has become a magnet for 
right-wing extremists 
who consider him a 
hero. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Mr. Bogus 

16:30 French Cartoon Rims 

17:00 .....-.-Ashuaia 

18:00 Children’s Programme 
— The Finder 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 JDoc. — - E=M6 

19 JO .News headlines 

19:35 Campus Cops 

20:00 Traces of Guilt 

21:00 ....Drama — KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series 

23:59 Country Music 


PRAYER TIMES 


IfaraSuicta amich Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261 : 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman " International 

Church Tel. 55 1 6245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The EvangeScal Local Church 
in Amman TfeL 81 1295 


Jordan Valley 09/21 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 1 8. Aqaba 25 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 30 per 
cent, Aqaba 33 per cent 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


05:05 .... 

Fajr 

English-speaking Latin 

06:24 .... 
11:49 .... 

_(Sunrise)Duha 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

14:49 

17:15 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

WEATHER 

18:34 


Bulletin supplied by the 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Cbnrch 

Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel, 
661757. 


Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with clouds 
appearing at different altitudes 
and winds southeasterly mder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will be fine 
and warm, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Dr. Mazen Nbali 830435 

Dr. FayezDabbas 759155 

Dr. Adnan Zagblonl — 898140 
Dr. FakfaerBabeisi ....5522233 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nainmfcfa pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Ahmad Qann -281484 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ZnhourAl Qadi 906606 

Khafifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 

Aqaba ... 

Deserts.. 


Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civfl Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TYaffic Police .896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaHs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 44- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 6442SI/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jab al Amman Maternity 

642362 

Maihas.J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher HospitaI667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664 1 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Al- Bashir, 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka S9I61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital...... 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sins Hospital! 09)986732 
Ai Hikrna Modern Hospital 
<09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJi infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 4403250). 


ARRIVALS 


Jeddah (SV) 

Kuwait(KU) 

Tunis (TIT) 

Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
....Khartoum (add) (RJ) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

Vienna (OS) 

-Algiers (AH) 

Karachi Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Beirut (ME) 

...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Athens (OA) 

London (BA) 

....London, Beirut (BA) 
Amsterdam (KL) 


20:30 .New Delhi (RJ) 

21 :00 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

01:00 Sanaa (RJ) 


Hospital 


Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15:00 New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

16:55 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

17:50 . — .Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 Rome(RJ) 

18:10 London, Berlin (RJ) 

18:10 Paris. Frankfurt (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

00:05 Cairo (RJ) 

02:05 Dhahran (add) l RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAJA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

06:35 Lamaca (CY) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

08:25 London (BA) 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:15 A) Hudaidah, Aden (IY) 

12:00 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 Tunis (TUV 

1^:20 Sbariqah (AH) 

14:30 - Khartoum (add) (RJ) 
15:15 ..Bahrain. Muscat IGF) 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

*5:30 Doha (QR) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK> 
23:55 ..Damascus. Paris (AF) 


departures 


Hospital 


Other Flights 

05:50 .Bucharest (RO) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:15 Doha. Al Hudaidah (IY) 
13:45 ....Khartoum (add) (RJ) 


09:45 Rome (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:00 Istanbul <RJ) 

12:00 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 Riyadh (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 . — Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
16:45 .... Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:5 5 Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21 ; 50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Home News 

Fire breakTout in Zarqa 
gas cylinder warehouse 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 4, 1998 


Algerian minister rejects reports of army’s 
complicity in massacres as ‘baseless’ 


AMMAN {J.T.j — A lla- 
broke out [ate Monday 
night at a gas cylinder 
iy 2 trehou.se in ihe Zurqii 
opvemonite, destroying ai 
feast 500 of the nearly half 
million cylinders stored 
there, according to the Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) Tuesday. 

A department official said 
the fire, which occurred in 
the Batrawi district about 
two kilometres south of the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRC). did not 
spread to adjacent ware- 
houses and caused no casu- 
alties. 

A spokesman for the 
JPRC, the owner and oper- 
ator of the warehouse, said 


distribution oi gas cylinders 
public will not be 
affected since the ware- 
house still contains a suffi- 
cicni number of cylinders 
to meet any demand. 

He noted (hut (he stored 
cylinders are owned by 90 
distribution agencies in the 
Zarqa area. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san. the Regent, called 
CDD Director General 
Theeh Maanj 10 enquire 
about the situation and was 
reassured that the Tire was 
contained and isolated from 
the rest ol the gas cylinders 
and prevented Trom’spread- 
ing to other nearby ware- 
houses. 

CDD officials said it took 


just one hour to control and 
extinguish the lire, wjiich 
they said could have been 
caused by a negligent 
worker in the warehouse. 

However, an investigation 
into the cause of the fire is 
still under way, they added. 

Major General Maani 
said the CDD has created a 
special committee compris- 
ing the CDD. the Public 
Security Department, and 
officials from the office of 
the Zarqa governor to con- 
duct the investigation. 

Muj. Gen. Maani said 
CDD personnel were assist- 
ed in fighting the tire by 
local residents and con- 
cerned government depart- 
ments. 


Noor AI Hussein Foundation 


names new executive director 


.AMMAN ( J.T. ) — The Noor 
A! Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) on Tuesday 
announced the appointment 
of Sima S. Bahous as the new 
NHF executive director. 

According to an NHF press 
release. Dr. Bahous previous- 
ly served with the NHF from 
1986 to 1995 as communica- 
tions consultant to Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 
assistant to the executive 
director in the areas of family 
and community' development 
and women empowerment. 

She also directed the NHF 
health communications pro- 
ject in the areas of child, 
maternal and family health. 

“Socio-economic develop- 
ment is entering a new era. 
with increased emphasis on 
susiainabilty. women and 
geoder issues, and enterprise 
development." Dr. Bahous 
commented. 

“Within this framework. 



Sima S. Bahous 


NGOs in Jordan face particu- 
larly strong challenges to 
support the government in 
combating poverty ;ind 
unemployment and improv- 
ing the overall quality of life 
for Jordanians. 1 look forward 
to working with my col- 


leagues at the NHF and our 
partners in meeting these 
needs ** she added. 

Prior to her appointment as 
NHF executive director. Dr. 
Bahous also worked with the 
UNICEF office in Amman 
and managed a joint World 
Health Organisauon/NHF 
development pn iject in 
Yemen, the announcement 
slated. 

The NHF was established 
in 1985 by Royal Decree “to 
coordinate and oversee the 
many projects and pro- 
grammes which Queen Noor 
has helped establish or which 
she personally supports in the 
fields of culture, education, 
social welfare, and human 
and community develop- 
ment," according to founda- 
tion sources. 

Dr. Bahous succeeds Yasser 
Tal upon the completion of 
his assignment us interim 
director. 


Women activists blast deputy for 
suggesting they stay at home 


By Fairauz A bu-Ghazaleh 

Special ft* the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
women activists have blasted a 
Jordanian deputy for suggest- 
ing that females should stay at 
home to raise their kids and 
clean the house while men go 
out to win the family’s bread 

Lower House member 
Salameh Hiari suggested dur- 
ing a recent Parliament session 
that the country's 54.000 
working women should quit 
their jobs and concentrate on 
raising the next generation to 
help advance the nation. 

This will help the country’s 
unemployed men find jobs, he 
argued 

Such views are often heard 
in a conservative male-domi- 
nated country where women 
suffer from inequalities in civil 
law, a raft of discriminatory 
legislation, legalised 

polygamy and "crimes of hon- 
our' ~ — the murder of a 
women by her family for sus- 
pected “dishonourable" activi- 
ties. 

But many female activists 
said his remarks would not 
jeopardise efforts to improve 
their lot, an idea backed by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
others in circles of power. 

“This is a backward move 
and backward thinking in try- 
ing to solve the unemployment 
problem,” said Emily Nafla’. a 
communist politician who 
failed to win a seat in the Nov. 
4 elections, which produced 
an all-male Parliament. 

Such an approach contra- 
dicted the Jordanian plan of 
creating equal opportunities 
for women in terms of job pay- 
ment and promotion to reach 
decision-making positions. 

“This contradicts life’s sim- 


plest-human rights, and also 
harms the cause of women and 
the efforts exerted towards that 
cause.” Ms. Naffa’ told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

"Women discover them- 
selves in their jobs, because 
working broadens (heir capa- 
bilities and education and 
brings out their talents and 
qualifications." 

But for Mr. Hiari, who repre- 
sents the Balqa govemorate in 
the SO-seat House, “a good 
mother raises a good child." 

“This will not take place 
unless we provide women 
with the appropriate atmos- 
phere for such a task.” 

In a speech during a five-day 
debate on the 1998 budget 
which ended late Iasi month, 
Mr. Hiari also stressed that 
women should never dream of 
gaining equal rights to men 
“because of their physical dif- 
ferences". 

“The hand that rocks the cra- 
dle rules the world," he said, 
quoting an old proverb. "Nurs- 
eries and domestic helpers do 
not raise children the way 
mothers do." 

Mr. Hiari also called for 
emancipating women “from 
their materialistic slavery." 

“On the one hand, women 
have involved themselves in 
difficult living conditions and 
on the ocher hand, they are 
under pressure from boasting 
of being equal to men." 

Air. Hiari, in his plan to limit 
the need for women to work, 
proposed that the government 
allocate a specific amount of 
money to every working 
man’s" salary according to the 
number of daughters he sup- 
ports and their ages. 

Seventeen women candi- 
dates. including Toujan Faisal, 
Jordan's first and only woman 


member of Parliament, faced 
over 500 men in last year’s 
November parliamentary elec- 
tions and failed to win a single 
scat. 

Ms. Faisal lost the seal she 
won in 1993 to former Min- 
istry of Information Under- 
secretary Nayef Moula in the 
elections, which she said were 
rigged by the government. 

A recent editorial that 
appeared in the Arabic daily AI 
Arab AI Yawm lamented the 
lack of women parliamentari- 
aits. 

“The Parliament with which 
we enter the 21st century is 
like our Parliaments from the 
1950s and J 960s "moaned the 
newspaper. 

“While wc were supposed to 
be consolidating the place of 
women in Parliament.. .we 
have lost the single woman’s 
voice.” it added, referring to 
Mr. Faisal’s election failure. 

Jordon ’selections, boycotted 
by Islamist-led opposition par- 
ties protesting what they said 
was an erosion of parliamen- 
tary authority, were dominated 
by pro-establishment male 
candidates with strong tribal 
affiliations. 

Women are now organising 
to try and get the Jordanian 
government to adopt a 20 per 
cent quota to guarantee 
women representation in the 
next Parliament. 

They are trying to collect 
signatures of one million peo- 
ple to underscore their 
demand. 

The 40-sear Upper House 
(Senate), appointed by His 
Majesty King Hussein, has 
three women, while the gov- 
ernment has one female minis- 
ter and several under-secre- 
taries. 


what’s going on 


FILMS 

* Children’s film “MoondiaT’ 
at the British Council, Jabal 
Amman, at 5:00 p.m. 

* “Colour and Space" on artist 
Gothatd Gronber at Darat AI 
Funun, Jabal VVfeibdeh on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 5 at 5:30 p.m. 

exhibitions 

* Valentine’s Day bazaar at 


Jordan Design and Trade Centre 
of Noor AI Hussein Foundation. 

off Wadi Saqra Sued (Tel. 
699141/2). until Feb. 14. 

* Private collection ol Mam- 
deuih Bum entitled “A Vision, 
An identity” at Dual Al Funun. 
Jabal Weihdeh- until March 5 
(Tel. 64325 H Also displaying 
work* by contemporaiy Arab 


artists — "The New Collection." 

* 1 'History of Canaan Draw- 
ings" at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, Jabal Wcibdch. until Feb. 26. 

* Works by about a hundred 
artists from Iraq. Syria, Sudan, 
Lebanon and Jordan at Ham- 
murabi Art Gallery. Gardens 
Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 
553609S). 



Prime Minister Abdul SaJam Majali and Algerian Cul- 
ture and CoramunicationsMinister Hamravvi Habib on 
Tuesday discuss recent developments in the .Middle 
East (Petra photo) } 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Toney 

AMMAN — Algerian Cul- 
ture and Communications 
Minister Hamravvi Habib 
on Tuesday rejected a*i 
"baseless” reports claim- 
ing that the Algerian army 
was responsible for some 
of the massacres in his 
country. 

'These statements are 
aimed at justifying the bar- 
baric acts of terrorists,” he 
told reporters after talks 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salum Majali. 

“These statements give 
hope to and boost the 
morale of terrorists at a 
time when all parties 
should support those trying 
to put an end to these acts.” 
added Mr. Habib, who 
began a five-day visit to 
Jordan on Monday. 

In an annual human 
rights report issued on Fri- 
day. the U.S. State Depart- 
ment claimed that up to 
70.000 people had died 
since 1992 in the Algerian 
civil war. The report also 


blamed some of the 
killings on the government. 

“Those who are commit- 
ting terrorist acts to 
achieve their goals have 
now launched media cam- 
paigns to smear the reputa- 
tion of the Algerian author- 
ities. which "were elected 
by the people." added Mr. 
Habib. 

Algeria has said the actu- 
al death toll from the vio- 
lence is 26,536, including 
both civilians and security 
forces. 

In its report, the L’.S. 
State Department stated 
that “the security forces 
carried out extra judicial 
killings, were responsible 
for numerous disappear- 
ances, [and I routinely tor- 
tured or otherwise abused 
detainees.” 

It called for a fact-find- 
ing mission to visit Algeria 
to investigate the mas- 
sacres of civilians. 

Mr. Habib said he wanted 
to brief Jordanian officials 
on the latest developments 
in Algeria and his govern- 
ment’s efforts to put an end 


to “terrorists’ massacres." ' 

He said the annual meet- 
ing of the Jordanian- Alger- j 

ian higher committee was | 

scheduled to convene in 
Algiers during the first 
week of March, at which 
time both countries will 
discuss boosting bilateral 
trade and economic ties. 

Mr. Habib said Algeria 
will attend any Arab sum- 
mit to discuss the Middle 
East peace crisis and other 
regional developments. 

“Such a meeting should 
be a chance for all Arabs to 
speak freely and pul an end 
to their differences, 
because the challenges 
ahead are so great and the 
lime is ripe to forget all our 
differences,” the minister 
added. 

On the standoff between 
Iraq and the United Stales 
over demands for unlimit- 
ed access for arms inspec- 
tors. Mr. Habib said his 
country supports all efforts 
to reach a diplomatic solu- 
tion and avoid a military 
confrontation. 

“Algeria believes that it 


is necessary to spare Iraq 
from catastrophes and dis- 
asters, and our country 
supports all efforts that 
would contain the crisis.” 
Mr. Habib said. 

Meanwhile. Jordan and 
Algeria signed a cultural 
agreement stipulating the 


exchange of cultural 
experts. 

The agreement, signed 
by Mr. Habib anJ his Jor- 
danian counterpart 

Qassem Abu Ein. includes 
among other things hold- 
ing exhibitions in the two 
capitals. 


Interior minister approves new political party 


Cabinet 
extends 
terms of five 
ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday decided 
to grant one-year extensions 
to the terms of five ambas- 
sadors who have spent five 
consecutive ye; its at their 
present posts. 

During a regular session, 
the Cabinet extended the 
terms of Haidar Mahmoud to 
Tunisia, Farouq Qasrawi to 
Japan. Fawwaz Abu Tayeh to 
Romania, Shaker Arubiyat to 
Bahrain and Loay Al Kh ash- 
man io Indonesia. 

The Cabinet also approved 
the formation of a delega- 
tion. to be headed by the 
director of the international 
organisations at the Foreign 
Ministry', to cake pan in a 
meeting by the committee of 
senior government officials 
and experts to be held at the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) headquarters 
in Jedda from Feb. 10-13. in 
preparation for the OIC 
meeting in Doha from March 
10-19. 

The Cabinet endorsed Jor- 
dan’s participation in the 
Cairo International Book 
Exhibition, which will be 
held in the Egyptian capital 
from Feb. 4-2 J. 

It also approved the forma- 
tion of a delegation, headed 
by Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Haiti 
Mulki. to the meetings of the 
Arab Economic and Social 
Council, and another to the 
Tourism Policy Options 
Conferences for 1998, which 
will he held in Cairo and 
Berlin on Feb. 5 and March 
6, respectively. The latter del- 
egation will be headed by 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akei Biltaji. 

The Cabinet also appointed 
Mahmoud Diab Salameh 
Majali as an original member 
of the customs appeals court. 


AMMAN I J.T.) — Minis- 
ter of Interior Nathir 
Rashid has announced his 
approval of the establish- 
ment of the Jordan Labour 
“'any (JLP). which has 
been founded with 60 ini- 
tial members. 

In a statement released 
Tuesday, the minister said 
the new party. Jordan’s 
22nd. was approved in 
conformity with the pro- 
visions of the Political 
Parties Law and the coun- 
try’s Con; titution and 
National Ch. rter, and as 
part of the government’s 
efforts to enhance democ- 
racy and political plural- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan's 
newly appointed ambas- 
sador-designate to Jordan. 
Kouichi Matsumoto, on 
Tuesday said he will pursue 
the efforts of his predeces- 
sors to bolster Jordanian- 
Japanese relations, particu- 
larly in economic fields. 

Mr. Matsumoto. who is 
due to arrive in Amman on 
Wednesday to assume his 
new post, told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, in 
Tokyo that Japan will main- 
tain its support for Jordan. 

He added that the King- 
dom is a key player in the 
peace process and has a very 
significant geographic loca- 
tion and political status in 


AMMAN (Petra) — The new 
Abdali telephone exchange 
went into operation ai the 
beginning of this month as 
port of an overhaul of the 
national telecommunications 
system in Jordan, according to 
an official from the Jordan 
Telecommunications Compa- 
ny (JTC). 


ism in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Rashid was quoted 
last October by the local 
media as saying that his 
ministry was studying a 
new political parties law 
to replace the existing 
1992 law in order to 
accommodate political 
developments and the 
requirements of the next 
century. 

The minister said the 
new draft law would deal 
with loopholes in the pre-» 
sent law, primarily the 
question of the minimum 
number of founding mem- 
bers of a party, which at 
present stands at 50. 


the Middle East. 

Japan’s economic cooper- 
ation with Jordan conforms 
to the main principles 
included in Japan's charter 
for development aid, Mr. 
Matsumoto said, adding that 
his country seeks to pro- 
mote economic ties and 
back the peace process. 

Noting that Jordan enjoys 
stability and security, Mr. 
Matsumoto said he plans to 
encourage Japanese tourist 
groups to visit the King- 
dom’s archaeological sites, 
particularly the ancient 
Nabataean city of Petra. 

Stating that the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) has con- 


Mamoun BaJqar. JTC direc- 
tor general. Monday said that 
with the inauguration of the 
new exchange, which has a 
40.000-line capacity, the JTC 
has incroduired changes 
increasing the previous six- 
digit numbers io seven. 

Mr. Balqar said the number 
five has been added to all 


According to the minis- 
ter’s announcement, the 
new party uiJI seek to 
enhance security and sta- 
bility through respecting 
and abiding by existing 
laws, give due attention to 
the industrial and agricul- 
tural sectors, support 
measures to deal with 
unemployment, and back 
efforts to promote the 
establishment of a just 
and comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. 

Furthermore, the party 
will strive to safeguard 
women’s constitutional 
rights, give due attention 
to the youth sector and the 


ducted studies on promoting 
Jordan’s tourism industry, 
the ambassador designate 
said he will exert efforts 
towards finalising legal pro- 
cedures for organising direct 
(lights between Jordan and 
Japan. 

According to Mr. Mat- 
sumoto, Japan will continue 
to provide technical and 
economic aid to Jordan 
because Jordan is directly 
involved in the peace 
process, and is contributing 
to establishing stability in 
the region and conducting 
democratic and economic 
reforms. 

Japan offers the greatest 
amount of development aid 


numbers starting from the left 
with 66, 67. 68. 69 or 60. All 
telephone numbers starting 
from the left with 70 have 
been changed to 562. 

According to Mr. Balqar. the 
new' JD2 million telephone 
exchange has made more tele- 
phone lines available for the 
public in general and citizens 


environment. fight 

monopolies. encourage 
voluntary work. help 
develop " Jordan’s educa- 
tional system, and will be 
especially concerned with 
helping the handicapped 
and promoting life in the 
rural districts of Jordan, 
the statement added. 

The party, whose found- 
ing members represent 
people from walks of life 
ranging from school 
teachers. government 
employees and house- 
wives. will hold its first 
congress and appoint its 
secretary general at a time 
t* be announced later. 


to Egypt, followed by 
Turkey, said the ambassador 
designate, but Jordan 
receives the largest amount 
of Japan’s aid in per capita 
terms. 

He noted that a senior 
Japanese official who visit- 
ed Jordan recently has sub- 
mitted a report to Tokyo rec- 
ommending increased eco- 
nomic aid to the Kingdom. 

Mr. Matsumoto said he 
did not believe that .he cur- 
rent recession in Japan will 
adversely affect Tokyo’s aid 
to Jordan. 

Mr. Matsumoto is' suc- 
ceeding Takayuki Kimura. 
who ended his tour of duty 
last month. 


living in the Abdali district in 
particular. 

According to the JTC. the 
Abdali exchange has affected 
the following districts: Jabal 
Hussein, Jabal Nuzha, TIu’a 
Al Ali, the University of Jor- 
dan, Wasfi A3 Tal (Gardens) 
Street and the Ministry of Inte- 
rior and Finis circles. 


Japanese ambassador-designate pledges to 
continue efforts to bolster bilateral relations 


New telephone exchange part of national overhaul — JTC 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent visits Armed 
Forces headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Monday visited 
the Armed Forces head- 
quarters, where he was 
received by Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff' 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Miru'i Kaabneh and his 
senior assistants and Com- 
mander of the Special 
Operations Forces His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah. The Regent and 
Field Marshal Kaabneh 
discussed issues of concern 
to the Jordan Armed 
Forces. 

Badran tours Irbid, Azmi 
AI Multi refugee camps 

AMMAN (Petra) — 

Department of Palestinian 


Affairs Director General 
Ibrahim Badran on Tues- 
day toured the Irbid and 
Azmi Al Mufti refugee 
camps, where he and the 
camps’ improvement com- 
mittees discussed means of 
improving and developing 
the level of services pro- 
vided to residents. Dr. Bad- 
ran visited the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian 
Refugees (UNRWA) health 
centres, youth clubs and 
the rehabilitation centres 
for handicapped persons in 
Azmi AJ Mufti camp. Dr. 
Badran also met with Irbid 
Governor Quftan Majali, 
who briefed him on the 
conditions of the camps in 
the Irbid govemorate and 
efforts to provide the best 
services for camp resi- 
dents. 


Israel launches anti-panic campaign over Iraqi threat 


(Continued from page 1) 

Interior ministry officials said 
Tuesday that large numbers of 
Israelis were also renewing their 
passports so they could flee 
abroad if the crisis wiih Iraq 
deepens. 

Late Monday Mr. Netanyahu 
and Mr. Mordechai issued a 
joint statement announcing that 
the government would begin 
providing fuller information on 
both the reality of the Iraqi threat 
and measures being taken to 
protect the public. 

Launching the campaign, top 
military brass held a press con- 
ference in Tel Aviv Tuesday 
morning to explain that while 
Iraq has some non -conventional 
warheads and a few missile 
launchers, it was not believed to 
have the capability to strike 
Israel. 

The government also released 
568 million to purchase addi- 
tional gas masks and produce 


antidotes and antibiotics against 
the germ and chemical agents 
believed to be in Baghdad’s 
arsenal, Israel Radio said. 

Opposition members of par- 
liament had accused Mr. 
Netanyahu of exploiting the cri- 
sis atmosphere to divert atten- 
tion from the stalled Palestinian 
peace negotiations and justify 
his hard line towards an Arab 
wold he views as hostile. 

Mr. Netanyahu led such con- 
cern in a speech Monday in 
which he said, “1 think what is 
happening in the Gull' these 
days reminds us exactly of the 
kind of a Middle East we live 
in.” 

Israel “can be attacked with 
missiles, that we know, but we 
also know lhai we have a capa- 
bility of reaction and deterrence 
everyone should take into con- 
sideration,” he said. 

“The crisis with Iraq fell into 
Netanyahu’s lap like a ripe fruit 
and he is exploiting it to avoid 


reaching tough decisions 
regarding troop withdrawals" 
from the West Bank, said Yossi 
Katz, a member of par lion rent 
for the Labour Party. 

A months-Jong U.S. effort to 
revive Israeti-Westiraannegoti- 
ations hit a brick wall last week- 
end when U.S. Secretary of 
State Madelein vlbrighi failed 
to convince Mr. Netanyahu to 
press ahead with the troop pull- 
backs. 

But independent analysts said 
the government's hesitation had 
more to do with confusion than 
political design. 

"It's really just a question of 
being initially confined as to 
how ro deal with the crisis," said 
Mark Heller of the Jaffee Centre 
for Strategic Studies in Tel Aviv. 

“Netanyahu had to figure out 
how ro walk the fete line 
between reassuring the public 
and trying to send some deter- 
rent message to Iraq,” he said. 
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Prince Charles arrives in Sri 

. ■ < 

Lanka amid heightened security 



Britain's Prince Charles is presented with a garland by 
a little girl on arrival at the airport in Sri Lanka where 
he is to participate in a celebration to mark the coun- 
try's 50th anniversary of independence (Reuters photo) 


Police already on 
Clarke’s trail, claims 
anti-child sex group 


Armenian president 
faces crisis 
as supporters quit 


YEREVAN (R) — 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan was in deep 
political trouble Tuesday 
after key supporters aban- 
doned him, apparently oyer 
a tenitoriai dispute with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan. 

Mr. Ter- Petrosyan's for- 
eign minister. Alexander 
Arzumanyan, and central 
bank chief Bagrat Asatryan 
resigned Monday in the lat- 
est tremor to shake a gov- 
ernment split over policy on 
the disputed enclave ot' 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The ruling Respublika 
bloc has also divided and 
several members have left 
to join the pro-Karabakh 
Yerkrapa (volunteer) fac- 
tion. 

Vano Siradegyan has also 
quit as mayor of the capital. 
Yerevan. It was not imme- 
diately clear if he was 
resigning his other post as 
leader of Ter-Petrosyan’s 
Armenian national move- 
ment party, the largest party 
in the Respublika bloc. 

The presidential press ser- 
vice said Monday the resig- 
nations had been accepted 
but a Ter-Petrosyan official 
denied this Tuesday. 

No official reasons for the 
resignations were given. 
But political observers said 
they were related to a rift 
between Mr. Ter-Petrosyan 
and Prime Minister Robert 
Kocharyan over the 1 0-year 
conflict with Azerbaijan 
over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

“The resignations are 
connected with 

(Karabakh).” said Avtur 
Bagdasaryaa head of the 
Armenian Political 

Scientists' Union. 

“The political situation is 
complicated and tense." 

Nagorno-Karabakh, pop- 
ulated mostly by Christian 
Armenians, broke away 
from the control of predom- 
inantly Muslim Azerbaijan 
in the 19S0s when Armenia 
and Azerbaijan were still 
part of the Soviet Union. 


The Karabakh Armenians 
demanded they be removed 
from Azerbaijan’s rule and 
be allowed to join Armenia. 
Later they declared inde- 
pendence as a step to even- 
tual union with Armenia. 

Thousands of people were 
killed in fighting between 
Azeris and Armenians 
before a fragile 1994 cease- 
fire came into effect. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan has 
urged concessions in the 
dispute, saying they could 
help Armenia repair its dev- 
astated economy and avoid 
international isolation. Mr. 
Kocharyan accuses him of 
making too many - conces- 
sions. 

Mr. Kocharyan has the 
political backing of power- 
ful Defence Minister Vazen 
Sarkisyan, but Mr. 
Sarkisyan denied recently 
that the army had any inten- 
tions of meddling in poli- 
tics. • 

Yielding to international 
pressure. Mr. Ter-Petrosyan 
said last year Karabakh 
would probably have to set- 
tle for an arrangement in 
which it preserves its de 
facto independence from 
Azerbaijan while technical- 
ly remaining part of it, at 
least on paper. 

Under the plan, worked 
out by the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, ethnic Armenians 
would give up Azeri lands 
they conquered outside 
Karabakh. allowing peace- 
keepers to control the area 
whose-, formal status would 
be resolved later. 

Mr. Kocharyan and his 
supporters say the plan does 
not guarantee Karabakh's 
security. Azerbaijan has 
accepted the proposals. 

The unrecognised 

Karabakh government, 
which depends greatly on 
Yerevan for support and 
sees Mr. Kocharyan as its 
advocate there, has rejected- 
the OSCE plan supported 
by Mr. Ter-Petrosyan. . . 


Dissident accuses Chinese 
officials of distorting 
human rights record 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Britain's Prince Charles 
arrived in Sri Lanka 
Tuesday amid unprecedent- 
ed security to be the main 
guest at the country's cele- 
brations for 50th anniver- 
sary of independence, wit- 
nesses said. 

Sri Lanka's Foreign 
Minister Lakshman 

Kadirgamar and two other 
.senior ministers Ratnasiri 
VVickremanayake and 
Mangala Samaraweera wel- 
comed Prince Charles to 
this former British colony. 

The prince wearing a grey 
business suit stepped off a 
chartered jet flying the royal 
flag to be greeted by a 21- 
gun army salute at the 
Bandaranuike International 
Airport guarded by hun- 
dreds of elite troops. 

He was given a garland of 
purple orchid flowers by a 
Sri Lankan school girl as a 
sign of welcome. 

An airforce auanl of hon- 


CLAVERIA. Philippines 
(AFP; — A- missing 
Philippines airliner with 
104 people on board had 
crashed into a mountain, 
with at least 15 survivors 
and 30 killed, airlines offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Rescuers were battling 
across formidable terrain in 
a race to save the lives of 
the seriously injured and to 
find more survivors from 
the Cebu Pacific Air DC -9 
which slammed into Mount 
Sumagaya. officials and 
radio reports said. 

The news came some 24 
hours after the plane van- 
ished Monday while on an 
internal flight From ManiL 
to Cagayan de Oro on the 
southern island of 
Mindanao. 

Air force pilots and jour- 
nalists who flew over, the 
wreck said they saw silver 
and white pieces of metal 
strewn cross the mountain 
amid fallen trees in the 
thickly forested urea. 

Brown earth where the 
plane had apparently 
plowed into the ground was 
also visible, they said. 

Cebu Pacific Air con- 
firmed Tuesday the plane 
carrying 99 passengers and 
five crew had crashed. 

"The positive sighting of 
flight 387 was confirmed 
this morning in the vicinity 
of Mount Sumagaya on the 
borderline of Gingoog and 
Claveria.” the airline said in 
a statement. 

"Initial reports reaching 
Cebu Pacific Air confirmed 
visual contact with 15 sur- 
vivors.” Airline senior Vice 
President Diego Garrido 
told -a news briefing 30 peo- 
ple had been killed. There 


our then presented arms 
while the airforce band 
played both national 
anthems during the brief but 
meticulously carried out 
ceremony. 

The prince then walked 
down a receiving line of 
VIPs and signed the “gold- 
en book” at the airport 
which is named after 
President Kumaratunga's 
assassinated prime minister 
father Solomon 

Bandaranaike. 

Black- uni formed com- 
mandos armed with AK-J7 
assault rifles ringed the air- 
port in an unprecedented 
security operation to guard 
the visiting royal amid fears 
of Tamil Tiger guerrilla 
attacks. 

The air force took over 
security at the airport last 
week as part of tight mea- 
sures to protect it against 
bombing. A Tamil rebel van 
bomb exploded at the air- 
port car park in June 1995 


was no immediate informa- 
tion about the fate of the 
other 59 people on board. 

Earlier Radio Bombo 
Philippines, a private radio 
station which sent its own 
search team to the site, said 
injuries suffered by the 15 
known survivors were seri- 
ous. 

Army Colonel Henry 
Singco of an army battalion 
in Cagayan de Oro said the 
wreckage was about 150 
metres below the summit of 
the 2.234-metre mountain 
and the aircraft appeared to 
have exploded on impact. 

A medical team from 
Cagayan de Oro and anoth- 
er team of medical experts 
from the post Makati 
Medical Centre in Manila 
were scheduled to be flown 
to the area later Tuesday, 
airline officials said.... .. 

They said the airline has 
activated a system for rela- 
tives of passengers who 
wish to go to Cagayan de 
Oro. About 40 relatives 
were closeted in a room at 
the airline office in Manila 
and were not allowed to 
speak with reporters. 

Alex Ampuan had said 
earlier Tuesday he was 
waiting for his uncle who 
was aboard the plane. “My 
family is prepared, but 1 am 
still hoping they are still 
alive.” he said. 

Airline lawyer Levi 
Carbonell said they would 
try to avoid a situation 
where a class suit against 
the company would be 
filed. 

"We will of course try to 
negotiate in good faith.” he 
said, although the priority 
now was to take care of the 
dead, the survivors and their 


but failed to cause any dam- 
age. 

Red-jacketed military 
police motorcycle riders 
escorted Prince Charles to 
inaugurate a nearby gar- 
ment factory which has 
investments from Britain's 
Courtaulds Textiles at 
Minuwangoda. a lush 
coconut growing area. 

Police lined the 35-kilo- 
metre road from the airport 
to the city centre and Prince 
Charles was due to visit a 
Buddhist temple before 
entering the capital where 
he will be hosted to dinner 
by the president. 

The temple known as the 
Kelaniva Rajamaha Vihara 
is believed by Buddhists to 
be one of three places in Sri 
Lanka visited by Buddha 
himself. Kelaniya is a sub- 
urb of Colombo also known 
for its pottery. 

The route taken by the vis- 
iting royal was closed for 
traffic several hours in 


relatives. 

Search teams, armed with 
flashlights, had combed the 
area throughout the night, 
while an air operation was 
resumed at dawn after being 
called off at dusk Monday. 

Other rescue volunteers, 
including from the Red 
Cross, were also waiting at 
the airport for instructions. 

The aircraft had last made 
contact with ground control 
about 12 minutes before its 
scheduled landing time. 
Those on board were said to 
include a Japanese and 
Austrian national. 

Air transportation offi- 
cials said the pilot made an 
unscheduled stopover in the 
central city of Tacloban on 
Leyte Island, diverting it 
frir- ,» its original flight path. 

W. Garrido said the air- 
critft which crashed was 31 
years old. and that the air- 
line has eight others of this 
type in its fleet. 

‘These ( planes i are main- 
tained on a daily basis. They 
are gening checked every 
24 hours.” he told reporters. 

He also admitted that 
there had been some cancel- 
lation of bookings from pas- 
sengers but otherwise “the 
airline is operating on 
schedule.” 

Cebu Pacific Air is owned 
by ethnic Chinese tycoon 
John Gokongwei, who has 
interests in banking, real 
estate, food, telecommuni- 
cations and media. 

It is among several air- 
lines which emerged after 
Manila deregulated the 
industry in the early 1990s. 

The plane was manufac- 
tured in 1967 and acquired 
from Air Canada in March 
1997. 


advance because the author- 
ities feared attacks from the 
separatist Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
guerrillas. 

The government was 
forced to hurriedly shift the 
main independence day cel- 
ebrations from the historic 
hill resort of Kandy, 112 
kilometres east of here, after 
the Jan. 25 truck bombing 
there blamed on the Tigers. 

Sixteen people were killed 
in the suicide truck bomb- 
ing that devastated Kandy's 
show-piece, the 1 6th centu- 
ry Buddhist temple where 
Prince Charles was due to 
attend a service Wednesday. 

A civic reception for 
Prince Charles by the 
Colombo Municipal 

Council before his depar- 
ture Thursday was can- 
celled because of fears 
expressed by his advance 
security guard, officials 
said. 


EU and 
U.S. remain 
deadlocked 
over 

Libya/Iran 

legislation 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) and 
United States remain at log- 
gerheads over U.S. legisla- 
tion that .provides for sanc- 
tions against oil companies 
that invest in Iran and Libya, 
the European Commission 
said Tuesday al ter talks here 
Tuesday. 

“There was no break- 
through. Negotiations are 
continuing.” a spokesman 
said after EU Trade, 
Commissioner Sir Leon 
Britran met U.S. Under-sec- 
retary Stuart Eizenstat 

The talks came the day 
after it emerged that the U.S. 
government is about to rale 
that three foreign petroleum 
companies which have con- 
cluded a joint energy deal 
with Iran are subject to sanc- 
tions. 

Washington is, however, 
expected to delay imposing 
them for 90 days to give 
France's Total Russia's 
Gazprom and Malaysia’s 
state oil group Petronas time 
to amend or cancel their $2 
billion investment in gas 
fields off the Iranian coast. 

A second 90-day delay is 
also an option under the U.S. 
legislation and even then 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
can decide not to apply sanc- 
tions. 

Under the Iran and Libya 
Sanctions Act. the U.S. gov- 
ernment can punish countries 
investing more than $20 mil- 
lion a year in the Iranian 
energy sector or more than 
$40 million in Libya’s. 

The aim of the legislation is 
to prevent Iran and Libya 
from getting the foreign cur- 
rency that could be used to 
acquire weapons of mass 
destruction, according to the 
U.S. The ELI has long 
opposed the legislation and a 
similar law on trade with 
Cuba on the grounds that it 
extends U.S. jurisdiction to 
European companies operat- 
ing outside the LIS. 

The U.S. ruling on the 
energy deals is expected to be 
made public following | 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s Feb. 5-7 visit to the 
United States. 


AUCKLAND (AFP> — Police 
-in an undisclosed country hove 
been investigating the alleged 
i sexual activities of Sri Lanka- 
based science fiction writer 
Arthur C. Clarke for the past 
year, an international anti-child 
prostitution group said Tuesday. 

“They were following some 
leads given to them by some- 
body and they contacted us.” 
Ron O'Grady, chairman of the 
anti-child prostitution and 
pornography group. Ecpat 
International, told AFP here. 

He would not disclose which 
country the police were from, 
other than confirming it was not 
Sri Lanka. He said the initial 
inquiry to Ecpat had been made 
ia year ago. 

"They had been following it 
• for a iirtje, jvhile ” Mr. O'Grady 
said. 

He was not clear on whether 
the inquiry was to have led to 
criminal charges. 

The police group was also not 
Interpol although Mr. O’Grady 
said Ecpat had a close working 
relationship with the interna- 
tional police and shared infor- 
mation. 

Mr. O'Grady said his organi- 
sation had been considering 
what to do about Mr Clarke for 
nearly six years. 

“It has ban common knowl- 
edge in Sri Lanka for some time 
and our organisation has dis- 
cussed Arthur C. Clarice for the 
last five or six years, whether 
there was something that could 
be done.” Mr. O'Grady earlier 
told Radio New Zealand 

Britain’s Sunday Mirror at the 
weekend quoted Mr. Clarke as 
saying he had sex with boys in 
Sri Lanka. 

Mr. Clarke, aged 80. who 
wrote the acclaimed "2001: A 
Space Odyssey” and has lived 


SEOUL t AFP) — A North 
Korean guard Tuesday 
crossed the Military 
Demarcation Line (MDL) to 
the Southern side at the border 
truce village of Panmunjom, a 
United Nations Command 
(UNC) spokesman said 

“A KPA (Korean People's 
Army) member crossed the 
MDL this morning and it (the 
incident) is now under investi- 
gation,” UNC spokesman Tim 
Coles said He declined to 
elaborate on die incident. 

Yonhap News Agency said 
the North Korean guard was 
identified as Corporal Byun 
Yong-Kwan who was wear- 
ing a North Korean guard’s 


in Sri Lanka since 1956, was 
quoted by the Sunday Mirror as 
saying: “Once the boy’s, have 
reached the age of puberty it is 
OK it doesn’t do them any 
harm." 

He reportedly added "1 think 
most of the damage comes from 
the fuss made by hysterical par- 
ents afterwards. If the kids don't 
mind fair enough-” 

Mr. Clarke angrily denied the 
report and requested that 
Buckingham Palace postpone a 
ceremony scheduled for later 
this week that was to have seen 
him invested as a knight of the 
British monarchy by Prince 
Charles. 

The aged author said in a 
statement he was “against 
.mucking about with small 
boys." . 

‘There is no truth in the alle- 
gations. 1 have not been sexual- 
ly active far more than 20 
years." he sad 

Mr. O'Grady said that under 
Sri Lankan law of die time, 
there was nothing illegal about 
sexual involvement with young 
people. 

“You can not try him for any- 
thing he might have done in ear- 
lier years, so we couldn't get 
very' far on that," Mr. O'Grady 
said 

"Effectively he has not broken 
the law. not the law in Sri 
Lanka but he has broken a cer- 
tain moral law.” he said 

Ml O'Grady said Mr. Clarke 
would not have been an obvious 
target for international expo- 
sure. but that changed when he 
agreed to receive a knighthood 

“If that had not happened I 
personally would not have had 
any involvement in it.” Mr. 
O’ Grady said 


uniform and carrying a hand 
gun when he entered the 
South. 

There was no shooting at 
the time of his crossing 
around 7:30 urn. (2230 GMT, 
Monday), Yonhap said 

It is the first reported case of 
a North Korean soldier cross- 
ing into the South through 
Panmunjom since the Korean 
war. although six people have 
entered the South through the 
closely guarded area since the 
war ended in 1953. 

The two Koreas have been 
locked in a tense trace since 
they signed an armistice 
agreement at Panmunjom in 
1953. 


BEUING (AFP) — 
Outspoken Chinese dissi- 
dent Qin Yongmin accused 
his nation’s officials 
Tuesday of distorting its 
human rights record in the 
face of U.S. criticism. 

“Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhu Bangzao 
said that the U.S. govern- 
ment has a double standard 
on human rights, but the 
Chinese government has 
multiple standards on 
human rights," Mr. Qin said 
in a telephone interview. 

“There are different stan- 
dards if you are famous or if 
you are unknown and many 
other criteria,” he added. 

Mr. Zhu reacted angrily 
Monday to the 1997 U.S. 
State Department report on 
China's human rights, say- 
ing it distorted facts. 

“The report distorts facts 
while pointing a finger at 
the Chinese government. 
The U.S. government 
should ' respect facts and 
stop using human rights as 
an excuse to interfere in 
China's internal affairs,” he 
said. 

Mr. Qin said he agreed in 
principle with the U.S. 
repon, which noted some 
overall improvements in the 
situation, but warned thai 
these .improvements were 
only due to the “tide of his- 
tory.” 

"Improvements in human 
rights in China are because 
of an increasingly strong 
economy which allows 


Chinese people to have 
more freedom.” he said. 

“It was only under these 
conditions and the 
inevitable tide of history 
that President Jiang Zemin 
signed the U.N. Convention 
on Economic. Social and 
Cultural Rights in 
October," he added. 

Mr. Qin was first sen- 
tenced in 1981 to eight 
years in a labour camp for 
taking part in the 1978-79 
Democracy Wall move- ■ 
ment. 

He served a subsequent 
two-year term in a labour 
camp for writing a “Peace 
Charter” with other dissi- 
dents in 1994, but has 
refused to remain siienL On 
Dec. 22, Mr. Qin called for 
the creation of free labour 
unions within. the state sec- 
tor to help cope with the 
radical restructuring of 
unwieldy state enterprises. 

Police tried to force him 
to leave the country, but he 
resisted and has continued 
to speak out in favour of a 
freer society. 

On Jan. 29. police in 
Wuhan detained him for 12 
hours after he attempted to 
board a train to Beijing to 
see his daughter for the 
Lunar New Year festival. 

But he spoke out again on 
Jan. 31, calling for major 
political reform to initiate 
moves towards freedom of 
the press, free trade unions 
and a multi-party electoral 

system. 



Filipino relatives of the iU-fated Cebu Pacific DC-9 plane wait anxiously at the foot of 
Mount Sumagaya in southern Philippines (Reuters photo) 


Philippines plane crashed into 
mountain, 30 dead, 15 survivors 


N. Korean guard crosses 
border into South 


Teenage Indonesian maid forced by employers to eat dog droppings 


Britons offered holidays as U.S. bounty hunters 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — A 
15-year-old Indonesian 
maid was twice forced by 
her employers, including 
a 1 3-year-old boy. to eat 
dog droppings for not 
cleaning up quickly after 
the dog. a newspaper 
reported Tuesday. . 

The maid detailed the 


story Monday to a local 
court along with other 
forms of abuse that her 
employers heaped on her 
since she went to work for 
them last year, the Straits 
Times said. 

One night in May. the 
employer's son “told me 
to eat the dog (droppings') 


and he gave me three 
minutes to eat it. He said 
that if I did not, he would 
beat me.” the maid. 
Hartati Ali Sodikun, told 
the court. 

The incident was repeal- 
ed a few days after. When 
she emerged from the toi- 
let after washing her 


mouth, the son asked her: 
“Was it delicious?", the 
report said. 

The maid said she slept 
on old newspapers in the 
kitchen floor of the luxu- 
ry apartment and (hat she 
was hardly fed. The moth- 
er and son would whack 
her with tennis rackets 


when they found out she 
ate more bread than usual, 
the report added. 

The boy pleaded guilty 
last month in a juvenile 
court for burning the maid 
with a hot iron, scalding 
her with boiling water and 
punching her in the fore- 
head. the report said. 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
holiday-makers are being 
offered .the chance to spend 
their break as armed bounty 
hunters tracking down crimi- 
nals in the United States, The 
Daily Telegraph said 
Tuesday. 

Briton Ted Oliver, 47, who 
was a bounty hunter in 


America for 10 years, said in 
the paper be intended to sell 
the holidays for £800 
($1300) per week this sum- 
mer. 

The Telegraph said tourists 
would be given black uni- 
forms, bullet-proof vests and 
semi-automatic pistols. 

They would also be given a 


course in martial arts and 
handcuffing techniques 
before accompanying Mr. 
Oliver on a man-hunt. 

The paper added that 
flights, food and accommo- 
dation were not included in 
the deal, and the tourists 
would not receive a share of 
the bounty. 
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World News 


Japan's 

Aum 

doomsday 

cult 

rebuilding 
— survey 


TOKYO (AFPf — The 
Aum Supreme , Truth 
doomsday cult, accused of 
i wo deadly nerve »as 
attacks, has been rebuild- 
ing with the help of profits 
from its discount personal 
computer shops, a govern- 
ment agency said Tuesday. 

"The Aum Supreme 
Truth continues to be 
active, and should remain 
under close surveillance." 
the Public Security 
Investigation Agency said 
in its latest report on the 
cult which was headed by 
uuru Shoko Asahara. 

” Sales at the Aunt's ^ix 
computer outlets. fixe of 
them in Tokyo, are estimat- 
ed to have totalled more 
than four billion yen I $32 
million ) last year, bringing 
at least 400 million yen in 
profit to the culL it said. 

Customers of the shops 
included 10U companies, a 
private university and other 
schools, the agency added. 

The Aum. accused of the 
March 1995 nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo subway 
that killed 12 and injured 
thousands, escaped being 
outlawed in January last 
year us a legal panel ruled 
it was "impossible to find 
sufficient reason" to 
believe the cult could still 
be a threat to society. 

The sect had however lost 
its religious group status 
and had been declared 
bankrupt, with its main 
commune in a central 
Japan village of 
Kamikuishiki shut down 
last year. 

The agency said Reika 
Matsumoto, a teenage 
daughter of guru Shoko 
Asuhara. was now leading 
the sect in place of her 42- 
year-old father who is on 
trial in the Tokyo District 
Court for 17 charges 
including murder. 

About 500 full-time 
member live in 28 bases of 
the cuJt across Japan, with 
many others active as part- 
time members, the agency 
said. 

Jn May Iasi year, the cult 
bought an inn in Nagano 
prefecture, venue of Winter 
Olympics starting later this 
week, the agency said. 
About 30 followers live in 
the building, which is turn- 
ing into its new commune. 

Among some 400 Aum 
members arrested in crack- 
downs on the cult in 1995. 
a total of 155 returned to 
the cult after being 
released, it said. 

The cult's present leader- 
ship is still preaching 
Asahara 's doomsday pre- 
diction, saying "the worst 
Armageddon war in the 
iUih century will break out 
in I99S the agency said. 

Followers are also being 
told the guru, detained in 
the Tokyo detention centre, 
will be released in 2008. it 
said. 

The agency said the Aum 
was eager to recruit stu- 
dents from elite universi- 
ties such as Tokyo 
University and Keio 
University, while opening 
Internet home pages in 
Russian and Enalish. 



Australian Treasurer Peter Costello delivers u speech 
during the sceond day of the constitutional convention 
at the Old Parliament House in Canberra. Costello 
Tuesday declared himself a republican, joining a grow- 
ing list of conservatives in favour of cutting ties with 
Britain i Reuters photo) 


India’s old fogeys line 
up for PM’s chair 


NEW DELHI iAKPi - Tin* 
leading candidate'* u* tvtome 
India's nest prime minister have 
one thing in common — age. 

LuLs of it Add together the 
experience of the three Irwu- 
nijiners f»*r tlv pusi and >ihj 
have almost twu-and-u-half 
centuries — 231 years to he 
esacL 

Atai Behan Vajpayee, die 
grey-haired leader of the Hindu 
nationalist and the man most 
Indians, according to opinion 
polls, w-anl to lead tlie country, 
is a relative spring-chicken at 
71. 

Tlie outgoing Inder Kunftr 
GujraJ. whose .minority coali- 
tion sparked the February - 
March national elections by 
resigning last war. comes m at 
78.“ 

Siuinmi Kesri, meanwhile, 
the leader of the once-domimnt 
Congress. — India’s second- 
largest political force behind die 
Hindu nationalists — is so ven- 
er.ible he can't e\cn recall when 
he was bom. 

His pany says Ik* is 82. His 
opponents say he is "an old man 
in a hum." 

Mr. Kesri, dressed in the 
wliite cap and wearing a Nchm 
jacket oxer hts loose white shirt 
and trousers the uni I ism of 
Congress politicians — avoids 
i!k* question altogedier, saying: 
"Why do you bother nK*‘.' 1 liaw 
not many wars left." 

Sonia Gandhi, dte widow of 
former premier Rajiv Gandhi 
and the Congress's star cam- 
paigner. is not pan of the same 
old story . She is only 51 — but 
has ruled herself out as an elec- 
tion candidate. 

Pran Gtupra. at the indepen- 
dent Centre of Policy Research, 
says “this age problem" is a new 
phenomenon. 

India's most high-profile 
prime ministers following inde- 
pendence in 1947. he points out. 
were \ ounger. 

"Jawaharial Nehru wusn t 
old. Indira Gandhi wasn't old, 
Rajiv Gandhi wasn't old" he 
says. while conceding their 
position in India's most famous 
political dynasty facilitated dieir 
rise to power. 

Nehru was 58 when he 
became die counuy 's first prime 
minister. Indira Gandhi was 4X 
wlien she came to power and 
Rajiv, the youngest of all. just 


4n. 

Mr. Clnipru says the "missing 
generation of leaden," dates 
hick to Iiuiiru Gandhi and tier 
tendency to "cut everyone dow n 
if sIk* expected a threat Itom 
them ... die disease spread from 
Congress to other parties.” 

Underlining die point. India's 
Communists. an jniluential Noe 
hoping to come to power within 
ti coalition, are projecting Jyoti 
Basil as dieir potemial prime 
minister. He is 83. His candida- 
cy is being pushed by 
Communist General Secreury 
H;irkisluin Singh Stujcd. mag- 
nificently heanied and aged 8 1 . 

/Ml this while leitders else- 
where across Uk* xwrld' appear 
to be getting younger and 
younger. 

Mr. Giopra, like B.G. 
Vetghese. a former editor of the 
Indian Express newspaper, 
agree drat the older generation 
in India are paid greater respect 
tktn in some other parts of (Ik* 
world. 

But lor Mr. Verghese, the old 
guard have also led to a steady 
atrophy in fresh ideas. 

"All die parties ;ue ‘status- 
qtKvisLs'. Internal P.trty 
Democracy is we-.ik. Tlie old 
loyalists keep coining forward 
and Uk* older puiies just go 
from one election to another," 
he argues. 

“It's an ailment of most of the 
parties. They ;uu not gening 
fresh ideas, the forward vision is 
not diere. 

"There nwy be a bit more 
respect for age here but people 
don't want old fogeys here 
cidicr. Younger people :tre more 
anKvnK*d abuut the future." 

Zoya Hass; tn. meanwhile, 
professor of political science at 
Uk* Jawaharial Nehru 
University, argues all is not 
gloom. 

Some younger leaders, armed 
widi laptop computers, are 
emerging at the head of sonw 
state governments, site says. 

And, despite gny'- haired 
apperiranees, ollici;d figures 
show dial things have been 
improving recently. 

India's outgoing parliament 
was the youngest in the ccain- 
uy’s 5(1 years of independence. 

TIk* average age stood at just 
over 45. comptirwl to almost 53 
in the previous parliament — 
the nfdesL since 1947. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 4, 199S 


Australian republic still a far-away 
prospect amid in-fighting 


CANBERRA (AFP) - 
Prospects lor an Australian 
republic by the turn of the 
century appeared Tuesday 
Ut he dimming amid deep- 
ening divisions among 
republicans at the constitu- 
tional convention here over 
the election of a president. 

Although leaders of the 
Australian Republican 
Movement (ARM) were 
still confident consensus 
can be reached — and 
Prime Minister John 
Howard has made it a con- 
dition of an early referen- 
dum — a number of promi- 
nent republicans made clear 
they are not prepared to 
accept compromise. 

They have also accused 
Malcolm Turnbull, chair- 
man of the ARM which has 
the biggest convention dele- 
gation. of stitching a deal 
with the monarchist 
Howard for a head of s fate 


elected by u two-thirds 
majority of parliament. 

The issue of whether a 
president would be popular- 
ly elected or appointed by 
parliament dominated 
recent dehate on Australia's 
constitutional future and 
has assumed greater impor- 
tance a! this convention 
than the more fundamental 
issue of severing links with 
Britain. 

Although Mr. Howard still 
favours a constitutional 
monarchy, he has said he 
believes the only viable 
republican model is one in 
which a president would be 
elected by a two thirds 
majority of parliament. 

This is also the model 
favoured by the ARM and, 
until recently, by a Labour 
opposition which voted last 
month to consider an alter- 
native. 

But some prominent 


republican delegates threat- 
ened Tuesday to vote with 
the monarchists if a popu- 
larly elected president is not 
in the preferred republic 
model. 

Former New South Wales 
and federal independent VIP 
Ted Mack, said he would 
not stand for any thing less 
than a popularly electeJ 
president. 

"I think we're seeing an 
attempt to son of railroad a 
predetermined decision 
through the conference 
Mr. Mack said. 

"Essentially I want a 
republic that has >ome 
advantages for the 
Australian public where 
the\ *ve got more participa- 
tion in government. To me. 
the bottom line is there must 
be direct elections. 

'if we’re going to cen- 
tralise powers to the panics, 
of course. I'll vote 'no' with 


the monarch ists." 

Another leading republi- 
can delegate. Aboriginal 
magistrate Pat O' Shane, 
said the ARM wants to 
deliver to the prime minister 
the sort of republican model 
he wants and to which she 
was strongly opposed. 

Asked if consensus sup- 
port for the ARM's pre- 
ferred model was possible, 
O' Shane told ABC radio: 
"Not if 1 have my say. 1 can 
assure you of that,” 

Mr. Tumbuli was also 
accused of being patronis- 
ing and “obnoxious” by 
Real Republic delegate 
Moira Rayner after he said 
she vvu> misguided in trying 
to widen debate to include 
other changes to the consti- 
tution beyond making 
Australia a republic. 

The crucial issue of what 
powers an Australian presi- 
dent should ha\e and how 


they would be defined was 
the major topic for debate 
during the second day of the 
histone convention 

Tuesday. 

Codifying the largely 
unwritten powers granted 
the governor-general in the 
current constitution is one 
of the greatest areas of divi- 
sion between monarchists 
and republicans and rival 
republican groups at the 
convention. 

Deputy opposition leader 
Gareth Evans said he would 
argue for a president having 
a ceremonial role only, 
especially if popularly 
elected. 

“There's a very strong 
case for codifying and sig- 
nificantly limiting and 
indeed eliminating a num- 
ber of the existing powers." 
Mr. Evans said. "If you do 
that, there is still a case for 
direct election.” 


Indian PM 
calls off 
visit to 
Kashmir 
site of Eid 
killings 

JAMMU. India (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral has 
cancelled a visit to a 
Kashmiri village where 
nine Muslims were killed 
by troops on the Islamic 
holiday of Eid Al Fitr, 
officials said Tuesday. 

An official spokesman 
for the Kashmir state gov- 
ernment said Mr. Gujral’s 
trip Tuesday to Kadrana. 
some 200 kilometres from 
Jammu, had been put off 
because of "bad weather." 

The state's chief 
Minister Farooq 

Abdullah, however, would 
still undertake the visit. 

Soldiers opened fire on 
a crowd in Kadrana on 
Jan. 31 after a failed 
attempt to arrest two sepa- 
ratist militant suspects. 

Seven men, a woman 
and a child died and about 
10 people were wounded. 
The army said they were 
forced to open fire after 
being attacked by a mob. 

Police sources here said 
intelligence reports sug- 
gested there could be 
protests if Mr. Gujral 
went to the village. 

Mure than 20.000 peo- 
ple have died in Muslim 
separatist violence in the 
disputed Himalayan state 
since 1989. Some sepa- 
ratists are demanding 
independence, others 
merger with Pakistan. 

New Delhi accuses 
Pakistan, which holds the 
northern third of the terri- 
tory, of fuelling the rebel- 
lion against Indian rule. 
Islamabad says its support 
is limited to diplomacy. 

Muslini-majority 
Kashmir has sparked two 
wars between India and 
Pakistan since 1947. 
Islamabad wants a U.N.- 
brokered referendum to 
decide the future of the 
territory. 


U.S. trial of drug baron’s decorators opens 
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NEW YORK i AFP) — Two 
Americans who worked as 
interior decorators for a 
Colombian drug lord plead- 
ed innocent Monday on 
charges of money-launder- 
ing." 

Alexander Blarek. 56, and 
Frank Pellechia. 49, are 
chained with conspiring to 
launder more than S10 mil- 
lion in cocaine sales profits 
generated in the United 
Slates by a drug operation 
headed by Jose Suntacruz 

Londono. 

Santacruz Londono — 
who was believed to be the 
largest cocaine distributor in 


the New York area — was 
shot and killed by 
Colombian police in IWo 
afrer breaking out ol prison. 

Mr. Blarek and Mr. 
Pellechia. ct»-ow ners of a 
thriving decorating business 
in San Francisco, were 
arrested in June by Drug 
Enforcement Agcnc) agents 
and brought to New York. 

Accord inn to a 29-page 
indictment, their main client 
between 1979 and 199b was 
Santacruz Londono, one ol 
the three leaders of the infa- 
mous CuE drug cartel. 

"Londono eouldn t spend 
his money ... the money had 


to be laundered, he needed 
people to spend it lor him 
and these two men did it for 
him” said prosecutor Mark 
Leruer. 

DEA agent Kenneth 
Robinson testified that he 
had warned Mr. Blarek in 
I9S2 that Santacruz 
Londono was a drug traf- 
ficker. The decorator said he 
believed his client to be a 
wealthy Colombian busi- 
nessman who had made his 
fortune in real estate. 
Prosecutors say the defen- 
dants decorated at least 10 
properties lor Santacruz 
Londono, including houses 


for him and his wife, anoth- 
er for his mistress, a country 
home and several offices. 

Defense lawyers said Mr. 
Blarek and Mr. Pellechia 
did spend millions of dol- 
lars of the late drug baron’s 
money but denied they 
engaged in laundering. 

"They are not racketeers, 
they are not drug dealers, 
they arc interior decora- 
tors.” said Mr. Pellechia’s 
anomey Paul Sheehtman. If 
convicted. Mr. Blarek and 
Mr. Pellechia could face up 
to 40 years for each count of 
conspiring to launder 
money. 


Kenyan opposition MPs to disrupt 
parliament over tribal massacres 


NAIROBI tAFP) — 
Kenyan opposition mem- 
bers of parliament have 
said they will disrupt the 
opening of parliament 
Tuesday to force the gov- 
ernment to halt “genocide” 
in the country's Rift Valley 
province. 

More than 100 people 
have been killed by armed 
raiders targeting mainly 
members of the opposition- 
supporting Kikuyu ethnic 
group in the province, 
since Jan. 14. 

Hundreds of homes have 
been torched during the 
attacks, said to have been 
perpetrated by members of 
President Daniel Arap 
Moi's Kalenjin tribe. 

"We are seized by our 
responsibility as national 
leaders to protect the lives 
and property of all 
Kenyans," the MPs said in 
a statement. 

The also called for a gen- 
eral strike in Nairobi 
Wednesday in memory of 
the "victims of the geno- 
cide." 

Opposition and church 
leaders have accused the 



Police arrest a protester near Kenya’s parliament after disrupting a demonstration in 
the city streets. About five people were arrested and several others injured when police 
forcefully broke-up the protest, called to pressure the government to end tribal dash- 
es which have lulled more than 100 people in the Rift Valley (Reuters photo) 


government of instigating 
the raids against Kikuyus, 
who voted overwhelmingly 
for the opposition in gener- 
al elections at the e~nd of 


December, to punish them 
and force them to move out 
before the next elections in 
2002. 

Tuesday's parliamentary 


session has been convened 
to elect a speaker and a 
deputy speaker and swear 
in the newly elected mem- 
bers. 


Texas poised to execute Karla Faye Tucker 


HUNTSVILLE. Texas 
(AFP) — Death-row inmate 
Karla Faye Tucker began 
the countdown to her execu- 
tion Tuesday as she awaited 
word on her last-ditch 
attempt to avoid death. 

With only hours to go 
until the scheduled execu- 
tion, her only hope Tor life 
laid with the U.S. Supreme 
Court, and with Texas 
Governor George Bush who 
can order a one-time 
reprieve of 30 days. 

Ms. Tucker lost a last- 
minute appeal for clemency 
Monday where the state 
Board of Pardons and 
Paroles turned down the 
convicted pickax murder- 
er’s bid to have her death 
sentence commuted to life 
in prison, or to at least delay 
the execution for 90 days. 

She is scheduled to die by 
lethal injection at 6:00 p.m. 
(0000 GMT Wednesday). 

"i am not afraid of dying. 
I know where I’m going, 
Jesus has already gone to 
prepare a place for me,” Ms. 
Tucker told a Christian tele- 
vision programme. 

Ms. Tucker says she is a 
born-again Christian. 

One of Ms. Tucker's 
lawyers David Botsford 
said his client remained 
"upbeat.” 

"Her faith in the Lord has 
not been disturbed one 
iota," he told reporters. 

Ms. Tucker, whose case 
has drawn international 
attention, would be the first 
woman executed in Texas 
since 1863 and the first in 
the United States in 14 
years. 

She was sentenced to die 
over the grisly 1983 murder 
of a Texas couple. 

Monday Ms. Tucker, 38. 



Condemned killer Karla Faye smiles in the Mountan 
View Unit in Gates ville, Texas, December 97 (Reuters 
photo) 


was taken by aeroplane 
front her cell in Mountain 
View, Texas to the 

Huntsville prison where she 
was scheduled to die. 

Prison spokesman David 
Nunley said several mem- 
bers of Ms. Tucker’s family 
including her father, sister 
and grandmother visited her 
at the prison. Mr. Nunley 
said Ms. Tucker has 

requested a banana, peach- 
es, salad and roast for her 
last meal. 

Mr. Bush has been flood- 
ed with more than 2.5UO let- 
ters, the vast majority of 
them from supporters of 


Ms. Tucker and most from 
outside Texas, plus another 
barrage of faxes. E-mail 
messages and phone culls. 

Ms. Tucker could avoid 
death Tuesday if the U.S. 
Supreme Court steps in. 
Last week her attorneys 
urged the high court to take 
up her case, arguing that 
Texas' Jaw on pardons was 
meaningless because in 20 
years no one has ever been 
granted a panJon in the 
state. 

After the state panel’s rul- 
ing, a spokeswoman for the 
governor said Mr. Bush 
would be briefed by his 


attorneys while awaiting the 
Supreme Court decision. 

"Governor Bush does not 
anticipate making a final 
decision until the Supreme 
Court rules on this legal 
challenge," spokeswoman 
Karen Hughes said. 

The Supreme Court 
recently agreed to hear a 
similar case involving a 
condemned man in Ohio. 

Ms. Tucker, who has 
admitted killing a Houston 
couple with an accomplice, 
has given interviews to all 
the major U.S. television 
networks in a successful bid 
to focus the public’s atten- 
tion on her case. The 
accomplice died in prison, 
j Viewers have become fas- 
cinated by this smiling, 
articulate woman — sexual- 
ly abused as a child and 
high on drugs and alcohol at 
the time of the killings — 
who has repented, married 
the prison pastor and 
embraced Christianity. 

Ms. Tucker said s be has 
experienced a religious con- 
version in prison and wants 
her sentence commuted on 
the grounds that she is no 
longer the person who got 
sexual pleasure from stab- 
bing people to death. 

The last woman put to 
death in the LInited States 
was Velma Barfield. 
Convicted of killing her 
fiancee, she was executed 
by lethal injection on Nov. 
2, 1984 in North Carolina. 
Like Ms. Tucker, she said 
she had a religious conver- 
sion in prison. 

Last year Texas put to 
death 37 men — the highest 
number since 1935, when 
some 28 went to the now- 
outlawed electric chair. 
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How solutions work 


IF THE threat of a military strike against Iraqi tar- 
gets materialises into the use of substantial forces, 
and ail indications that it will, Jordan stands to suf- 
fer the second heaviest losses after Iraq. Not only 
could our oil supplies be disrupted, our substantial 
trade w ith Iraq would most certainly be damaged as 
well. More than that, a new militant' conflagration in - 
the Gulf could force countless thousands of Iraqis, 
from the centre and the south, to flee across the bor- 
der. further straining this country’s limited capacity 
to cope w ith the influx of refugees. 

This is why perhaps HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
found it necessary to warn against the consequences 
of escalation on the Iraqi front In an interview i 
broadcast on Jordan Television two days ago. 

But if this is not enough to convince the world of 
why Jordan would like a peaceful end to the current 
crisis between Iraq and the U.N., let the internation- 
al community also be aware that the possible use of 
mass-destruction weapons, which is in fact at the 
heart of the standoff, could hurt us the most, espe- 
cially since we are in no way prepared for the oat- 
break of chemical and biological wars in our neigh- 
bourhood. 

While these genuine fears and trepidations justify 
fully Jordan’s call for a diplomatic solution. His 
Majesty the King's and the Crown Prince's public 
statements on the situation over Iraq spell out clear- 
ly the terms upon w hich a way out of the -potentially 
devastating mess can be found. Just as Jordan has 
seen faults with the way the U.S. has been handling 
the conflict with Iraq following the brutal invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990, we have also found the Iraqi leader- 
ship at fault in not doing enough to alleviate the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people caused by the U.N. boycott 
The Saddam Hussein regime cannot claim that 
Iraq's sovereignty will be violated if the U.N. is' 
allowed to inspect scores of presidential palaces, 
when, in fact -the whole country’s spvereigntycisr, 
threatened and impinged upon by the seven-year-old 
sanctions. Iraq has already covered a great distance 
in its cooperation with the U.N. inspection teams and 
it only has to satisfy the U.N. officials that it has no 
biological weapons left in its stockpile, a requirement 
that is shared by all countries in the region. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. must build on its proposal to 
increase Iraq's oil-for-food programme to $5 billion 
every six months by assuring Baghdad that once it 
satisfied the U.N. demands for the elimination of 
mass-destruction weapons, the crippling sanctions 
will be lifted altogether. 

To that end w e welcome all efforts made by Russia, 
the Europeans. Turkey. Iran and the Arab League to 
find a mutual formula acceptable to both Iraq and 
the Security Council. The U.S., for its part, can open 
a dialogue with Baghdad, just as it had done with 
other countries under similar circumstances, and 
achieve in the process a political breakthrough. 

Jordan will not be the only country to gain from a 
happy ending to this crisis. The peoples of the region 
and the antagonists themselves will And in it some 
real benefits. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fuhed Fanek addressed the potential dan- 
gers to Jordan if the U.S. launches a military strike on 
Iraq urging Ihe government to take action at all levels 
and rally The Arabs to prevent such an aggression. Dr. 
Fanek said, if Iraq is again exposed to a military strike, 
then Jordan's oil supplies will be cut. forcing the 
Kingdom to purchase its oil needs front Saudi Arabia at 
a cost of $600 million annually. In addition Jordan's 
exports to Iraq will be halted and rhe Kingdom will lose 
some $300 million annually. Worst of all, according to 
Dr. Fanek. Jordan will be flooded by tens of thousands 
of refugees fleeing the scerje of devastation or conflict 
in Iraq. Jcrdan is not an aUyof Iraq or other states in the 
region and does not harbour enmity to others, but a mil- 
itary strike against Iraq will deal a devastating blow to 
the Jordanian economy and will cripple the country, he 
warned. For this reason, said the writer, the govenunent 
should spare no effort in rallying Arab countries sup- 
port for an end to tension through diplomatic efforts via 
the Arab League. He said Jordan cannot stand by and 
watch the Iraqi nation annihilated and its own future 
ruined. 


Al D US tour's Mohammad Daoud criticised the gov- 
ernment for only verbally addressing the problems of 
incompetence in public administration offices and not 
taking any meaningful and effective steps to actually 
deal with the situation. Daoud claimed that in the past 
few months the government laid off some of its 
employees but hired others, and in both cases termina- 
tion of people's work and the appointment of others 
was not based on the principle of improving the system 
since many of those given jobs were either relatives or 
friends of officials irfhigh positions. The writer said the 
laid off employees increased the number of unem- 
ployed and complicated matters further. He said that 
only by opening the door to and encouraging invest- 
ments can many of the country’s ills be addressed. 
Furthermore, he said, overstaffed government depart- 
ments can transfer their civil servants to another, and 
employees can be given training Courses to better their 
performance. He said investments designed to improve 
the economy require a sound public administrative sys- 
tem. 


The scandal and the conspiracy 


THE SCANDAL that has been consuming Washington 
during the past ten days may well have been fed by a con- 
spiracy. However, it is nor the conspiracy widely believed 
by many in the Arab World and in parts of the Arab 
.American community. 

Since the story of the president’s alleged affair with a 
White House employee broke in the midst of his meetings 
with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and resulted in divert- 
ing significant attention from the peace process, it has 
appeared to some that the entire episode was a ploy engi- 
neered to weaken Clinton’s efforts to pursue the peace 
process. This is what I have heard from friends, Arab 
intellectuals and policy and opinion makers, as well as a 
flood of callers to my office and my TV and radio show's. 

It is only slightly ironic that coexisting with the view is 
the speculation that the president, faced with this scandal, 
may now be forced to take military action against Iraq in 
order to. divert public attention from his domestic diffi- 
culties. 

There is. however, little evidence to support either view. 
In fact, if there is any conspiracy at all, it may well be the 
one first lady Hillary Clinton suggested when she point- 
ed to a five-year effort by “forces on the far right” that has 
been trying to destroy her husband's presidency. 

Kenneth Starr, for example, the conservative 
Independent Counsel, is at the centre of Mrs. Clinton's 
allegation. He has, since assuming his post three years 
ago. spent over $30 million (of taxpayer dollars) in a 
determined effort to charge Bill Clinton with a crime and 
have him removed from office. During this period, Starr 
has investigated: the alleged scandal involving the 
Arkansas land-deal known as “Whitewater’’; the allega- 
tion that Mrs. Clinton withheld information from his 
investigation into questionable billing practices by her 
old law fimv. the allegation that a White House employee 
and friend of the Clinton's did not. as the police reported, 
commit suicide; alleged improprieties, in the firing of 
employees of the White House travel office: and the 
improper use by a White House employee of secret FBI 
employment records of former Bush administration 
appointees. To date, despite extending his mandate well 
beyond its original purpose, to investigate “the 
Whitewater affair,” Starr has been unable to find any 
offence with which to indict either the president or the 
first lady. 

Far from ending his investigation, each failure has only 
prompted Starr to look for new offences. In the current 
alleged scandal, Starr has connected with the right-wing 
funded and supported Paula Jones sex-harassment suit 
against the president This has prompted the first lady and 
other supporters of the president to charge that Starr is no 
longer investigating, but is pursuing a politically motivat- 
ed vendetta to get the president. 

In this vein, Stan-’s efforts do not stand alone. The 
National Taxpayer Union recently issued a study showing 
that in the past three years, the Congress has spent over 
$190 million to investigate various charges against the 
White House. In all, there have been 20 Senate and House 
committees looking into a wide range of allegations. 

Therefore., if there is a conspiracy to weaken the presi- 
dent.' the obvious place to look, as the first lady suggests. , 


is to those who have been working so bard to destroy 

Clinton since he was elected. 

Another observation that can be made that runs counter 
to die theory that the current White House scandal is the 
result of those out to damage the Middle East peace effort 
is that there has not been any observable change in U.5. 
Middle East policy. 

Just this week, for example, the president issued an 
impressive Eid Al Fitr message to the Muslim World m 
which he reiterated his support for the Palestinian nght 
“to live as a free people” — a formula which has been 
praised by the Palestinian leadership and roundly criti- 
cised by hardline Israelis. In the same greeting, the presi- 
dent responded affirmatively to the recent overture 
extended to the United States by Iranian President 
Khatami. Clinton spoke of U.S. “regret over the estrange- 
ment of our two nations” and praised Iran as “an impor- 
tant country with a rich and ancient heritage.” He indicat- 
ed that problems that currently exist between the United 
States and Iran “are not insurmountable" and welcomed 
“more exchanges between our peoples.” These views will 
not be received positively bv hardline supporters of Israel 
in the United States who are determined to reject any 
opening to Iran. 

The effort to pursue the peace process will continue as 
well — but in much the same manner it has since Madrid. 
The United States has never used overt and decisive pres- 
sure against Israel — the kind that the Arab World would 
like to see used and the kind we know Israel deserves 
given its illegal and intransigent behaviour. However, this 
has nothing to do with the current scandal. 

It is not necessary to mythologise about the hidden 
power of an all-powerful lobby to explain the absence of 
pressure on Israel — It is a function of real politics in the 
U.S. political system. 

Moreover, in the case of Iraq, the administration's 
stance vis-a-vis with that country has been clear for 
months now. They have threatened to use force long 
before there was the hint of a scandal. 

The real danger presented by the current scandal in 
Washington is not that it will change U.S. policy towards 
the peace process or that it will prompt the White House 
to use force against Iraq. The danger is that either 
Netanyahu or Saddam Hussein will misread the current 
situation and refuse to alter their policies — in the case of 
Netanyahu, resulting in the destruction of the peace 
process, and in the case of Saddam Hussein, bringing on 
a tragic confrontation that will only add to the suffering 
of the Iraqi people. 

There are some disturbing, and some interesting, addi- 
tional observations that can be made from the develop- 
ments of the past ten days. 

The real scandal of this period, 1 believe, has been the 
feeding frenzy that was generated by a wild and reckless 
U.S. media. First, it must be noted that the entire sordid 
story has been based on three sources: the illegally and 
secretly obtained tapes of Monica Lewinsky's communi- 
cations with Linda Tripp: rumours about the contents of 
the president’s and Lewinsky's secret depositions in the 
Paula Jones lawsuit; and Washington-based gossip and 
unfounded stories. . 

It is evident from reading just the few published pages 


of transcripts of the Lewinsky tapes that Tripp, although 
pretending to be her friend, was in fact maliciously coax- 
ing her to say more in order to trap her into providing 
allegations against the president A little-reported fact is 
that while these tapes remain the major source of the 
story of the scandal, only a few reporters from one mag- 
azine have actually heard them, and they have heard only 
one-tenth of them. Al of the reporting that has occurred is 
based on r um ours and allegations of what various 
reporters have been told are on those tapes. This is hard- 
ly responsible journalism. 

The Washington press coips has behaved badly. 

They salivated over any sensational rumour and report- 
ed it as fact, subjecting American homes to unprecedent- 
ed salaciousness for hours each day. The result of this 
non-stop barrage of sex-filled commentary has been to 
create a backlash against the press itself. Too many 
details of the story have already been proven to be false: 
there was no secret service agent who caught the presi- 
dent and Lewinsky; there is no stained dress; and 
Lewinsky didn't give the president the tie he wore at the 
1997 State of the Union. 

The president has vigorously denied the charges and his 
wife has joined in strongly supporting her husband. 
However, in Washington today, it has become a sign of 
sophistication to be cynical and disrespectful. It is -not 
allegations about the president’s character that has fed the 
disrespectful jokes made by popular TV comics. The 
same kinds of jokes are told by the same comics about 
Attorney General Janet Reno, about whom there are no 
allegations of impropriety. 

The same media that last year interrupted the presi- 
dent's State of the Union message to report on the 0.1. 
Simpson verdict, this year abandoned its coverage of the 
Middle East peace talks and the Pope’s historic visit to 
Cuba in order to devote 10 to 12 hours a day to speculate 
on an alleged sex scandal. The preoccupation of the U.S. 
press with sex and sensationalism is the scandal we 
should be discussing. 

The president told me last week that we needed to be 
patient and confident and that he needed to continue to 
focus on the work he was elected to carry out. He appears 
to be doing just that and the American people are 
responding affirmatively. 

When the story first broke last week, according to one 
poll, the president was enjoying a high favourabUity rat- 
ing of 60' per cent After the first few days of non-stop 
press frenzy, his rating dropped to 56 per cent. The press 
began to boast that the president's support was eroding. 
But, following the State of the Union message, the presi- 
dent’s rating has shot up to an unprecedented 67 percent 

The polls also show, however, that the public is some- 
what and understandably, confused. On the one band, 
they are uncertain about the charges against the president 
being fed an almost daily dose of scandal for ten days 
now. On the other hand, they like this president and 
respect his performance in leading the country’. Moreover, 
in the end as it has been in the past two elections and in 
Clinton’s entire career in office, it appears that it is his 
performance as president that counts most with the piib- - 
lic. ... 
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LETTERS 


Blinded by anger 




To the editor: 


mm 






IN REFERENCE to the letter headlined 
“Where is the honour” (Jordan Times, 
Jan. 25, 1998), I would like to applaud 
Tammy Summy-on her views. 

It is refreshing to see that there are 
people around who think the way she 
does. 

Because we are living in an Arab soci- 
ety. I. like Ms. Summy have come across 
people who tell stories about stabbing 
and shooting of girls and women to 
regain family honour, stories that go like 
this: “Did you hear about that giri? Her 
cousin shot her, and she really deserved 
it." 

There certainly are other ways to 
resolve these problems. Deep in my 
heart, I never ever agreed to the concept 
of honour killing. I think it is so 
uncivilised and evil. Those who commit 
such crimes are blinded by their anger 


and it’s as if Satan is occupying their 
minds. But ope day they will regret it so 
much. 

Everybody makes mistakes — I realise 
that some are much bigger than others, 
but hey.. .look at Clinton!! And he is the 
MAN of the United States of America!! 
Like Ms. Summy said, life needs to be 
cherished, everyone needs to understand 
this. 

It seems to be a norm to end your 
daughter's life when such a situation 
occurs; does it make those who take 
these lives feel macho or what? Well I 
know this, no matter how good it makes 
them feel, it will be very temporary. They 
will forever suffer a pain in their bean 
that will continuously cut like a 
knife... they will never be happy. 


Reem Madanat 
Long Beach. California 
USA 


Israel shows contrasting approaches to ‘threats’ from Iraq, Iran 


By George S. EDshmeh 


WASHINGTON — There has been a stark 
difference between the way Israel has been 
dealing publicly with the alleged threat of 
“weapons of mass destruction” that are or 
will imminently be in the possession of Iran 
and Iraq, the two Gulf countries straddling 
the world’s largest concentration of oil and 
gas. 

Analysts here have provided little plausi- 
ble explanation about Israel's low-key reac- 
tion to the standoff with Iraq’s Saddam 
Hussein over free access to U.N. weapons 
inspectors, a situation that is threatening to 
explode in military strikes on Iraq within 
“weeks," according to U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine .Albright who has been on a 
world trip “explaining” the uncompromis- 
ing American position. 

One of Israel’s foremost experts on Iraq 
who served as adviser to several Israeli 
prime ministers, Amatzia Ba/am, said here 
recently that Israel feels it can do “nothing 
politically” about Iraq’s non-conventional 
weapons programme. 

Baram, a professor of Middle Eastern 
History at Haifa University and at present a 
visiting fellow at the U.S. Institute of Peace 
in Washington, says the Israeli authorities 
feel, “We can leave this job to the 
Americans and Brits.” 

In fact, he continued, “there is a school l of 
thought) in Israel that feels Israel is better 
off with Saddam Hussein in place because 
everybody knows he is dangerous but under 
control.” 


Israel has been assured during Albright's 
stopover in Jerusalem that the United States 
would stand by Israel if it were threatened 
by an Iraqi attack, an assurance which 
allowed Israel to take a back seat to the 
looming showdown between Baghdad and 
Washington. The U.S. response would be 
“swift and forceful” if Iraq launched any 
missiles on Israel or any other country in the 
Middle East, she promised. 

Subsequently, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu imposed a gag order 
on aJl cabinet members and senior officials 
on the situation with Iraq. The only excep- 
tion was Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai. who. along with his subordi- 
nates, was said to have been discounting the 
likelihood of an Iraqi attack since in their 
opinion Iraq has no more than several mis- 
siles armed with non-conventional war- 
heads. 

This Israeli view of Iraq contrasts sharply 
with the one presented at a background 
briefing here on Iran’s efforts to acquire 
long-range missiles from Russia by a senior 
aide who accompanied Netanyahu during 
last month's talks with President Clinton on 
reviving the comatose Middle East peace 
process. 

“The Iranian programme could be com- 
pleted in a matter of a year, plus or minus a 
few months,'* he warned. 

The Israeli aide began by acknowledging 
that his country is at present part of an inter- 
national effort aimed at containing prolifer- 
ation in weapons of mass destruction in the 
Middle East, but made no mention of Iraq or 


his government's own nuclear capabilities. 
He only pointed to the efforts against Iran, 
which he described as a “country whose 
motivations and capabilities are ... in a posi- 
tion to project power beyond its immediate 
vicinity and through the acquisition of 
strategic weapons.” 

If this happens it could be “catastrophic 
for the Middle East and regional stability,” 
he declared, although one Israeli present at 
the briefing questioned all that hype about 
Iranian missiles since he thought it unlikely 
that they would attack Tel Aviv as propagat- 
ed. 

The approach that Israel undertook 
against this Iranian effort, he continued, was 
to seek the assistance of the United States in 
stopping the flow of Russian technology to 
Iran. 

But if this trend continues, he added, and 
the effort to contain it fails, then "at the end 
of the day Israel's search and quest for sta- 
bility and security may compel it ... to 
devise and develop ... capabilities which are 
now potentially present." He did not elabo- 
rate, but the impression was that he was 
referring to Israel’s undeclared nuclear arse- 
nal. 

The senior Israeli official, whose name 
could not be disclosed under the terms of 
the briefing, accused Russian firms of bein* 
in collusion with the Iranian authorities 
since mid- 1996 in building that country’s 
missile programme. 

After early denials by the Russian govern- 
ment, the issue was taken up at the highest 
level of the U.S. and Russian governments. 


He credited the threat of sanctions raised by 
the usually pro-Israel American Congress 
and the efforts of U.S. Vice President Al 
Gore and President Clinton — in that order 
— who wrote a series of letters to the 
Russian leadership compelling the Russian 
leadership to change its mind. 

*‘We thought that by mid- January the 
moment of truth would come because it 
would become clear whether the Russians 
are getting the message or not,” he said. 
m Although the situation is not all that 
“unambiguous,” he continued, the Russians 
have taken action to curtail the activities of 
the Russian firms. “However, we do not 
know and we are not sure whether this 
action, this intensive action by the Russian 
authorities, implies an earnest move to stop 
that cooperation (with the Iranians).” 

Netanyahu's aide said it would take “a 
few more weeks” for Israel to make its own 
assessment — “and to make it known." 

Russian participation and contributions 
are repotted essential for the Iranian missile 
programme, he said, but “if this is arrested 
m time it could have a significant effect" jn 
derailing the Iranian effort. 

We are in a race against time,” he 
stressed, pointing to the large number of 
Russian firms that are involved in the effort. 
He pointed out that two engine testings 
were held last December. “I do not remem- 
ber such intensity in the past which suggests 
that they could be accelerating the pro- 

p^mme. In that case we cannot wait for 
long. 
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Features/News 

Former S. African student activist 
to become ‘your excellency’ 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 4, 1998 
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South Africa’s new High Com- 
missi oner-design me in London 
is a former student activist who 
was tortured in an apartheid jail 
and later escaped assassination 
by a military death squad. Gavin 
Enins profiles a diplomat with a 

radical past. 


LONDON — The uonian whose 
hand Nelson Mandela once raised 
al a rally and said "Here is your 
next president" is about to take up 
the posi of High Commissioner in 
London. 

Few diploma! s have such a radi- 
cal past. 

Eighteen years ago. Cheryl Caro- 
lus was the embodiment of the rev- 
olutionary ideal: a black, street- 
wise, working class, feminist 
intellectual. 

Almost all her student radicals 
were impressed by what she said 
jnd the way she said it. hard-hit- 
ting and humorous, full of rolling 
rs and profanities. 

"She was the golden girl of the 
[liberation l movement.” recalls 
Ingrid FaJck, a British television 
director who worked with her in 
the early 1980s. "She was really 
inspiring and a brilliant orator, but 
she was warm and friendly and 
there was nothing of the designer 
revolutionary about her." 

Her childhood was pockmarked 
by the banishment of "coloureds'* 
from Cape Town's "white areas," 
and she and her three sisters were 
raised with an acute sense of injus- 
tice, though neither their printer's 
assistant farher or their nurse's 
aide mother were politicos. 

At high school she dreamed of 
becoming an actress hut she look 
to the political stage by joining a 
radical school group. 

In 1976. while studying law at 
the University of the "Western 
Cape, she was detained for five 
months and tortured, but recently 
declined to give evidence about 
the episode to the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission which is 
looking into apartheid-era human 
rights abuses. "There are ordinary 
people with fur worse stories to 
tell." she explained. 

Imprisonment, however, con- 
firmed her life's path: "There was 
no way I could retain my dignity 
without fighting back. I didn't get 
involved in politics — I got 
involved in life." 

She worked as a teacher, tried 
her hand as a poet and author, and 
organised her local communities 
while drinking the men under the 
table. 

Two years after marrying an 
accountant, she was elected 
regional general secretary of the 
United Democratic Front, 
launched as a front for the banned 
African National Congress (ANC). 
Her marriage collapsed. 

During the subsequent state of 
emergency, most leaders kept their 
heads down when the youths con- 
fronted the armoured cars. Not 
Carolus. A fellow activist recalls: 
“She had a strong sense of herself 
as one of the people and could 
communicate with ordinary people 
better than any of us. so when the 
kids were throwing stones and 
petrol bombs she joined them on 
the barricades." 

She was grabbed by the security 
police again and "banned" under 
the emergency regulations. She 
rejected the option of exile, 
explaining chat she feared 


apartheid would lust forever and 
s»» 1 d have n> leave lor more than 
20 years." 

Instead, she went into hiding, 
using various disguises — includ- 
ing dressing as a man. It later 
emerged that a military death 
squad had targeted her for assassi- 
nation in this period. 

Recruited into the Communist 
Party, she later became one of its 
internal leaders, though today her 
views are humanist pink rather 
than Marxist red. 

"1 didn't arrive at socialism by 
intellectual debate, but because I 
came from a working class com- 
munity and undersimnJ the roots of 
poverty.” she explained. 

In 1990. after a 15-year friend- 
ship. she married Graeme Bloch, a 
white activist who is now a senior 

bureaucrat. 


‘[ Cheryl Carolus] 
always manages to 
stay within the loop 
because she can com- 
bine speaking very 
frankly with a keen 
sense of what is 
politic, and on top of 
that she’s young , 
she’s energetic and 
she’s definitely cool.’ 


On their wedding day. the ANC 
issued u tongue-in-cheek direc- 
tive: "No children for five years — 
there's too much work to be done." 
She recently explained to a friend 
why she had kept this faith: "Too 
many progressives have mixed-up 
kids. I feel very strongly that any- 
one who has the arrogance to wil- 
fully create another human being 
should accept unqualified respon- 
sibility to invest in them." 

When Mandela was released 
from jail. Carolus was included in 
the ANC’s negotiating team and 
handed responsibility for coordi- 
nating party policy. She was on the 
fast track for a senior cabinet posi- 
tion, so it came as a shock when 
she said she was not available to 
stand for parliament. 

When Mandela’s angry exhorta- 
tions about “indiscipline" failed, 
he made an offer: a cabinet posi- 
tion of her choice. Carolus refused 
him again and provides a com- 
pendium of rationales — "selfish- 
ness," not knowing what she wants 
to be when she "grows up” and an 
aversion to "career politics.’’ But 
there was more to it. 

"She made a big mistake." a 
senior government official told 
me. "What she failed to realise 
was that once you win in a parlia- 
mentary system, access to power 
centres around the government and 
is sucked away from the party." 

Many of those who accepted cab- 
inet posts were less able than her, 
and enjoyed the materia! largesse 
of political power. Carolus took a 
different path. As one friend pul it: 
"She works harder ihun anyone I 
know — often ’til 2 a.m. and then 
up at live o'clock to go jogging — 
so they tolerate her while always- 
looking for fault because, when it 
conies down to it, the ANC is a tra- 
ditional organisation with huge 


levels of prejudice against women 
leaders, particularly if they’re not 
African.’’ 

She was appointed ANC acting 
general secretary in 1986 and had 
to straddle the growing gap 
between the party and government, 
cither playing the party hack, 
defending controversial policies 
and disciplining errant members, 
or acting as the members’ watch- 
dog through criticising the govern- 
ment. 

She successfully opposed cabinet 
ministers when they refused to 
assist the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s investigations into 
ANC detention camp atrocities, 
castigated Winnie Mandela for 
"improper and cowardly” behav- 
iour and publicly offered the coun- 
try's education minister several 
"friendly words of criticism." 

Late Iasi year she told Mandela 
she would be standing down at the 
party’s end-uf-year conference. 
She explained: “I always believe 
in dean cuts — lake your chewing 
glim off the bedpost, say 'Bye-bye 
ducky’ and off you go.” 

Mandela was sympathetic, say- 
ing (hat while he did not fully 
understand, he wanted her to be 
happy. He offered (he London 
posting. 

Most of her South African asso- 
ciates insi.si she will nourish. Said 
one close friend: "When 1 first 
heard. I laughed. Cheryl? I mean 
she’s not someone to he embar- 
rassed if she comes into a meeting 
in her tracksuit, still sweaty alter 
her run. so 1 can’t quite picture her 
being ever so polite with the Lords 
and Ladies. But. then again, she 
has immense charm so she’ll do 
fine.” 

Or as an old underground ceil 
member, Tony Karon, put it: “She 
always manages to stay within the 
loop because she can combine 
speaking very frankly with a keen 
sense of what is politic, and on top 
of that she's young, she's energetic 
and she’s definitely cool.” 

But she still retains the habit of 
calling her people "comrade” and 
describes herself as the "worst 
diplomat in the world.” She may 
have succumbed to a nattier hair-, 
style and acquired a taste for sharp 
outfits; but it will lake some effort 
to get used to curtseying to Queen 
Elizabeth, wooing quick-buck 
investors and swapping her modest 
home in crime-filled Kensington, 
Johannesburg, for the safer splen- 
dours of "High veld.” the High 
Commissioner's residence in 
Kensington. London. 

But perhaps it’s a lair match: for 
Tony Blair's “new” Britain, one of 
the brightest faces of the "new” 
South Africa: for 40-year-old Car- 
olus. a fresh angle on the world, a 
break from tbe unforgiving 90- 
hour week and a chance to indulge 
in her love of jazz music and late 
night revelry. 

And just maybe, when the pull of 
home becomes irresistible, she 
will finally allow what she calls 
her ’’passion for politics” to take 
her down the path Nelson Mandela 
proposed for her seven years ueo. 
Bui perhaps that’s too much to ask 
— Gemini News 

The writer is a freelance journalist 
currently based in London and 
worked for many years in South 
Africa. 

Gemini News Service 


German wine undergoes red revolution 


By Mark John 
Reuters 

DERNAl 1 , Germany — German wine, as 
everyone knows, is summed up like this: 
lltexe ore Riesling witiles. which can be 
very guud, and llierc :ire Liebfraumilch 
wliues — which can lx* nose-wrinklingly 
awful. 

German red wine, of course, simply does 
not figure. Or rather it didn’t, until a quiet 
revolution begun producing German reds 
dial for tire lirst time stand comparison 
with the best from France. 

The revolution is directed from cellars 
like that of Werner Naekel, one of a hand- 
ful of German red wine specialists whose 
produce con now command unheard -of 
prices at home and abroad. 

“WVe started from scratch. There was 
absolutely no genuine red wine tradition 
here to speak of,” said Naekel, a former 
schoolteacher who 1 5 years ago took over 
his parent’s wine business in Demau. a vil- 
lage in the Ahr Valley wine region close to 
Germany's border with Belgium. 

Tltat is not to say German rod wine did 
not exist. But ujtut did u as often produced 
using the some methods as for white wine. 
The a-suli was a thin, insipid liquid that 
critics would politely describe as "quaffing 
wine." 

Nothing could be further from the deep. 


powerful flavours emanating from 
Naekel '% flagship wine, known as "S.” 
w hich owes much to an apprenticeship the 
German served among the top producers in 
Burgundy and in Italy's Piedmont region. 

Naekel relumed to the Ahr with methods 
that had rarely been seen in Germany. 
Everything was new. from the fermenta- 
tion process through to the use of smaller 
barrels. Crucially, the volume of wine he 
would seek to yield from his grapes was 
cut dramatically. 

The result is that “S." which in recent 
vintages lias been sold out before it has 
even been bottled, now changes hands in 
auctions for several hundred marks a bottle 
— compared to its 48 mark ($26.21 ) retail 
price. 

Gaining international respect 

Aside from Naekel. other German labels 
such as Heger, Philippi and Knipser ore all 
gaining international respect that few 
would have thought possible only years 
ago. 

A mark of their new seriousness is that 
the German foreign ministry's protocol 
department — w hich for years relied on 
classic French reds ai state banquets — 
now exclusively offers German vintages 
with the main course. 

For the wider retail market, however, the 


problem is that production of the new-gen- 
erarion reds is so limited that prices are 
going through the roof. 

* "On an international level. German (red) 
wine is too expensive at the moment," said 
Joel Payne, wine critic and co-author of a 
German w'uie guide (Weinguide Deutsch- 
land ‘98) published by the French food and 
wine bible Gault Millau. 

That is not deterring some foreign buyers 
— particularly from Asia — who are pre- 
pared to pay a substantial premium for the 
novelty of top-quality German red wine. 

“But as more good wine is produced, 
supply will catch up with demand and 
prices will fall.” Payne added 

According to the German Wine Federa- 
tion. an extra 3,000 hectares (7.410 acres) 
were given over to red wine production 
from 1990 to 1996 — still leasing red 
grapes accounting for just a fifth of Ger- 
many’s total 1 05.000 vineyard heciaruge. 

Despite evidence of increased planting 
of red grapes Iasi year. Naekel says he and 
the other red specialises need not be too 
concerned about increased competition as 
more producers climb on the bondw'agon. 

"Wine, zhank God. is not like potatoes 
that you can plant one year and reap the 
next. If you replant gropes, you don't have 
any wine at ail for four years — and even 
after that, you don’t know what you are 
going to get." 


Paper confiscations are delaying tactic — newspaper publishers 


(Continued from page I) 

official channels of the High 
Court’s ruling.” Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi said on Mon- 
day. “Once the government has 
been informed, the prime min- 
ister will issue an executive 
order to the concerned authori- 
ties, who will implement it," he 
said. 

Speaking at a regular press 
briefing following Tuesday's 
Cabinet meeting, the minister 
rejected claims by journalists 
and lawyers that the confisca- 
tion was illegal. 

"If is only a matter of days... 
but some journalists did not 
wait for the decision to reach 
us... the press is rushing things, 
and this is the cause of the 
problem," Dr. Mutawi stated. 

The government maintains 
that the" High Court's rulings 


ore not retroactive, and thus its 
decision to revoke the licences 
of 13 weeklies is still standing. 
But the often unruly weeklies, 
w hich I iave long opposed the 
1994 peace treaty with Israel, 
disagreed 

Mr. Hroub told the Jordan 
Times that his newspaper will 
abide by the government's 
order for now, but added that 
he was going to contact a team 
of lawyers to fight back and 
seek compensation for finan- 
cial losses. 

“The government's decision 
is wrong and against Article 26 
of the High Court’s statute, 
which stipulates that High 
Court's verdicts are final and 
cannot be appealed" Mr. 
Hroub told the Jordan Times. 

Officials have said the gov- 
ernment, taken by surprise, 
plans to contest the High 
Court’s ruling. 


But it has not yet decided 
whether it will approach ihe 
Court of Cassation, which acts 
as a Constitutional Court, or 
the Higher Council — chaired 
by the Senate speaker and 
comprising five senators and 
five senior judges from the 
Coun of Cassation. 

Meanwhile, the Lower 
House's 12-member National 
Guidance Commiuee (NGC), 
which is now examining the 
government's amendments for 
their passage as ordinary law. 
appeared inclined to return the 
revisions to the government. 

“The draft law is now before 
the NGC. which is entitled io 
deride w'heiher to send it back 
to the government, amend it, or 
add to iL But the government 
cannot withdraw it [the draft], 
because it now belongs to the 
House," Dr. Mutawi explained 

“Again...! i will be a matter of 


days." he added. 

The future of the amended 
Jaw is expected to be the focus 
of discussion when the Low er 
House meets today. 

The High Court said the 
introduction of a temporary 
law was unconstitutional since 
there was no state of emer- 
gency or necessitating circum- 
stances for the government to 
change the previous law. 

The amendments, widely 
opposed by political parties, 
unions and independent per- 
sonalities, were described by a 
U.S.-based human rights group 
as putting freedom of expres- 
sion "under siege." 

They introduced prohibitive 
capita] requirements for dailies 
and weeklies, increased the list 
of topics forbidden to be 
reported, and stipulated harsh 
penalties for violations of the 
law. 


Jordan will not allow refugees from Iraq in to its territories 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jordan did not have the 
capabilities of hosting new- 
waves of refugees. 

Dr. Mutawi told journal- 
ists that during yesterday’s 
Cabinet session Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Mohammad 
Hourani briefed the minis- 
ters on the country’s oil 
reserves status. 

He said that Jordan has 
enough oil to last it the 
whole period of the crisis, 
but declined to say for how- 
many days. 

He said that Jordan con- 
tacted several Arab states, 
including Saudi Arabia, to 
provide the Kingdom with 
its requirements of fuel in 
case the flow of oil from 
Iraq was interrupted. 

Dr. Mutawi said that Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
Fayez Tarawneh discussed 
with Saudi officials die re- 
opening of the old oil 


pipeline that links Jordan 
with Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Hassan has said in 
the TV interview that Jor- 
dan had "no alternatives to 
Iraqi oil. If we think about 
receiving oil from other 
countries it will take one 
month to maintain and 
clean the existing pipeline." 

An Amman-based diplo- 
mat however, said that if oil 
supplies from Iraq were 
stopped, Jordan can impon 
oil from Saudi Arabia in 
tanker trucks from the Red 
Sea port of Yanbu. 

The diplomat, who asked 
not to be named, told the 
Jordan Times that an agree- 
ment was worked out 
between the two neighbour- 
ing states in the past few 
days. 

He added that according 
to the deal, Jordan will not 
receive preferential rate for 
the Saudi oil but will have 
to buy it at international 
prices. 


Jordan currently pays less 
than the world market price 
for the Iraqi oil. Iraq sup- 
plies the Kingdom with 
90.000 barrels of oil daily 
under a special U.N. per- 
mission. 

Economists said that such 
importing of Saudi oil will 
certainly be expensive but 
will in no way harm the 
country’s foreign currency 
reserve, which stands cur- 
rently at $1.8 billion. Min- 
ister Mutawi. however, said 
that the government was in 
contact with several coun- 
tries and international insti- 
tutions to help the Kingdom 
meet any urgent require- 
ments. 

The minister said that 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sa’eed Sahaf 
is expected to visit Amman 
for talks with Jordanian 
officials on the crisis. He 
did not give a date for the 
visit. 

Meanwhile, Jordanian 


opposition parties are plan- 
ning a procession for Fri- 
day as part of their cam- 
paign in support of Iraq, an 
opposition source told the 
Jordan Times. 

The source, who asked 
not to be named, said that 
the rally will start after the 
Friday prayers from AI 
Husseini Mosque in down 
town Amman, to AI 
Hashimiyeh Square. 

It was not dear if the 
authorities have approved 
the peaceful procession as 
required by law. 

The source said that the 
opposition parties will hold 
similar rallies in Irbid, 
Zarqa and Balqa. 

He said that parties 
agreed to form a delegation 
to head to Syria to meet 
with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad and press him 
to show more support for 
Iraq in its crisis with the 
United States. 


explaining cnat sne icart-u — • •• — — — r — — — 

Iraq, W Iraq invites congressmen to Baghdad, Russia declares shifts in Iraqi position 




(Continued from page J) 

U.S. and Saudi officials. Ms. 
Albright said. 

She later left for Cairo for 
talks with Mr. Mubarak, 
who has opposed military 
action against Baghdad. 

If diplomacy fails to hall 
the Iraq-U.N. standoff by 
next week. U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen 
will four Gulf Arab states to 
discuss contingency plans 
for a military strike against 
Iraq, diplomats in Doha said 
on Tuesday. 

"The programme is tenta- 
tive on (the fate of thel reso- 
lution of the crisis through 
diplomatic means." said a 
U.S. diplomat. 

“We all would prefer the 
crisis to be resolved through 
diplomatic channels, as the 
president and the secretary 
of state have said. But if the 
four is fixed, we’ll let you 
know the next day,” he said. 

_ The tentative programme 
indicates Mr. Cohen would 
visit all six Gulf Arab states 
from Sunday to Tuesday to 
coordinate a programme of 
whai the diplomat culled a 
“substantial bombing raid” 


against Baghdad. 

Britain said Monday it is 
preparing a draft U.N. Secu- 
rity ■Council resolution 
insisting that Baghdad grant 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
•■full and unrestricted 
access” to suspected 
weapons sites. 

The Brisiish Foreign 
Office refused to say 
whether the resolution 
would declare Iraq to be in 
"material breach” ot a U.N. 
resolution demanding it dis- 
mantle its major weapons 
programmes — setting the 
legal foundation for military 
action. 

"You wouldn’t expect me 
10 discuss the details with 
you," said a Foreign Office 
spokesman. speaking 
anonymously. “The wording 
is still being discussed with 
our allies.” 

Announcing the plan to 
parliament earlier, British 
foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook" said it was vital to 
show that it was not just 
Britain and the United States 
— Iraq's strongest critics on 
the council — who arc con- 
cerned at President Hus- 
sein’s refusal to comply with 


U.N. demands that inspec- 
tors be allowed in. 

Declaring that Iraq was in 
"material breach" of the 
U.N Security Council reso- 
lution 687 of 1991. which 
ended the Gulf war and 
demanded that Iraq disman- 
tle its major weapons pro- 
grammes, would put the 
U.S. on solid legal ground to 
use force. 

Without that, the British 
resolution would have little 
bite. 

Arab League chief Esmut 
Abdul Mcguid, on the eve of 
a trip to Baghdad urged the 
United Stales and Britain to 
delay by a few months any 
military strike on Iraq. 

His call coincided with 
Ms. Albright's visit to Cairo. 

"We’re talking of a prob- 
lem which has existed for 
seven years and if necessary 
we will wait a few more 
months to solve it peaceful- 
ly." the secretary general of 
the 22-member pan-Arab 
organisation told a news 
conference here. 

"This delay must be grant- 
ed." Mr. Abdul Mcguid said. 

"Any use of force will not 
solve the problem. On the 


contrary, it will complicate it 
and that is why we hope that 
the United States and Britain 
will not threaten Iraq with 
the use of force." he .said. 

He also told die United 
Arab Eminnes-bascd AI 
Bayan newspaper that "the 
statements by America and 
Britain scent to show that 
there is unprecedented 
harassment of Iraq, and that 
striking Iraq is the goal in 
itself, "not the implementa- 
tion of [U.N] Security 
Council resolutions." 

Mr. Abdul Mcguid leaves 
Wednesday for Baghdad 
after a stop in Amman. 

He was asked to undertake 
the trip by Mr. Mubarak, in 
his position as president of 
the Iasi Arab summit which 
was held in Cairo in June 
1996. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s 
lower house of parliament 
might refuse to ratify the 
START II treaty if the Unit- 
ed Slates carries out its 
threat of a .strike against 
Iraq, Interfax news agency 
said Tuesday. 

The agency quoted 
Alexander Shokhin, leader 
of the pro-government Our 


Home is Russia party's par- 
liamentary group, as saying: 
"The consequences of 
strikes will influence the rat- 
ification by the Duma or this 
or that document, including 
START II." 

The Duma has so far put 
off ratification of the arms 
reduction treaty which the 
United Slates and Russia 
signed in January' 1993 and 
which the U.S. Senate has 
ratified. 

The Russian foreign min- 
istry said Tuesday that Paris 
and Moscow have agreed to 
handle the Iraq crisis in 
"close cooperation." 

French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine and his 
Russian counterpart, Yev- 
geni Primakov, reached the 
agreement in a telephone 
conversation earlier in the 
day, a statement from the 

ministry' said. 

They also "agreed on a 
coordination of efforts 
between the French envoy 
Bertrand Dufourcq and the 
Russian envoy in Iraq. Vik- 
tor Posuvalyuk," the state- 
ment said. 

It added that Mr. Vedrine 
and Mr. Primakov would 


hold another telephone con- 
sultation Wednesday. 

Mr. Dufourcq is canying 
"concrete proposals" on 
access by U.N. weapons 
inspectors to Iraq's so-called 
presidential sites, the French 
foreign ministry said Tues- 
day. 

A ministry spokeswoman 
said Mr. Dufourcq, who is 
secretary-general of the for- 
eign ministry, would meet 
President Hussein on 
Wednesday. Mr. Dufourcq is 
the first senior French gov- 
ernment envoy sent to Iraq 
since the 1991 Gulf war. 

"Iraq must renege on its 
moratorium," she said, 
referring to Baghdad's deci- 
sion to freeze until April vis- 
its by United Nations 
weapons inspectors to sus- 
pect sites. 

"The means of access to 
presidential sites must be 
founded on UNSCOM’s 
[U.N. Special Commission 
on disarming Iraq] right to 
free access and must take 
into account the respect of 
Iraqi sovereignty and the 
dignity of the Iraqi people,” 
she said. 

France had previously 


suggested that UNSCOM 
inspectors be accompanied 
by diplomats from U.N. 
Security Council states dur- 
ing visits to Iraqi presiden- 
tial sites, she added. 

China on Tuesday reiterat- 
ed its opposition to using 
military force to resolve the 
standoff, but urged Baghdad 
to comply with U.N. 
demands. 

"We oppose the use of 
military force or the threat 
of military force, and sup- 
port the resolution of the cri- 
sis through peaceful 
means." the Xinhua news 
agency quoted Chinese For- 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Zhu Bangzao as saying. 

China is one of five per- 
manent members of the 
U.N. Security Council with 
veto power, and has consis- 
tently opposed military 
action to force Baghdad to 
grant unlimited access to 
inspectors looking for con- 
traband weapons. 

Beijing "hoped the rele- 
vant sides will show an atti- 
tude of restraint and flexibil- 
ity and avoid further deterio- 
ration of the crisis situa- 
tion,” Mr. Zhu said. 


Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami on Tuesday 
criticised the powerful U.S. 
military presence in the Gulf 
and coiled on countries in 
the region to ensure their 
own defence. 

"The presence of doze as 
of warships in the Persian 
Gulf gives offence to the 
people of the region,'’ Presi- 
dent Khatami said in a refer- 
ence to the U.S. military 
build-up in rhe region over 
the Iraqi arms crisis. 

"The people of the region 
should themselves assure 
the security of the Persian 
Gulf," he said, the official 
news agency IRNA report- 
ed. 

"American political lead- 
ers are still living in the cold 
war era and their mistaken 
policies risk bringing about 
their isolation,” he added. 

Iranian parliamentary 
speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nuri, on a visit to Syria, 
strongly denounced Tuesday 
a threatened U.S. military 
strike on Iraq, saying it 
would be "insane and illogi- 
cal.” 
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Jordanian-Iraqi joint economic committee to meet on Feb. 15 


By Mahmoud Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan- 
ian -Iraqi joint economic 
committee is due to hold a 
meeting in Amman on Feb. 
15 under the co-chairman- 
ship of Industry. Trade and 
Supply Minister Hani 
Mulki and his Iraqi counter- 
part Mohammad Mahdi 
Saleh. 

In a statement to the Jor- 


dan Times Tuesday. Dr. 
Mulki said that he will 
extend an invitation to his 
Iraqi counterpan to come to 
the talks which, he said, 
will focus on renewing the 
Iraqi- Jordanian trade proto- 
col. The 1997 protocol, 
which provides for Jordan 
to sell Iraq $255 million 
worth of goods, has not 
been fully covered as Jor- 
dan has not received the full 
payment. 


Dr. Mulki said he has 
requested the Iraqi charge 
d'affaires in Amman to 
speed up the payment of the 
remaining sums which are 
estimated at $30 million. 

Referring to the prospect 
of increasing the protocol to 
$300 million worth of Jor- 
danian goods to Iraq annu- 
ally. Dr. Mulki said this 
question will be at the heart 
of the coming talks. 

Dr. Mulki added that he 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 





The Amman Chamber*of Industry is in the process of expanding its ser- 
vices to further support international cooperation and adapt to current 
local and global trends by establishing an industrial department and a 
small and medium sized enterprise department. 

To achieve this expansion, a number of qualified personnel are needed 
with the following requirements and qualifications: 

Senior Industrial Engineer (Post 1) 

Minimum of 5 years experience in international industrial affairs. 
Relevant masters degree would be an asset. 

Senior Economic Expert (Post 2) 

Minimum of 5 years experience in industrial management and adminis- 
tration. 

Expertise in business administration and market. 

Relevant masters degree would be an asset. 

Environmental Engineer (Post 3) 

Minimum of 3 years experience in environmental affairs. 

Knowledge of industrial and technological aspects of the environment. 
Master degree in a relevant field would be an asset. 

Junior Assistant in International Trade (Post 4) 

BA degree in Economics, Business Administration or Law. 

Knowledge of issues related to international law and trade agreements 
and regulations. 

Computer Programmer and System Operator (Post 5) 

BA in Computer Science. 

Knowledge of UNIX and Oracle is an asset. 

All candidates must have: 

* An excellent command of Arabic and English. 

* Very good communication skills. 

* Advanced computer skills. 

Qualified candidates are invited to send a detailed Curriculum Vitae 
(CV) with a recent photo, in an envelope clearly marked with the spe- 
cific post to which they wish to apply to the following address: 

Recruitment Committee 

The Amman Chamber of Industry 

P.O. Box 1800 

Amman 11118 

Jordan 


Deadline for receipt of applications is February 28, 1998. 


plans to visit Iraq shortly 
expressing hope that Jor- 
danian firms will boost 
their exports to and main- 
tain strong ties with the 
Iraqi markets. 

Dr. Mulki assured the Jor- 
danian public about the 
strategic reserves of food- 
stuffs at the disposal of the 
Ministry of Supply should 
a military confrontation 
occur berween Iraq and the 
U.S. 

He said “there is no cause 
for fear because the min- 
istry's warehouses are full 
of supplies and the Port of 
Aqaba is always ready to 


import foodstuffs." 

The minister noted that 
Jordan's present wheat sup- 
plies are sufficient for six 
months, while sugar is 
enough for one year and 
barley and com are suffi- 
cient for seven months. 

The private sector mer- 
chants also have large 
quantities of basic food- 
stuffs in their warehouses 
that can last for a very long 
time, according to the min- 
ister. 

The minister said that the 
private sector has conclud- 
ed deals for importing 

50,000 tonnes of wheat and 


120,000 tonnes of barley 
which are due in the middle 
of next month. 

Referring to Jordanian 
exports to Iraq under the 
U.N.-Iraqi oil-for-food 
accord, the minister indicat- 
ed that Jordanian firms 
have won 69 contracts out 
of 109 to export goods to 
Iraq under the second mem- 
orandum of understanding 
with the U.N. together 
worth $89.88 million. 

He said that with this 
addition, the total value of 
Jordanian exports under the 
two memoranda amount to 
SI99.I8 million. 


Markets best placed to judge 
financial risks — Summers 


DAVOS. Switzerland 
(AFP) — Free markets are 
crucial to any effort to con- 
trol the risks of financial 
turmoil such as the Asian 
crisis in the future. U.S. 
Deputy Treasury Secretary 
Lawrence Summers said 
here Sunday. 

“We in the United States 
and the international com- 
munity have to think 
through what the right 
mechanisms are for con- 
trolling these risks in the 
future,” Mr. Summers told 
the World Economic Forum 
annual meeting here. 

“The answer to that ques- 
tion cannot be an ever cas- 
cading provision of 
finance,” he said. 

“I don't know what all 
those answers are (but) they 
have to rely critically on the 
workings of free markets 
because it is only markets 
that can aggregate informa- 
tion” in the most effective 
way, he said. 

In assessing risk, he 
added: “The judgement of 
the many is much more 
likely to be satisfactory' 
than the judgement of the 
few." 

At the same time there 
has to be a proper frame- 
work of rules and informa-*: 


don “that allows the proper 
assessment of risk and the 
rational response to those 
risks,” Mr. Summers said. 

“If the problems that we 
face from Rwanda to 
Bosnia to Indonesia to 
AIDS to global wanning 
are going to be sensibly 
addressed into the new mil- 
lenium (will require - ) gener- 
ous, outward looking 
America,” Mr. Summers 
said. 

He said the Asian finan- 
cial crisis was the result of 
“a major change in senti- 
ment (by investors) with 
potentially very large con- 
sequences for the 
economies of major nations 
and ultimately for the glob- 
al economy.” 

The two main tasks now 
were to “put out the fire” 
and put mechanisms into 
place to ensure that it did 
not happen again, he said. 

The immediate task is to 
ensure that the Asian 
economies “pursue the 
kinds of policies that can 
restore confidence,” such 
as sound financial policies 
and financial systems 
“whose integrity are not 
subject to question." 

After that comes the 
process,. of finding mecha- 


nisms for controlling such 
risks in the future, he said. 

The United States wants 
to “respond strongly" on 
both fronts. Mr. Summers 
added. 

But “what we arc able to 
do abroad will depend on 
how strong we are here at 
home” and while the Unit- 
ed States despite its materi- 
al prosperity faces several 
social problems. 

“It is not right” that a 
child bom in New' York has 
more chance of dying 
before reaching the age of 
five than a child in Shang- 
hai, or that 2 per cent of the 
adult male population is in 
prison, he said. 

“If our society is truly to 
function as an example” for 
the rest of the world, such 
issues must be addressed, 
he said. 

Public trust in U.S. public 
institutions and government 
“has been eroding for many 
years,” he said, but it must 
be restored “if we are to 
maintain the United States 
as an example and if we are 
to maintain the strength and 
the confidence to do what 
we need to do in the world 
of the 21 st century;” 


Algeria sets; aside land for farmers 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeria 
continued Wednesday to lib- 
eralise its state-dominated 
economy, saying it would 
transfer 600,000 hectares of 
land to farmers in mountain- 
ous and plateau areas. 

In a statement, the govern- 
ment said ministers decided 
to spend 72 billion dinars 
($1.14 billion) to finance the 
transfer to private hands of 

48.000 parcels of land over 
three years. 

It is die first time that Alge- 
ria — which has long had 


one of the Arab World's 
most centrally-planned 
economies — has moved to 
give rural land to farmers. 
The effort should result in 
498,000 jobs, notably among 
young people, the govern- 
ment said. 

Despite six years of mas- 
sacres. bomb attacks and 
murders blamed on Islamic 
militants, which have 
claimed well over 60.000 
lives, the government has 
been pressing ahead with 
wholesale economic 


reforms. 

Supervised and funded by 
the Internationa] Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the slowly- 
advancing reforms — initiat- 
ed in 1989 — also include 
privatisation of state-owned 
industries and services. 

Western diplomats see the 
reforms as a way out of Alge- 
ria's nagging economic 
woes, which include 30 per 
cent unemployment. a 
chronic lack of housing and a 
costly need to import grain. 


[ HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDN ESDAY, FEBRUARY 4,199 8T 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You have a very quick mad, 
but sometimes you get impatient. For the next several weeks, 
you’ll have a little extra perseverance and a longer attention 
span. That will be helpful tins afternoon, when you’re Hying 
to figure out a complicated puzzle involving money. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You might think some.peo- 
ple like to do new things just because they’re new. You might 
be righi about that, too. You’ve got the best chance of getting 
your point across later on this evening. Don’t even bother to 
argue before then. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You might get a nice travel 
opportunity. If you’ve saved up (unlikely), you could take a , 
trip to some distant land. Otherwise, perhaps a person from a j 
distant land will invite you to visit. Why don’t you look 
around for somebody who’s liable to do that, and make the 
suggestion? ' 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You're not really interested i 
in taking care of people today, but if you can bring yourself to \ 
do it, you’ll be glad you did. Actually, it will be a little bit eas - 1 
ier than it has been before, once yew get into the project. And 
besides, it looks like your boss of another older person may. 
be insisting upon it 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Mercury goes into Aquarius this 
morning, which is in your solar Seventh House of partners. 
They *11 be better with words than usual In fact, you’ll find it 
difficult to get a word in edgewise. Don’t get into an argu- 
ment with one of those people. You don’t stand a chance. 

VIRGO: ( August '22 to September 22) Your motivation in 
life is to take care of others. One way you do tins is by help- 
ing them stay organised. Today, you have the opportunity to 
do it for a co-worker. The only problem is that you’re going 
to have to figure out how to do the job first Don’t worry.' 
You’ll have tomorrow to work on this project, too. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good time 
for you and your sweetheart to make plans for the future. You 
can set high goals this year, because you’re willing to take 
risks to make them happen. Be careful not to spend too much, 
or you could be in for a huge case of buyer's remorse this 
afternoon- 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) It may be hard to 
keep your mind on your job today, especially in the morning 
If you can take today off to finish up a few' things at home, do 
it You’ll probably have to go in tins afternoon. By then you 
should have tilings well settled This afternoon looks good for 
meetings with decision-makers. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) For the 
next few weeks, you’ll have more patience with technical 
matters. So. if there’s something you’ve been trying to fix. 
take another look at that manual. You rarely have the patience 
to do that, but today is an exception. Find a really good how- 
to book and curl up with it tonight ~ • 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Money 
becomes a major issue in your life. You may actually have 
more than you need, maybe even enough to start planning the < 
vacation of your dreams. At the very least it’s a marvellous i 
day to make the cominitment If you wait until tonight soeaen 
body who’d like to go with you would love to help with that 
decision. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Today, you'll be 
quick, curious and eager to learn. You’ll be fascinated- by \ 
everything you lay eyes on. This should be an interesting few 
weeks, but this evening it could be a problem. You'll be danc= 
ing circles around someone who’s trying to tell you what to 
do. Be patient 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Today marks the begin- 
ning of a complicated phase. You’ll be doing paperwork in 
connection with big companies or educational institutions. 
You’re a little stressed about money right now. That’s OK. 
Everything will work out fine. Just take your time and do it 
right so you don’t have to do it ova: 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx - - ; 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wiffiams 


TM3Pm2tesOaoUom 

ACROSS 
1 Long gone bird 

5 Cast a over 

9 Profundity 

14 Dutch 
cheese 

15 Lotion 

*M*M MUM* 1111199 

mmuu !!■■■ 9BHH 
9MB mmuu 9BBBB 

*TTTT U N II II 1 

substance 
16 Hawaiian ciao 

mmum am 

17 Neighbor of 

mmmuuu mmmm mmm 

18 Drop feathers 

19 Windshield 

bbbbb mmuu mumm 


20 Three tracks 

23 Electromotive 
force unit 

24 Muslim weight 

25 Goddess of 
fruit 

28 ‘Sleepless in 
Seattle' star 

30 Nabokov 
heroine 

33 Director 
Kurosawa 

34 Tight closure 

35 Press 

36 Three tracks 

39 Skirt edges 

40 Laiher 

41 Subsequently 

42 Japanese 
volcano 

43 Split hairs? 

44 Like some soil 

45 Great review 

47 -Knight's backup 

48 Three tracks 

55 Window on a 
corbel 

56 Seaweed 

57 Champagne 
bucket 

58 Virile 

59 Rank 

60 Draft 
classification 

61 Started 

62 Guessed figs. 

63 Twig home 

DOWN 

1 Moore of 
■Ghost* 

2 Norse Zeus 

3 Blocker and 
Duryea 

4 Eal-anything 
tunes 


By Richard Thomaa 
Spring Grove, PA 

5 Anderson 

Lee 

6 Overhead 

7 Singer Faiana 

8 ABows to 

9 ’Family Feud" 
host 

10 ‘MHdtemarcfT 
author 

11 Good repute 

12 Next 

13 Challenging 

21 God of thunder 

22 Refrain 


25 Turkish official 

26 Dust Bowl-ers 

27 Around 10 AM 

28 Oboist's buy 

29 Ship's 
movements 

31 Largesse 
recipient 

32 Seeing red 

34 Skim along 
smoothly 

35 Currently the 
style 

37 Ed who was 
Lou Grant 


BQClIB QQBB DQOIQB 
□□DO Q0EI0 □□□□□ 
QEDBQ E10O0 □□□□□ 
QQDBQBQQlklQBQBBEI 

anna mss 

□0Q0E20 0QQ0000B 
EHDQCJB □□□□ Him 
□HHiiaoHQHHmsnmo 

□as anas □□□□□ 
E0Q000 
□BE □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□aQDnQoa 
□0Q0D D0Q0 □□□□ 
□□00B D0Q0 □□□□ 
0BE300 QQQ0 0000 
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38 Bus-driver 
Kramden 

43 Writer Waugh 

44 Cuban export 

46 Ms. Rogers SL 
John 

47 Washington 
sound 

48 Hairspftter 


49 "Dies _■ 

50 Tardy 

51 Mohamet or 
Muhammad 

52 Complexion 
damage 

53 Wine segment 

54 Campus Greek 
house, briefly 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


<3 Ci-(Ti en 

(Answers tomorrow) 


FOYER YOUNG FINITE INVERT 
^swen An unexpected pH stop can becorrw tHs — 
A TURN OFF 
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A review of news fr^ theArabicPKSs 

MAFICO chief cautions Jordanians against 
high expectation from EU partnership 


t* “WE ARE deceiving ourselves when 
v,s overestimate the (advantages) of the 
Jordaniati-European partnership. Our 
txpeciaiions that Europe will help Jor- 
danian companies w ill ui*o fail." Rushad 
Ottoman. the general manager of MAFI- 
CO (AI Mafraq Food Industries Compa- 
ny') said in an interview. He added dial 
Europeans are the most demanding that 
foreign markets be opened while, ui the 
same time, placing obstacles in the way 
of imports. 

Noting that Jordanian companies arc 
not all qualified to enter into real partner- 
ship with the Europeans, Mr. Othman 
jaid the partnership should depend on 
cost saving which is lacking in Jordan. 
Furthermore, he indicated. Jurdaitian 
industries should be considered as a base 
for expons by stressing the relative bene- 
fits in this regard. 

Far example, Mr. Othman explained. 
Jordanian industries are better poised 
than any European company to export to 
Saudi Arabia if we had the capability to 
manufacture a product and export it in 
accordance with previously-set standards. 

He stressed that we should revise our 
Jordanian manufacturing capabilities and 
specify the positive relative advantage 
and hy concentrating on these two ele- 
ments we will qualify to compete by 
lower cost and prices. 


Mr. Othman praised the way followed 
by the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
towards developing skills and qualifica- 
tions and giving ihc necessary means to 
improve quality but also urged the min- 
istry to expedite reductions of customs on 
production inputs. 

The MAFIC' U general manager spoke 
o! many hindrances facing ihe food pro- 
cessing industry in Jordan especially the 
numerous parties responsible tor issuing 
health certificates. Noting that such a pro- 
cedure was involving the institute of 
Standards and Specifications and the 
ministries of health and agriculture. Mr. 
Oihman emphasised that only one entity 
should be sped tied to examine food 
products whether imported or being read- 
ied for export. 

Mr. Othman stressed the importance of 
laeilitaiing the procedures of export-ori- 
ented industries whether in the clearing 
stage or in speeding the entry of manu- 
facturing needs Midi as carton packages 
«»r metal cans. He said demands in this 
regard have been presented to successive 
governments but the subject until now is 
si ill under study. 

"Compel if ion does nui wait as if seizes 
the opportunities wherever they are." he 
concluded »A1 Arab A! Yawin). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at ...... 3702/98 19:05 


• Ctttnnoy 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CNF 

JPY 

CAD 

fTL 

M.G 

FRF 

US Dollar 

• 

1.8178 

0.6090 

1.4707 

125.98 

1.4626 

1793.20 

2.0484 

6.0810 

DE Mark 

0.6601 

- 

0.3349 

0.80B8 

69.29 

0.7990 

98647 

1.1271 

3.3516 

GB Sterling 

1.6420 

2.9863 

- 

2,4134 

206.BS 

2.3862 

294443 

3.3631 

10.0014 

CH Franc 

0.6799 

123.S7 

0.4138 

- 

85.72 

0.9676 

1219.70 

139.31 

4.141B 

JP Yen 

0.0079 

1.4412 

0.4827 

1.16S7 

- 

1.1619 

14.23 

16243 

4.8309 

CA Dollar 

0.6884 

1.2479 

0,4186 

1.0112 

1.16 

• 

1231.91 

14069 

4.1831 

ri Lira 

0.0006 

1.0127 

0.3392 

0.081B 

1425.62 

0.8095 

- 

11.41 

3.3948 

NL Guilder 

0.4882 

88.68 

0.2971 

71.77 

61.48 

0.7090 

975.66 

- 

2.9734 

FR Franc 

0.1B42 

0.2983 

0.0999 

24.1203 

20.67 

0.2384 

33.62 

33.6200 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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USD 
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US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7605 

0.3770 

3.6410 

0.3062 

3.6728 

1629.00 

34125 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

: 

.6.2898- 

0.6317 

: 5.1364 

. 04305 

■ 6.1803 

2166.66 

4.8131 

Saudi Riyaf 

0.2666 

0.1 B90 


0.1006 

0.97 

0.0814 

0.96 

407.68 

0.9098 

Bahrain Dinar 

2. 65 

1.8807 

93485 

- 

9.66 

0.8096 

8.74 

4055.81 

9.0620 

Qatar Dinar 

0-2746 

0.1847 

1.0301 

1.0301 

- 

0.0838 

1.01 

419.84 

0.9372 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2763 

2.3229 

12.2879 

1.2351 

11.93 

- 

12.03 

6008.60 

0.9372 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1830 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9913 

0.0831 

- 

416.30 

0.9291 

Lebane$e/1000 

0.65 

04637 

2.4529 

0.2466 

2A813 

0.1996 

2.4021 

- 

2JJ319 

Egyptian 

0.2930 

0-2078 

1.0990 

0.1105 

1.0670 

0.0894 

1.0763 

448.06 
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Mid-East Currencies 


OHS. 

'Last 

Pceviou: 

Brent 

15.18 

1543 

W. Texas 

16.79 

17.04 

Bonny 

15.16 

1543 

Dubai 

1340 

13.77 

UL Gas 

160.00 

160.00 


Metal Prices 


mr.'T 

mm 

Eul3 i 

Gold (oz's) 

297.6 

298.1 

SBver (oz*s) 

6.6$ 

6.57 

Platinum (oz's) 

387 

389 

AL (3 Months) 

1523 

1624 

CU (3 Months) 

1700 

1705 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1086 

1090 

Lead (3 Months) 

626 

628 

Nl (3 Months) 

5420 

6430 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

SARiyal 

0.2666 

0.4847 

0.16238 

0.39211 

33.6225 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

049493 

0.16682 

04004 

34.3336 

KW Dinar 

3.2763 

5.96693 

1.99621 

4.81928 

413.223 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.8218 

1.61651 

3.90016 

334448 

CY Pound 

1.8699 

3.3976 

1.1381 

2.7475 

236.688 



Currency Deposit Rates (Bid] 



rasa 

-1- 

■Q9 


.p- 

m 


B55B 

Month 



Months 

EZS3 



6.50 


6.50 

5.60 

5.71 


GBP 

7.34 


741 

7.37 

7.38 


JPY 

0.43 


0.60 

0.34 

0.61 


DEM 

3.25 


3.50 

3.66 

3.86 


FRF 

341 


3.66 

3.64 

3.88 


CHF 

1.00 

1.00 

1.28 

1.26 

1.46 


m. 

6.22 

6.08 

6.76 

6.44 

6.23 


Energy 


JOO Cross Rates 



. Last 

KSS 1 

Coffee (cflbs) 1 

182.42 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1806 

Spot 

Sugar ($/ton) 

283.3 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

0 

Spot 

Soya (dibs) 

25.04 

Spot 

Tea (stg/Vg) 


Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (5/ton) 

400 

Spot 


r « r ",r r ’» 

mm 

■22® 

US Dollar 

0.706 

0.710 

GBSterillng 

1.1645 

1.1703 

DE Mark 

0-3896 

0.3916 

CH Franc 

04806 

Km 

FR Franc 

0.1162 


JP Yen 

0.5609 

EE3 

NL Guilder 

0.3457 

0.3474 

rr Ura 

0.3845 


* Source: Centra 

Bankoi 

Joraan. 
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Australian bank 
says now is the time 
to invest in Asia 


MELBOURNE. Aus- 
tralia (AFP) — The 
ANZ Banking Group 
Lid. has said it would 
pounce on cut-price 
acquisitions in Asia in 
the midst of the 
region's economic tur- 
moil, which it main- 
tained had a minimal 
impact on its earnings. 

Asian markets Had 
until recently been 
"both restrictive and 
expensive to enter," 
chief executive John 
McFarlane told the 
bank's annual general 
meeting. 

"We now have a 
unique opportunity to 
take advantage ol the 
opening of these mar- 
kets to expand our 
presence in me region, 
principally through 
acquisition and joint 
venture." he said. 

ANZ already had 
“informal approaches 
as the preferred part- 
ner. but such opportu- 
nities arc still in the 
formative stage.” 

Mr. McFarlane's 
comments followed 
those from a number 
of executives in finan- 
cial services compa- 
nies in recent days 
who said they were 
looking to lake advan- 
tage oT cheaper assets 
in" Asia following the 
turmoil there. 

ANZ Chairman 
Charles Goode told 
the meeting that the 
crisis was expected to 
have only a relatively 
small effect on the 


bank's profit in the 
year to June 199S. 

’ However, he warned 
that scenario could 
change if the region's 
woes" were to worsen 
and became more 
widespread. 

Mr. Goode told ANZ 
shareholders the 

broader impact of the 
East Asian crisis on 
the quality of credit 
globally remained dif- 
ficult to assess. 

"Currently assets 
recognised as 

impaired throughout 
East Asia remain low," 
he said. 

"However it is in 
inevitable that 

impaired assets will 
increase and we 
expect as a result pro- 
visioning will be nec- 
essary,"" Mr. Goode 
added. 

Mr. Goode said ANZ 
was on track for an 
increase in profit over 
the 1997-9K financial 
year. 

’ "We expect that Aus- 
tralia, despite the 
problems in East Asia, 
will enjov annual real 
grow th of around three 
per cent for the next 
few years and for New 
Zealand it will be a lit- 
tle lower," he said. 

"Although competi- 
tion will maintain 
pressure on margins, 
we expect our bank 
will share in this 
growth and our major 
businesses are current- 
ly trading well." 


Bank equity 
stakes aid 
Israeli firms’ 
profits — 
study 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
banks contribute to the 
profitability and reduce 
the risk of industrial com- 
panies in which they hold 
a five per cent or greater 
stake, a study released by 
the Bank of Israel said. 

The central bank attrib- 
uted this to the ability of 
banks and the financial 
concerns they control, 
such as mutual and provi- 
dent fund management 
companies, to provide 
management support and 
loans. 

By contrast, fund man- 
agers not connected to a 
bank have no influence 
over the profitability and 
risk of their portfolio 
companies. 

The report said this w'as 
because non-bank, fund 
managers tended to focus 
on the average portfolio 
yield rather than on indi- 
vidual holdings. 

Non-financial and pri- 
vate shareholders also 
contribute 10 their portfo- 
lio companies' profitabil- 
ity and risk, but to a less- 
er extent than the banks, 
the report concluded. 

The Bank of Israel has 
in the past pressured the 
banks to reduce their non- 
bank holdings to reduce 
their influence over the 
economy. 

Banking laws currently 
prohibit banks from hold- 
ing more than 20 per cent 
of a non-bank company’s 
equity. 


Housing Bank imposes 
monthly commission 
on small savers 


AMMANiJ.T.l — The 
Central Bank of Jordan 
tCBJ) will examine the 
legality of a new measure 
adopted by the Housing 
Bonk which has imposed a 
monthly commission of 
one dinar on ail accounts 
totalling less than JD100. 

The new measure also 
applies to children's saving 
accounts at the Housing 
Bank which pays an inter- 
est of five per cent on sav- 
ings in excess of JD 1.000 
and four per cent on sav- 
ings less than JD 1.000. 

Despite the denial by the 
Housing Bank's Public 
Relations Director Moham- 
mad Abu Zeid that the bank 


has imposed such a com- 
mission. Housing Bank 
branches approached by AI 
Ra’i Arabic daily and the 
Jordan Times said they 
have received a circular 
requesting them to enforce 
the new measure. 

The branches said they 
had already collected this 
commission from accounts 
with balances of less than 
JDJOO. While the Housing 
Bank argues that process- 
ing and servicing saving 
accounts of less than JD 100 
cost more than five dinars a 
month. other banking 
sources say banks usually 
cover any such differences 
from other transactions. 


Kuwait Airways to be 
partially privatised 


KUWAIT CITY (AFPi — 
The Kuwaiti government is 
planning to sell off 60 per 
cent of its national flag car- 
rier. Kuwait Airways Corp. 
/KAC». the airline’s man- 
aging director has said. 

Ahmad Al Mishari added 
that the governments 
remaining 40 percent stake 
would also be sold off "pro- 
gressively" over time. 

He told the official news 
agency KUNA that initial 
plans to offer 50 per cent 
for public sale and 10 per 
cent to KAC staff had been 
drawn up by the govern- 
ment-run Kuwait Invest- 
ment Authority. 

Mr. Mishari gave no time- 
frame for the sale, saying 
that he was waiting for a 
government response on 


the "political, social and 
economic" aspects of the 
deal which has been under 
consideration for several 
years. 

He said that for "strategic 
social reasons" the govern- 
ment wanted K.AC to con- 
tinue employing Kuwaitis, 
even though expatriate 
labour might turn out to be 
much cheaper. 

KAC announced losses of 
SI 15 million in 1995-96. 
and has yet to announce 
results for the year to June 
1997. 

The company blamed rhe 
losses on the cost of replac- 
ing aircraft destroyed by 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
the emirate. 
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PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S HAKE 
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NO. 

OF 
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NO. OP 
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OPEN CLOSET CHANCE 
PRICE PRICE 


346.000 360.000 
N 2.340 1.680 

S 3.540 
S 2.680 
• .970 

S 4.050 
1.630 


1.400 

1.650 

-A 620 

2.250 

.870 


ARAB BANK IS. 1 3.23 13 2480 484350 329.00 328.00 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. E 0.00 13 5000 8650 1.72 1.73 
BANK OP JORDAN 4.4 0.00 4 1350 1890 1.40 1.40 
INDUSTRIAL QEV.BX. 10.1 6. IB 4 2500 4225 l.M 1.69 
JOR. GULP SANK 1 4.1 20.14 33 1S700 10390 --•.'Mn-J >%*49 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 11.9 4.10 8 3620 8485 2.35 2.34 
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BANX SECTOR TOTALS 
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2.700 

1.590 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
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11.6 

5.6 


5.56 
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3240 
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2.70 

2.04 


2.70 

2.00 
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INSURANCX SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 120.14 *CHG: -0.20 


1700 


4240 


2.050 1.550 JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 9.8 

1.550 .930 NATL. PORTFOLIO 9 

8.900 6.700 ALRA'I 15.0 
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57898 

2650 

2000 
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3700 
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116645 

2668 

16800 

600 
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1.20 

3.85 
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2.02 

1.02 

8.40 

1.20 

3.85 
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SEnriCK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 116.84 >CHG: *0.36 


70248 


153887 


4.450 
11.160 
2.890 
7.350 
4.700 
2.940 
1.420 
6.000 
.620 
1.200 
1.120 
2.600 
.800 
1.610 
1.800 
1.410 
.960 
.810 
• B40 


2.750 

9.200 
1.330 
5. BOO 
3.440 

2.200 
.800 

4.400 

.440 

.730 

.370 

1.380 

.530 

1.L50 

.820 

.640 

.810 

.700 

.570 


JOR. CBffiNT FACT. 20.1 3.69 3 287 854 2.99 2.98 
JOR. PETROL. REFINERY 10.0 8.64 16 1145 11787 10.31 10.29 
INDUSTRIAL COMM. AC R. g 0.00 3 381 509 1.36 1.34 
JOR. WORSTED MILLS 10.7 3.02 1 100 663 6.98 6.63 
ARAB PHARM. MANY. ^ 12.0 4.58 23 14596 63660 4.35 4.37 
JORDAN DAIRY 9.4 8.73 1 100 280 2.80 2.80 
RAPIA INDUSTRIES g 0.00 1 100 80 . 80 .80 
OAR ALDAWA QV.XNV. 14.0 4.39 3 10000 57000 5.70 5.70 
LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 9.1 0.00 6 2000 865 .44 .43 
ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 22.3 0.00 1 2300 1679 -73 .73 
INTERNED. PETRO.CKEM. <3 0.00 1 200 82 .41 .41 
UNXV.CKEM.IND5. 13.1 6.90 3 4400 6380 1.45 1.45 
JOR. SULPHO-CHEM <J 0.00 B 3150 1815 .58 .57 
ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 15.1 5.93 1 250 295 1.19 1.18 
UNXV. KODN.INDS. P .26 • 18 9200 7544 .82 .82 
JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 9.8 13.70 8 3600 2621 .72 .73 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 16.5 0.00 8 2900 2600 .90 .90 
JORDAN STEEL 31.2 7.25 4 2050 1415 .70 .69 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 7.9 15-63 20 165500 105755 .61 .64 
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.02- 

.35- 
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.01- 

.01- 
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.01- 
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INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 
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222259 


26SB82 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 165.82 *CHG: -0.16 
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.800 .660 UNION INV. 50* q 

.570 .360 ARAB FIN. INVEST. g 

1.000 .720 AL-SHARQ INV. CO. P 
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.500 .270 ARAB INTL. INV. TRO. 32.2 

.750 .380 NATL. MULT. KNC.NAH ICO 9 

1.200 .890 READY MIX CONCRETE 14.1 

.670 .580 MIDEAST PHARM. 90* E 

.730 .550 RATI PHARM. B 

.470 .240 INDS. ENG. g 

.950 .570 ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. E 

1.000 .660 NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 93.2 

1.310 1.000 MUTRIOAR E 
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0.00 
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0.00 
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U.S. 

companies 
lose billions 
to foreign 
economic 
spies — 
report 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Companies based in the United 
States lose an estimated S3 00 
billion a year to foreign espi- 
onage, the Los Angeles Times 
has reported, citing FBI data. 

The intelligence services of 
at least 23 countries — includ- 
ing Germany and China — reg- 
ularly spy on US. firms, the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) said. 

"The odds arc not favourable 
for any American company 
when they are targeted for clan, 
destine action by some coun- 
try's intelligence sen' ice," 
Lany Torrence, FBI deputy 
assistant director of national 
security’, told the newspaper. 

The losses are based on 
reports by U.S. companies of 
more than 1,100 documented 
incidents reported in a survey 
conducted by the American 
Society for Industrie) Security. 

High technology companies 
are prime targets for economic 
espionage, according to the 
information. 

Foreign intelligence services 
seek information on research 
and development strategies, 
manufacturing and marketing 
plans, and customer lists, the 
Times reported. 
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DA.IANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold . Amman. Amra Fonnn Hotel Shoos 6th Circle 
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Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location; Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 


OFF 


STUBIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop yoor colour hint 
at our shop and gat 

* JUMBO photo sue 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


i 


Shmefeanl - Opposite 
Grin (flays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweifiehTek 623891 


CROWn MOTEL 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA. 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 7581 80 

Radio & TV station RD. 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 


Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tgi, 664230 — 865167 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

568431 1 - 5699634 EXT. 42 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 -5699634 
EXT. 42 
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Knives out for Olympic candidates 


NAGANO (AFP) — Belgian surgeon Jacques Rogge may 
be carved out of the race to succeed Juan-Antonio 
Samaranch as International Olympic Committee president 

The 55-year-old Rogge, an IOC member since 1991, has 
long been regarded a potential successor to Samaranch, 
who says he will stand down in 2001. 

However. Rogge will lose the chance to challenge for the 
top job in sport if he fails to get elected to the IOC 
Executive Board this week. 

“He suddenly seems to have a lot of enemies " said an 
Olympic source. 

South Korean Kim Un Yong, president of the influential 
television commission, American Anita de Frantz, who 
became the first woman EB member last year, and Canada's 
Dick Pound, president of the marketing commission, are 
reportedly all keen to see Rogge fail. 

Marc Hodler. the 79-year-old president of the skiing fed- 
eration FIS. and 74-year-old Sports Arbitration Court pres- 
ident Keba Mbaye of Senegal were elected to two EB posts 
on Tuesday as they were unopposed. 

Rogge's strongest rival for the third Board vacancy, when 


China's He Zhenliang stands down, appears to be Holland's 
1 964 Tokyo Olympic judo champion Anton Geesink. 

The other candidates are Ivan Dibos of Peru and Oligario 
Vazquez- Ran a of Mexico. Vazquez-Rana, an IOC member 
since 1995 as president of the International Shooting 
Union, has upset his brother, Mario Vazquez-Rana. 

The president of the Association of National Olympic 
Associations, an IOC member since 1991, believes his 
brother's elevation to EB status would hurt his own chances 
of succeeding Samaranch. 

Olympic protocol has forced Prince Alexandre de Merode 
to stand down as a Board vice-president for one year. 

As a Belgian de Merode would be unable to reclaim his 
place on the Board next year if Rogge was eJected. 

If Rogge is not elected on Thursday then he would have 
to oppose de Merode, an IOC member since 1964. next 
year. 

Olympic observers have put his chances of defeating de 
Merode, the Olympic front-man in the battle against drugs, 
as next to zero. 


Nagano 

villagers 

fear 

‘Olympic 


recession 


Eddie the Eagles swoop for Olympic glory 


PARIS (AFP.) — For some reason the 
Winter Olympics attracts more Walter 
Mitty types than the Summer Games. 

Perhaps it’s because you do not 
always have to be a fully-fledged ath- 
lete at winter sport where often it's the 
equipment which propels you down 
the slippery slope. 

There’s nothing quite like a glorious 
failure and no-one epitomised that bet- 
ter than Eddie the Eagle at the 19SS 
Calgary Olympics. 

Michael Edwards, an English plas- 
terer with virtually no experience at 
ski jumping, made the Canadian 
crowds gasp with fear as he launched 
himself off the small hill. 

He finished a distant last with less 
than half the points of any other 
jumper but the crowd loved this ‘have 
a go' competitor whose said of his first 
attempt: “When I looked from the top 
of the jump I was so frightened that 
my bum shriveled up like a prune.” 

His embarrassing flop left its mark in 
more ways than one. 

Norway’s Espen Bredensen was 
dubbed Espen die Eagle after finishing 
last in the small hill competition and 
third-from-last on the large hill at the 
1992 Olympics in Albertville. France. 

However, two years later he had 
mastered the V technique, whereby 
jumpers keep the tips of the skis wide 
apart, and won the gold medaKat the 
Lillehammer Olympics in his. native 
Norway. 

The~BritfsTi Ski Federation Is less 
than happy with Eddie the Eagle. 
When they were turned down for a 
grant by the government-funded 
Sports Council last year they blamed 
the Eddie the Eagle factor. 

“Because of him the people who 
could help us don’t take us seriously.” 
said British Ski Federation chief exec- 


utive Mike Jardine. 

Ski jumping attracts eccentrics but. 
after Calgary, no more Eddie the 
Eagles as the ski federation tightened 
the rules to keep out novices. 

Four-times Olympic gold medallist 
Marti Nykanen. who triumphed three 
times in Calgary where Eddie was 
cavorting, has now been reduced to 
performing as a stripper at a night 
Club. 

“Finns understand that I'm going 
through some bad times,” said the 34- 
year-old whose career ended amidst 
tales of heavy drinking and fighting. 

Nykanen, who became the youngest 
ski-jumping world champion in 1982 
and dominated the sport for almost a 
decade, once had to sell some of his 
medals to make ends meet 

Bobsleigh is another deadly serious 
affair but it has never been the same 
since it was hit by the Rasta Rocket at 
Calgary. 

A Jamaican crew, who got the idea 
after watching cart racing in Kingston, 
financed their trip to Calgary by sell- 
ing T-shirts and a reggae record and 
inspired, a Hollywood film called Cool 
Runnings. 

Calgary's bobsleigh competition 
also attracted also four Mexican wait- 
ers from Dallas and 52-year-old 
Harvey Cook of the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. » .j. • 

The warm-weather sledders organ-.- 
„ jsed th$ir own, Caribbean .Cup. which, 
was actually won by New Zealand’s 
Alexander Peterson and Peter Henry, 
although the best from a truly snow- 
free country was 29th place by Bart 
Carpentier Alrig and Bait Dreschel of 
the Netherlands Antilles. 

Altig also finished 36th out of 38 in 
the luge singles. 

However, the Jamaican pilot, Dudley 


Stokes, spoiled the image of these 
bumbling amateurs when he actually 
finished I4th, ahead of both the 
American sleds, in Lillehammer’s 
four-man event. 

Nationalistic pride also encourages 
the unlikeliest competitors to have a 
go. 

Joe Almas i an and Ken Topalian, 
bom and raised in the U.S., paid for 
their own second-hand bobsleigh to fly 
Armenia's flag at Lillehammer. 

“In the opening ceremonies to walk 
out of the tunnel into the stadium 
behind the Armenian flag, while 
50,000 people are screaming for you. 
Words can’t express the feeling,” 
Aimasian said. 

They were still grinning when they 
finished 36th out of 43 competitors in 
the two-man competition. Some of 
these Eddie the Eagles turn out to be 
unsung heroes. 

Robert Scott Detlof, a Brazilian-born 
American representing Brazil, had 
decided to withdraw from the 1992 
slalom after twisting his knee training, 
until told the Brazilian Ski Federation 
would have to pay 2,500 dollars to 
cover his expenses if he did not com- 
pete. 

He duly put on his skis and complet- 
ed both runs. 

■ But he could not match Uie'\teltfiiilF‘ , ‘ , -‘ 
Costa • *Rica's Alejandro Preinfalk 
Liftagni got at the end of his second 
slalom run. 

Norway's Finn Christian Jagge and 
Italy’s Alberto Tomba, who had won 
the gold and silver medals, hoisted 
him onto their shoulders after he had 
gingerly crept down the slalom course. 

Hopefully, there will be more Eddie 
the Eagles trying to fly at Nagano. 


Wembley left with sour 
taste in the mouth 


Philippoussis out of 
Aussie Davis Cup squad 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
owners of Wembley stadi- 
um, the home of English 
football, were left with a 
sour taste in the mouth on 
Tuesday when the food at 
the famous stadium was 
rated as amongst the worst 
in the country. 

According to a new report 
on food at English football 
grounds. Wembley is ranked 
89th out of 93, with inspec- 
tors describing the food at 
Britain's showcase stadium 
as "awful”. 

Lower division clubs 

dominate at the top of the 
English football food 

league, with Cambridge 
Unired — seventh from the 
bottom of the third division 
— in first place. 

Champions Manchester 
United are the best-placed 
Premiership club — finish- 
ing in 1 2th place. And the 
guide says the worst food 
can be found at east London 
third division outfit Leyton 
Orient. 

The guide reserves some 
of its fiercest criticism for 
Wembley, saying: “The 

nation's showcase stadium 
epitomises everything that’s 
wrong with food at football 


grounds in this country, an 
awfiil. over-priced eadng 
experience.” 

A Wembley spokesman 
said the stadium had recent- 
ly taken on new caterers and 
offered good value food. 

“We take all criticism on 
board and learn from it but 
to position Wembley like 
this is ridiculous,” the 
spokesman added. 

Presenting the awards 
today, football commentator 
John Motson backed the 
guide's low estimation of 
Wembley food, which once 
turned an England interna- 
tional into a 90-minute bat- 
tle with his stomach. 

He recalled an incident 
several years ago: “Before 
the match, (former England 
midfielder) _ Trevor 

Brooking went for hot dogs 
and I got the teas in, and 
within minutes of biting into 
the hot dog, I had a serious 
stomach upset. 

“I don't remember any- 
thing about the match, but I 
do remember the stomach 
upset. It lasted for days 
afterwards.” 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Australian number two Mark 
Philippoussis has been replaced by teenager Lleyton 
Hewitt in Australia's Davis Cup squad announced 
Tuesday for the clash with Zimbabwe in April. 

“Mark has decided not to play Davis Cup this year,” 
said team captain John Newcombe. 

“He advised he wishes to spend more time with his fam- 
ily when he's not playing on the Tour.” He will, however, 
compete in 1999 if selected. 

The 20-year-old Philippoussis is in the United States 
preparing for the San Jose Open. 

The Australian team for the first round clash includes 
Pat Rafter, Jason Stoltenberg, Tood Woodbridge, Mark 
Woodforde. Scott Draper and Hewitt. 

Richard Fromberg and Sandon Stolle will join the team 
throughout year if needed. 

Hewitt, who rocketed through the world rankings after 
^winning the Australian Men’s Hardcourt Championship 
in Adelaide last month, said he looked forward to the 
experience of being in the squad. 

“I’ve been sort of the orange boy in the past, twice last 
year, and it's going to be good just to be hitting with the 
guys and playing practice sets and stuff and we’II see 
what happens,” he said. 

Newcombe said the team was hungry for a title. 

“Zimbabwe will be pumped but we feel we've got the 
right ingredients to get off to a good start.” 

But Zimbabwe, spearheaded by the in-form brothers 
Byron and Wayne Black, will present a strong challenge. 

Byron made it to the fourth round of the just completed 
Australian Open while Wayne reached the third round. 

The tie takes place on grass at Mildura. in Victoria state, 
from April 3 to 5. 


NAGANO (AFP) — 
Concern over an Olympics- 
inspired recession is 
mounting among Nagano 
villagers hosting the Winter 
Games in Japan as the 
extravaganza drives away 
lucrative skiing holiday- 
makers. 

“Usually most of the 
hotels here are fully 
booked by this time of 
year, but more than 30 per 
cent of them are still vacant 
this year,” said Tore Ota, an 
official at the tourism 
bureau of Hakuba, western 
Nagano, the venue of 
alpine and Nordic ski 
events. 

Expected traffic conges- 
tion and strict restrictions 
on routes to venues appears 
to be discouraging many 
skiers from visiting, 
although several slopes 
will remain open to the 
public during the 16-day 
Winter Games which begin 
on February 7. 

“For some hotel owners 
the situation is very seri- 
ous.” he said, adding that 
many hotels counted on 
individual visitors since 
only a limited number of 
.hotels will be occupied by 
Olympic officials. 

“The . Olympics should 
bring a lot of cash to the 
city but the Games appear 
also to have negative side 
effects which m are larger 
than we expected,” he said. 

Tosuke Nishi, chairman 
of the tourism association 
at Shiga Kogen, another 
Olympic venue, said: “We 
have plenty of rooms avail- 
able despite having mount- 
ed a campaign to invite 
skiers from across the 
nation" 

,r . said . jqtgiy. ^.qplfc . 
planned to go to- other ski • 
resorts as they mistakenly 
believed all accommoda- , 
tion had been filled by 
Olympic officials, or that 
pleasure skiers cannot ski 
in Nagano during the 
Games. 

Nagano, which relies 
heavily on ski business, 
had hoped the Olympics 
would revive the declining 
industry. 

Last year, a total of 
2,008,000 people visited 
Hakuba, down 15 per cent 
from the previous year, the 
fourth annual decline. 

• But the Nagano Research 
Institute has now forecast 
losses to the ski business 
industry could reach 10 bil- 
lion yen ($77 million). 

“February should be the 
busiest time of year. But we 
may have a severe winter 
as half of the rooms are still 
empty” a 49-year-old 
tourist-home owner ar 
Hakuba said. 

“We are unlikely to 
receive any benefit from 
the Olympics,” the owner 
said. 

In Nozawa Onsen, north- 
ern Nagano, business con- 
ditions are even more seri- 
ous. Two of the 10 ski lifts 
will be closed during the 
biathlon competition due to 
Japan’s strict gun regula- 
tions. 

“It will cause great dam- 
age to us, but we cannot 
help it,” said an official of 
the village hall’s Olympic 
bureau. 

In an effort to protect the 
local hotel industry, the 
Nagano Ski Association 
has already decided not to 
host any World Cup Alpine 
or Nordic events for the 
following two seasons, 
officials said. 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL5W9238 
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A Japanese soldier shovels snow in front of the Olympic rings in Hakuba February 3. : ' 

Hundreds of soldiers and volunteers are helping to make final preparations Tor the 

XVIII Winter Olympic Games which will start on February 7 (Renters pboto) - n - : ,;I: r .' ‘ pj 
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Czech Republic's four man bobsleigh team speed down the Spiral track during a .< 
practice run in Nagano February 3, Nagano will host the Win Winter Olympics 
starting February 7 and running through February 22 (Reuters photo) 
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World champion Elvis Stojko of Canada practices for the Nagano Olympic Gaines - £ 
men's singles figure skating competiton at the White Ring in Nagano, central Japan l .. . 
(Reuters photo) ^ 
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I he , X !y™ Wblter Olympic mascot Snowlets parade before a crowd at Nagano’s : 
Zenkoji Temple before the start of a bean throwing festival February 3. Thousands of i 
shrines and temples throughout Japan held similar festivals today as locals welcomed ; 
the first day of spring. The X. V LU Winter Olympic games open in this central ‘ 
Japanese a ty on February 7 (Reuters photo) ; 
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An niv ersi 


TEL 079 33430 


TELO?9 33430 


PHILADELPHIA 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 


GALLERIA 


Hiflham Yanes Theatre 
TEL: 625355 


speii; 


Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond 


PINOCCfflO 


SPEED 2 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30,3:30 


Adel Imam SYusra ... in 

WSALABLAALWALI 


ABDOUN 

Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 


ABDOUN • 


HOME ALONE 3 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DDES 


THE PEACEMAKER 


GEORGE OF THE 
JUNGLE 


(ARABIO 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 5:00 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30 
8:30, 10:30. 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 


ns 50th , 
. r ° s Perit 
Lan ka a s 
May | 


For reservations call: 640135. 625155 
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NBA 


Washington 

Cleveland 

Miami 

phoenix 

Dallas 

Chicago 

NEEL 

NY Islanders 

New Jersey 

Buffalo 

Dallas 

Edmonton 

Colorado 

Ny Rangers 


113 

109 

90 

106 

104 

111 


Spanish first division 
Real Madrid I 


Detroit 

Minnesota 

Atlanta 

Philadelphia 

Vancouver 

Denver 


Pittsburgh 
Ottawa 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Los Angeles 
Vancouver 
San Jose 


Valencia 


101 

99 

S3 

97 

90 

72 


Scottish Cup 

Third Round Replay 

Albion 0 Livingston 

(Albion win 6-5 on penalties) 

League Premier Division 

Celtic 3 Aberdeen 


0 act 


Greek Championship 
A£K Athens l 
Marseille ATP Tour 


Olympiakos 0 


Marc-Kevin Goellner (Gerj bt Andrea Gaudenzi flta) 
7/6,6 n 

Albert Portas (Spa x7) bt Alex Lopez-Moron (Spa) 
6/3, 6/3 

Magnus Gustufsson (Swe) bt Johan Van Herck iBel) 
6-7 (7/1). 6-4, 

6-2 

Sebastien Grosjean /Frtu be Jeft'Taranuo (USA) 

6-3, 6-4 




Henman’s slump 
continues 


^SPLIT (AFP) — 
/'Henman’s disastrous 
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Tim 
run 

since reaching the Sydney 
final last month continued 
here on Monday when he 
crashed out in the first-round 
of the S3 75.000 ATP tourna- 
ment to fast-improving 21- 
vear-old German player 
Rainer Schuttler. 

The dual-seeded British 
player, who is ranked 18 in 
the world and who lost in the 
first-round of the Australian 
Open, went down 6-3, 1-6, 6- 
3 to his !15ih-ranked oppo- 
nent from Bad Hamburg. 
Henman had been hoping for 
a good run in Zagreb to erase 
the memory of his five-set 
loss to Frenchman Jerome 
Golmard in Melbourne 
when, in his own words, he 
played some of the "worst 
tennis" ' of his career. 

But he failed to raise his 
game against Schuttler who 
was not ran ked in the world 
iop-300 twelve months ago. 

In other first-round match- 
es, second-seed and home 
favourite Goran Ivanisevic 
put his recent injuries and 
poor form behind him, saved 
a sei point in the opening sei, 
. and notched up a straight-sets 
i ". i n7 ^ 7-6 (8/6). 6-4 win over anoth- 
er German David Prinosil. 

The other seeds on duty 
also won their matches — - 
fourth-seeded Andrei 

Medvedev of the Ukraine 


coming back after dropping 
the first set to defeat Spaniard 
Alex Calatruva 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 
(11/9), 6-3. and seventh-seed 
Jiri Novak of the Czech 
Republic putting out Jens 
Knippschild of Germany 6-3, 
6-7 (7/9). 7-5. 

British No. 1 Greg 
Rusedski, who is the top- 
seed in Zagreb, faces a first- 
round meeting against Italy's 
world No. 81 Gianluca Pozzi. 


Grand 
Slam Cup 
welcomes 
women 
for 

first time 


MUNICH (AFP) — 
Women will take part 
in the Grand Slam 
Cup for the First time 
this autumn, organis- 
ers confirmed on 
Tuesday. 

The eight best per- 
formers in the year’s 
Grand Slam events 
will take part in rhe 
event from 

September 29 to 
October 4 with 
$800,000 at stake for 
the winner. 

In turn the men’s 
event, held since 
1990, will be reduced 
to 12 entrants from 
16 last year, with the 
winner receiving $1.3 
million. 

“We have always 
had the ambition to 
make the Grand Slam 
Cup a tournamenr for 
both the men and the 
women,” said tourna- 
ment director Bill 
Dennis. 

It was also con- 
firmed on Tuesday 
that the tournament 
will remain in 
Munich until 2001. 
At last year’s event 
there had been talk of 
a switch to Asia after 
1999. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Real Madrid throw away chance 

MADRID (AFP) — Real Madrid failed to take their 
chance to recapture the leadership of the Spanish first 
division here Monday when they were beaten 2-1 at home 
by Valencia. Real, one point behind pacesetter*. 
Barcelona, never recovered after the visitors took a shock 
2-0 lead after just 17 minutes — thanks to a penalty from 
Mendieta and a goal from Hie. Croat frontrunner Davor 
Suker pulled one back for Real with a 6Sth minute penal- 
ty but the home side were never able to get on top. It was 
only a ninth win in 21 league matches for Valencia. 

Celtic storm back 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Celtic proved their Premier divi- 
sion title mettle by clinching a 3-1 victory over Aberdeen 
at Purkhead after going behind to an early goal. The vic- 
tory puts Wim Jansen's men into a three-way tie at the top 
of the table on 48 poin is with Rangers and Hearts. 
Aberdeen opened the scoring after just n ine minutes 
when David Rowson’s ambitious drive benefited from a 
touch by Alan Stubbs which wrongfooted goalkeeper 
Jonathan Gould. But Celtic played their way back into the 
match with Morten Wieghorst launching their fightback 
after 22 minutes. Henrik Lursson then found time and 
space in the Dons' area to punish hesitant defending with 
a firm header to move Ceiric ahead after 35 minutes. 
Celtic stayed in charge and they sealed the match thanks 
to substitutes Simon Donnelly and Darren Jackson who 
combined superbly with the latter hooking the ball into 
the roof of the net from close range after Donnelly’s left 
wing cross. 

Grosjean delights home fans 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Local player Sebastien Grosjean 
followed up his junior title triumph at the Australian Open 
by winning his first-round match against American Jeff 
Tarango at the S539.250 ATP event here Monday. 
Grosjean. ranked 145th, scored a 6-3. 6-4 win over the 
58rh-ranked France-based American who was involved in 
several protests with the umpire over line decisions In the 
day’s other matches seventh-seed Albert Portas of Spain 
beat compatriot Alex Lopez-Moron 6-3, 6-3, Marc-Kevin 
Goellner of Germany saw off Andrea Gaudenzi of Italy 7- 
6 (7/3), 6-2, and Sweden's Magnus Gustafsson defeated 
Johan Van Herck of Belgium 6-7 (7/1 ). 6-4. 6-2. 

Muster rules out Davis Cup play 

VIENNA (AFP) — Thomas Muster has ruled out playing 
in Austria's Davis Cup match against Israel in Tel Aviv in 
April, saying he needs to play on clay and concentrate on 
improving his world ranking. Muster, whose ranking has 
sunk to 1 5th in the world after a series of poor results, said 
he would not be available for the Euro-Africa zone match 
from April 3-5. “Because of the teirible situation with my 
ATP Tour points. 1 am forced to concentrate on getting 
ready for the big clay court tournaments,” Musier said. 
The israel-Ausiria march is scheduled to be played on a 
hardcourt surface. 


Maleeva upsets Huber 
in Toray Pan Pacific Open 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Magdalena Maleeva 
stormed back from match 
point down to beat sixth 
seed Anke Huber of 
Germany on the opening 
day of the Toray Pan Pacific 
Open lennis tournament on 
Tuesday. 

The 22-year-old 

Bulgarian was one set and 
5-6, 30-40 down in the 1 1th 
game when she fired a time- 
ly ace (O save it before stag- 
ing a remarkable comeback 
victory 3-6, 7-6 (7/4). 6-1. 

Fifth-seeded Irina Spirlea 
of Romania powered past 
Park Sung-Hee of South 
Korea 7-5, 6-0, while 
Japan's ace Ai Sugiyama, 
eighth seed, overcame a 
slow start to beat Kerry- 
Anne Guse of Australia 7-6 
(7/3), 6-0. 

'■Nothing” said Maleeva 
when she was asked how 
she felt when match point 
down. "1 don’t remember. I 
just tried to stay positive. I 
tried to think of just another 
point.” 

A frustrated Huber, 
ranked 1 3th against 
Maleeva's 31st, seemed to 
lose her nerve after missing 
the match point and threw 
her racket several times 
when she made an error in 
the crucial tie-breaker. 

Huber lost a 3-0 lead in 
the tie-breaker. 

Maleeva and Huber kept 
their serves to 1-1 in the 
decider, but the spirited 
Bulgarian narrowly won ail 
the following close games 
to secure a berth in the sec- 
ond round. 

“I knew 1 don't have very 
much confidence, because I 
haven’t played very well, 
but as the match went on, I 
could see what my same 
looks like when I play 
well,” said Maleeva, who 
was once ranked fourth two 
years ago. 

Maleeva, yet to win a title 
since October 1995 at 
Oakland, said her ranking 
went down because she had 
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New Tel. No. 

5 692 696 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments 

Two bedrooms and three bedrooms. 

C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

(10 Abdul Haieem Ai Ntmr Street) 

Tel.: 667862 - 079/50504 
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PH TfiCO INTERNATIONAL 

TeL 962-6-640420 / 640420 / 649910 - Fax 962-6-640417 

J - I I ^ 1 ^ Lj 

CfiPR! Trawl & Tourism. Carpo 

Sri Lanka which celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary of indepedence on the 04th of 
February 1998 has gone through many good and 
bad spells. I sincerely hope that with the advent of 
the 50th Anniversary of Independent, Peace and 
Prosperity will prevail at all levels and restore Sri 

Lanka as a resplendent Isle. 

May I also take this opportunity to wish the 

Organizers of these Celebrations in the Kingdom 
of Jordan, all success in their efforts to celebrate. 

this occasion. q.a.kannangara 

Chairman 


Invitation for Pre-Qualification of Contractors 
For the Construction of 
Integrated Development Project 
for the Southern Ghors 

The Government of Jordan had the final design and tender documents prepared for 
the works fisted befow. ft has secured funds from the Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development towards the finance of construction and supervision of these 
works. The three dams listed are to be constructed of Roller Compacted Concrete 
(RCC) with the properties as described:- 

• Wala Dam, 49m high, 300m long, 9.3MCM storage capacity, and estimated roller 
compacted concrete volume 1 85,000m 3 . 

• Mujib Dam, 62m high, 660m long, 35MCM storage capacity, and estimated roller 
compacted concrete volume 750,000m 3 . 

• Tannur Dam, 69m high, 240m long, 16.8MCM storage capacity, and estimated 
roller compacted concrete volume 260,000m 3 . 

• Diversion weir at Mujib, with a 1.3 kms long tunnel, the southern conveyor 73.5 
km long, northern conveyor 28 km long, and irrigation infrastructure for 1 1 ,862 
dunums. 

it is anticipated that the construction of the project will be divided into five 
separate contracts; 

1 . Construction of Wala Dam. 

2. Construction of Tannur Dam. 

3. Construction of Mujib Dam. 

4. Construction of Mujib Weir and Conveyors. 

5. Construction of Irrigation Infrastructure. 

The Contract Documents and all correspondence related to the contract will be in the 
English language. 

Applications for pre-qualification are invited from International Contractors in 
association with Jordanian Contractors classified by the Government Tenders 
Directorate (G.T.D.) as Fret and Second Grade in the field oh 

a) Water and Sewerage or Roads or Concrete/Bridges & Culverts for Contracts 1,2,3 
and 4. 

b) Water and Sewerage for Contract No. 5. 

The international Contractor does not have to include the name of his local associate 
at the time of pre-qualification, however, the pre-qualification document should include 
a statement by the International contractor to confirm his commitment to enter into an 
association at the tender stage with a local contractor, having the same classification 
stated above, and to submit the association agreement, 

international Contractors willing to participate in pre-qualification for the above project 
are invited to collect the pre-qualification documents in accordance with the following 
terms: 

i: The share of local contractors shall be at lest 25% of the total contract value. 

2. All given information must be correct and accurate. 

3. The International Contractors shall comply with the law of the Jordanian 
Engineering Association and Jordanian Contractors Association regarding 
registration. 

The documents can be purchased for the following non-refundable fee: 

JD150 for the pre-qualification document of “Wala and Tannur Dams" (one 
combined document). 

JD150 for the pre-qualification document of “Mujib Dam." 

JD150 for pre-qualification document of “Mujib Weir. Tunnel, Conveyors, and 
irrigation Infrastructure." 

The deadline set for the purchase of pre-qualification document shall be on 
February 10th, 1998. 

The pre-quafification proposals shall be submitted to the Jordan Valtey Authority 
(address below) not later than 13:00 hours (local time) on March 15th, 1998. 
A ddress Jordan Valley Authority - 

Secretary General 
Dr. Dureid Mahasneh 


Special Committee tor 
the Mujib and 

Southern Ghors Project Address: 
P.O. Box 2769, Amman - Jordan 
Fax: 962-6-5689916 
Tel.: 962-6-5689-400 
Tel.: 962-6-5689-464 



Anke Huber 

"a lor of back problems" 
and then she fractured her 
left wrist last year. 

“But i have been working 
as hard as I ever had. I did" 
n'r work so hard when I was 
in the top 10. 1 hope I cun go 
back to top 20 first and then 
top 10 this year. Bur I'll take 
each match and I’m really 
happy I won today,” she 
said. 

Meanwhile, Croatian 
teenage sensation Mirjana 
Lucic~ tailed to dear the first 
hurdle as the 15-year-old 
Australian Open double* 
champion crashed to Elena 
Likhoviseva of Russia 1-6, 
2 - 6 . 

Japan's wild card entrants 
Miho Saeki defeated Magui 
Serna of Spain 3-6, 6-3. 6-3. 
and Yuka Yoshida edged 
past Magdalena 

Grzybowska of Poland 4-6, 
7-6i7/4), 6-4. 


Rita Grande of Italy 
downed Kristie Boogert of 
the Netherlands 3-6. 6-1.6- 
4. wwhile Chinese qualifier 
Li Fang knocked out 
Thailand's Taman ne 

Tanasugum b-l. 6-3 in a 
battle of the two countries' 
top players. 
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i Tours 

Tour Operator 

Discover Jordan 
\vith our daily tour ^ j 

( Hotel reservation 
Airline Ticket 
around the world ) 


jFoi 


For more information please 
call us at Tel: 5519349*, 



Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co., Ltd. 

Announces the invitation to 
Tender No. 6F/98 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 6F/98 
for the supply of: 

(Empty paper bags for ALF3) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman Supply Department until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 19th February, 1998. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD30 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Saturday 28th February, 1998. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


EXCEPTIONAL VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in a quiet and superior residential area. 
Unfurnished. Dining/sitting room, family room with 
fireplace opening onto well-planned kitchen/breakfast 
area, five bedrooms with ensuite bathrooms, guest 
washroom, finished basement, attic, beautiful patio 
and garden, telephone. Annual lease, or possible sub- 
let April-August 1998. Serious enquiries: 

Tel.: 864154 (07:30-15:00) or 5411044 (15:30-20:00) 


FOR SALE 

Jeep Cherokee sport utility. 

Full power, full options, 
gold metallic colour. 1995 USA Tag. 

For inspection and more details call . 
Al-Fares Trading Tel.: 5621326 


Save the Children is recruiting for the position of 

PROGRAMME MANAGER 

This is one of the top senior level management 
positions within the office. The responsibilities of this 
position include assisting in strategic planning and 
taking the lead role in programme development. This 
position is also responsible for implementation of 
multiple programmes in both the Education and Health 
sectors as well as the management of multiple layers 
of programme staff. Other responsibilities include 
programme representation with donors, proposal 
preparation, and all office reporting. 

Applicants should have 3-5 years community 
development experience in a management position as 
well as excellent verbal and written communication 
skills in both English and Arabic. An ability to 
strategise with strong planning and organisational 
skills is essential. Basic computer skills are also quite 
important. Demonstrated personnel 
development/training experience also a plus. 

Interested candidates should send their 
CV by fax to: 612902 or P.O. Box 9363, 
Amman 11191, Jordan. 

CVs received after February 8, 1998 will 
not be considered. 
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i2 N ews 


GENDER APARTHEID: A woman doctor from Afghanistan, veiled in a traditional 
burka, speaks Tuesday at the Breydel building during a news conference with 
European Commissioner for Hum anitarian Affair s, Emma Bonino (right) and 
European Commissioner for Justice and Home Affairs, Anita Giadin deft). The doc- 
tor; asking not to be identified for security reasons, said die repression against women 
by the purist Taleban regime is anti-Islamic. A group of 50 prominent women, dedi- 
cating the forthcoming International Women's Day to the women in Af ghanis tan, 
urged the international community to step up pressure for an end to the 'gender 
apartheid' installed by the Taleban regime (Reuters photo) 


Israel demolishes Arab home 


in front of parliament deputies 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
Israeli army destroyed the 
home of a Palestinian near the 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
Tuesday while a tour of Israeli 
parliament deputies looked on. 

A bulldozer, accompanied by 
Israeli troops, demolished the 
unfinished three-room home 
belonging to Ali Samhan, 
located near a road leading to a 
Jewish settlement outside the 
village of Ras Karkar; witness- 
es said. 

A group of Israeli parliament 
deputies happened to be at the 


site as they took a tour of 
Jewish settlements in the 
Ramallah area organised by 
the Palestinian information 


ministry. 

A large crowd of Palestinians 
gathered during the demolition 
and a woman from die 
Samhan family shouted at the 
soldiers and the parliament 
deputies, but no disturbances 
took place. 

The parliament deputies, 
most of them from left-wing 
opposition parties, made no 
comment about the house 


demolition to journalists 
accompanying the tour. 

The Israeli army frequently 
demolishes Palestinian homes 
which have been built without 
receiving permits from West 
Bank occupation authorities. 

But Palestinians complain 
the authorities rarely grant the 
permits and accuse Israel of 
using house demolitions to 
reduce Arab populations in the 
70 per cent of the West Bank 
still under complete Israeli 
control. 


Palestinian dies after beating 
in PNA custody — rights group 


HEBRON (AFP) — A human 
rights group accused 
Palestinian police Tuesday of 
he ating to death a Palestinian 
who died overnight under 
mysterious circumstances 
while in police custody. 

But the office of die chief of 
police in the West Bank town 
of Hebron denied Nasser A1 
Hurub, 20, had been beaten, 
saying he committed suicide in 
the police station by . “stran- 
gling himself with his 
shoelaces.” 

The rights -groups the 
Prisoners’ Club said Hqhib 
was “detained by the ' police 
criminal investigations divi- 
sion during which be was 
attacked and suffered severe 
haemotrhaging from the nose 
and ears." 

“We demand an investiga- 


tion into his death and the pun- 
ishment and trial of those offi- 
cials responsible," said the 
Bethlehem-based group, 
which deals with prisoners' 
rights, in a statement received 
by AFP. 

An aide to the Hebron police 
chief denied Humb had been 
beaten, saying be committed 
suicide after being called into 
for questioning on “a criminal 
case” by police in the village of 
Dura, outside Hebron. 

Hurub “was left alone in a 
room to write an affidavit and 
when police returned to the 
zoom they found be bad stran- 
gled himself with his 
shoelaces," the aide, who 
asked not to be named, told 
AFP. 

The aide would not specify 
the charges for which Hurub 


had been called in for question- 
ing, saying only that Hurub, a 
resident of the nearby village 
of Deir Samet, had a criminal 
record. 

Humb' s body was taken to a 
hospital in Bethlehem for an 
autopsy, hospital sources said. 

Hurub becomes the 19th per- 
son to die while in the custody 
of Palestinian security services 
since the creation of the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) in 1994. Seven people 
died in 1997, according to 
human rights groups. 

Human rights groups have 
said some of the deaths were 
due to torture or police brutali- 
ty and have accused the PNA 
of not properly investigating 
the causes of death or punish- 
ing security agents. 


Cabalist rabbi to mobilise angels against 
Saddam, ward off incoming rockets 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
leading rabbinical mystic 
plans to hold a special 
prayer in Tel Aviv calling on 
the angels to protect Israel 
from an eventual missile 
attackfrom Iraq, the rabbi's 
son said on Tuesday. 

Rabbi David Batzri, a spe- 
cialist in the cabala system 
of Jewish mysticism, will 
hold the ceremony in (be- 
coming days, Moshe Batzri 
told Israel Radio. 

“My father will go to Tel 
Aviv to hold special prayers 
calling on the angels to pro- 


tect Israel if it is attacked by 
Saddam Hussein,” he said, 
referring to the Iraqi presi- 
dent. 

“In the meantime, people 
must pray once a day and 
perform good acts” to ward 
off Iraqi hostility, he said. 

The Maariv newspaper 
said Rabbi Batzri also 
planned, if Iraq fired mis- 
siles at Israel, to fly around 
Israel seven times in a heli- 
copter to deflect the rockets. 

Irpq fired 39 missiles on 
Israel during the 1991 Gulf 
war. killing two persons and 


wounding hundreds. 

.. The government has initi- 
ated precautionary mea- 
sures in case Iraq fires more 
missiles in the event that the 
United States carries 
through on threats to attack 
Baghdad if it persists in bar- 
ring U.N. inspectors from 
sites suspected of hiding 
illegal weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Moiriecbai said on Tuesday 
ihat the likelihood of an 
Iraqi attack was “very 
small." 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 4,1998 i 



Richardson is four-for-four in lining up 


Council support for action against Iraq 


NAIROBI (AP) — Bfll 
Richardson, the American 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, won support Tuesday 
from a critical African man her 
of the UN. Security Council 
for a possible military strike oo 
Iraq. 

Me Richardson, oo a tour to 
visit eight of the 14 other 
Security Council members, 
said Kenyan Resident Daniel 
Arap Moi supported the 
American position of diploma- 
cy with Iraq backed by strong 
military pressure. 

“We're four-for-four” he 
said after leaving the presiden- 
tial mansion. 

D uring a trip that began 
Friday in Stockholm, Me 
R ichardson said he had won 
the backing of ■ Security 
Council members Sweden, 
Slovenia. Portugal and Kenya. 
Next step is Gabon, followed 
by Gambia, Brazil and Costa 
Rica. 

Kenya’s backing, be said, “is 
particularly important because 
Kenya is a member of the non- 
aligned group at the United 
Nations, and Kenya is viewed 
as a leader in Africa. It is 
important we get its support for 
our initiatives." 

Mr. Richardson and his aides 
gave President Moi a thorough 


briefing on the situation in Iraq, 
both on the weapons of mass 
destruction in the hands of Iraq 
and military details of the 
potential military .strike, on Iraqi 
targets. 

“So fin; we have solidified 
our base of support,” the 
ambassador said of his tour, 
important for follow-up initia- 
tives at the Security Council. 

‘It’s a good investment in 
retail politics and diplomacy." 

According to the American 
envoy. President Moi was con- 
cerned about whether the mili- 
tary option could succeed 
The question of what the 
next step would be if air strikes 
fail to bring President Hussein 
to his knees has not been dear- 
ly spelled out by Washington. 
Mr. Richardson, for one, refus- 
es go answer the question 
The nexi stop on the tour is 
also important because Gabon 
takes over the presidency of the 
Security Council in February. 

Gabon frequently follows 
suit with the French, who have 
been opposed to any military 
action, though their position 
seems to have softened lately. 
Brazil has shown a certain 
independence on the Security 
GounciL Costa Rica has indi- 
cated concern about a military 
operation 


IOC fears U.S. may 
break Olympic Truce 


NAGANO (AFP) — The pos- 
sibility of U.S. mrstrikes 
against Iraq during the Winter 
Olympics which start here 
Saturday is causing concern 
within the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). 
There is some concern among 
the IOC and the members of 
the Olympic Family gathered 
in Nagano that the Olympic 
Truce will not be fully respect- 
ed as in the Lil le ham me r 
Games," said Fekrou Kidane,- 
who lobbied for the truce on 
behalf of the IOC and Nagano 
Olympic organisers. 

IOC General Secretary 
Francois Canard refused to 
comment on the possibility 
that IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch would be 
in contact with President Bill 
Clinton. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said Monday 
in Washington he was not 
aware of any U.S. policy that 
called for delaying a possible 
attack on Iraq until after the 
Games. 


But Mr. Canard stressed that 
the U.S. had signed and joined 
up with the Olympic Trace 
which was proposed by Japan 
and adopted unanimously by 
the UN. General Assembly 
last November 
Mr. Canard added: “We 
hope the truce will be respect- 
ed. It is a highly symbolic ges- 
ture. There is hope that maybe 
the Olympic TYuce will 
become reality.” Eishiro Saito. 
president of the Games’ organ- 
ising committee, also 
expressed his concern. 

“It is my earnest hope that 
the Nagano Games can act as a 
catalyst in enlargin g the circle 
of people who work to ensure a 

durable peace,” said Mr. Saito. 

The idea of an Olympic 
Truce was revived few the 1994 
Winter Games in T .illehammer 
during the Bosnian conflict 
and a gain ibr the Centennial 
Games of 1996 in Atlanta. 

Under die truce, the U.N. 
rails for a halt of hostilities 
around the world during the 
Olympic Games. 


New U.S. ‘bunker busting’ bombs explode 
underground to destroy buried targets 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. military has a new 
famil y of “bunker busting" 
bombs to choose from if it 
decides to strike Iraq’s under- 
gound command posts or 
buried caches of weapons of 
mass destruction, officials say. 

Faced with deeply buried 
bunkers during the 1991 Gulf 
wan the U.S. Air Force 
launched a crash programme 
to develop bombs able to pen- 
etrate the earth and detonate 
underground. 

Since then, UJS. air force 
engineers have developed a 
van ay of warheads and'fases 
designed to get at buried targets 
with greater precision. 

The most powerful is BLU- 
1 13. a penetrating warhead that 
saw action at the end of the 
Gulf war. It rides a 5,000 
pound laser-guided bomb 
dropped by a F-15E fighter. 

The latest is called the 
Advanced Unitary Penetrator 
(AUP), a warhead for a 2.000 
pound bomb that will plow 
twice as far through dirt and 
reinforced concrete as any 
existing bomb of that size, U.S. 
air force officials say. 

How deep these bombs go 
before blowing up is secret 
however. 

Frank Robbins, the U-S. air 
force official in charge of 
developing precision strike 
weapons, would say only, "we 
can penetrate to great depths 
now." 

“We have been improving 
our ability to go deeper and to 
sense where we are race we go 
to larger depth." he said in a 
telephone interview from Eglin 
Air Force Base in Florida. 

“The vast majority of mili- 
tary targets are not at great 
depths, but there may be select- 
ed targets that are beyond the 
reach of our penetraiors,” he 
said. 


Mr. Robbins said the AUP 
warhead "is fresh out of devel- 
opment We produced more 
than we needed in case they 
were needed operationally." 

The AUP can go on any of 
die US. air force's 2,000 
pound bombs, which gives 
commanders a broader choice 
of ways to deliver it 

It can be used with the 
AGM-I30, an air-to-surfaoe 
missile that can be fired from 
an F-15E strike fighter and 
guided to a target up to 40 nau- 
tical miles away with either 
infrared or television guidance 
systems. ■■■ 

Laser guided bombs dropped 
by F-l 17 Stealth fighters, F-16 
fighters and F-l 5s also can 
cany the new warhead. 

Besides the AUP, die UJS. air 
force has the BLU-109. anoth- 
er penetrating warhead 
designai for use with 2,000 
pound bombs. 

“In addition to needing to 
penetrate to a certain depth, 
you need to be able to have [the 
bomb] go off when you reach 
dial depth. So we have two 
new fuses in our inventory,” 
said Me Robbins. 

The most innovative is the 
hard target smart fuse, which 
Me Robbins said has been 
through "significant develop- 
ment tests" and is being read- 
ied for full production. Extras 
were built in case they were 
needed for military operations. 

Besides detonating the war- 
head below ground said Mr. 
Robbins, “it will also let you 
count how many rooms you’ve 
gone through so you can have 
it go off in die first room, the 
second room, or the third 


Exiles: Hussein has nuclear 
proof underground hideout 


PARIS (AFP) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein has 
a vast subterranean bomb shel- 
ter. a nuclear-proof “mini-city" 
where he could hide for months 
from a UJS. attack with no out- 
side help. Iraqi exiles in Europe 
said Tuesday. 

These exiles, once close to 
the Iraqi leader, told AFP the 
giant shelter was designed by 
dien-East German engineers 
and built during the" 1980s 
when Iraq was at war with Iran. 

They said President Hussein 
had always been fascinated 
with underground shelters, and 
that the weapons of mass 
destruction currently the object 
of UN. weapons inspectors 
were undoubtedly hidden 
beneath ground. 

‘The Americans can search 
for the weapons of mass 
destruction all they want, they 
won't find them because they, 
also, are buried.” said these 


sources. 

The sources said the sonar 
scanners used by UN. 
weapons inspectors in 1993 to 
locate President Hussein’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
had found nothing because the 
weapons were buried too deep. 

“These scanners can only 


detect arms to a depth of 10 
metres [33 feet], and Saddam 
knows it," they said. “They 
need a more advanced system 
to find Saddam's arsenal." 

They said that although 
German engineers had 
designed the Iraqi president’s 
underground bomb shelter; it 
had been built exclusively by 
Iraqis to Keep the exact location 
asecret. 

The " fate " of the 'builders 
remains uncertain, they sakL 

The Iraqi exiles described the 
bomb shelter as a veritable 
palace, equipped to withstand 
nuclear attack, in which 
President Hussein and his 
immediate family could live in 
total comfort for months. 

“The shelter has everything, 
even a gymnasium with sauna 
and a ‘patio’ complete with 
artificial plants to provide 
Saddam the illusion that he is 
taking the air in his garden," 
they said. 

The shelter is powered by its 
own underground electricity 
generating plant and equipped 
with a sophisticated telephone 
system, they said, adding the 
facility was so vast that it had to 
be equipped in the 1990s with 
electric cars for getting around 


room. 

“That becomes important 
when we’re to look at certain 
target scenarios. It might be a 
room three stories down that 
would house the most criticial 


military target, so we’re able to 
detonate the munition at that 
depth," he said 
Already in production is 
another fuse called the Joint 
Programmable Fuse, built to 
survive the impact of hitting 
the earth from the highest altn 
tude. Mr. Robbins said it 
showed “unprecedented relia- 
bility" in tests, has gone into 
production and is available to 
the U.S. military. 


To deal with the problem of 
attacking underground chemi- 
cal or biological weapons 
caches, the U.S. air force has 
come up with an incendiary 
bomb coupled with a penetrat- 
ing warhead 

Exploded underground the 
incendiary bomb would gener- 
ate intense beat to bum up the 
chemicals or biological agents 
released by the blast, according 
to Mr. Robbins. 


Over 10 killed 
in Italy air 
accident 


TRENTO (AP) — A U.S. 
marine plane Tuesday severed 
a cable car line in northern 
Italy, a U.S. military 
spokesman said The car 
plunged to the earth and at 
least 10 people were killed, 
police said The accident 
occurred at a ski resort in Val 
Di Fassa area of the Dolomite 
mountains near Trento. The 
cable car, which travels from 
the town of Cavalese to the top 
of Cerniis mountain, the site of 
a popular ski resort, has a 
capacity of about 40 people. 
At least nine passengers and 
the car’s operator were killed 
when it fell 80-100 metres, 
said a paramilitary police offi- 
cer in Cavalese who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

He said the plane returned 
safely. The EA-6B is a surveil- 
lance craft and carries a crew 
of four. 


Algerian military want to take 


former PM to court — report 


Brahimi, who accused Algeria’s military 


of civilian massacres, to face same charge 


ALGIERS (AFP) . — 
Algeria’s influential armed 
forces want to take former 
Prime Minister Aldul 
Hamid Brahimi to court for 
his alleged responsibility in 
civilian massacres, an 
Algiers newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
said a case against Mr. 
Brahimi — who lives in 
exile in London — was 
being drawn up by military 
headquarters to determine 
exaedy what charges could 
be pressed against him. 

But a decision has yet to 
be taken on whether the 
matter will actually go to 
court, the newspaper said, 
quoting a source close to the 
defence ministry. 


Mr. Brahimi was prime 
minister under President 
Chadli Benjedid from 
January 1984 until his dis- 
missal in November 1988 in 
the wake of bloody riots 
provoked by spiralling 
prices. 

He has been in exile in 
Britain since the military in 
1992 cancelled elections ■ 
that the now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) looked set to win. 

In interviews with Arabic- 
language media, including 
satellite television channels 
that can be seen in Algeria, 
Mr. Brahimi accused the 
military of carrying out 
massacres at home and a 
1994-95 bombing wave in 
France. 


Both have been blamed on 
extremist groups. 

Testifying before a British 
parliamentary committee on 
Jan. 22, Mr. Brahimi said 
“terror is organised by the 
state” and that the Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) — 
blamed for much of the 
recent killing in Algeria — 
was “a part of the govern- 
ment." 

“It is the military security 
who organised the bomb- 
ings [in France] in [994 and 
1995,” he said. 

Though Algeria now for- 
mally has an elected regime 
under President Liamine 
Zeroual, Western diplomats 
say the military retain great 
influence over the state. 



Anwar under police 
guard after ‘bango’ 
was found in car 


CAIRO (AFP) — A popular 
Egyptian actress recovering 
from a road accident was 
placed under police guard in 
the hospital after authorities 
allegedly found marijuana b 
her car, court officials said, 
Samah Anwar. 33, emesged 
from intensive care at a Cairo 
hospital on .Sunday and was 
served notice that she was 
under hospital arrest because 
“bongo” (marijuana) hal 
been found in her can On 
Saturday the actress smashed 
her car against an electricity 
pykm in northern Cairo as she 
drove to a party. Police later 
found 580 grammes ctf 
“bango” in the actress’ 
smashed up car. legal sources 
said 


Queen Mother has 
champagne smuggled 
into hospital — report 9 


LONDON (AFP) ' ^ 
Britain’s Queen Motto 
arranged to have a case of 
vintage Krug champagne 
smuggled into tire hospital 
where she is recovering from 
a hip replacement operation. 
The case of 12 bottles — 
$160 a bottle — - was takes, 
by her private chef into 
London's King Edward VH 
hospital disguised as a food 
parcel. The Daily Star said 
Tuesday. The Queen Motto 
had beat told she would haw 
to give up alcohol for tun 
weeks, but after a week of 
abstinence, a “royal insider" 
quoted by the Stan said “sheJ 
was getting bored rigid and is*' 
desperate to get out of hospi- 
tal and start enjoying life 
again. British newspapers had 
speculated on how long tie 
97-year-old, a keen gin 
drinker, would be able to 
refrain from alcohol. 


Spanish crown prince 
wants ‘love match 7 


MADRID (AFP) — Prince 
Felipe de Borbou,beirtothe 
Spanish throne, wants his 
marriage to be a ‘love 
match.” be said in a television 
interview. He said his mar- 
riage would be the result of “a 
relationship based on love, 
respect, tenderness. "Alluding 
to the keen interest of the pop- 
ular press in his sentimental 
life. Prince Felipe said: T 
kno w there are a lot of refwrfs 
about my marriage. I will juS 
have to smile and put" up wift 
them.” Asked if his bride 
would be of royal lineage or 
not, the prince replied: “I have 
already said several times that 
I did not feel obliged to 
marry" a princess. “Bui that 
does not mean that I have 
ruled out that option. 1 ' 


Tiffam-Aiuber 
Thiessen to quit 
‘Ueveriy HHJ&, 90210’ = ( 


NEW YORK (AP) - 
“Beverly Hills, 90210" star 
Tlffani- Amber Thiessen is 
moving. Thiessen, who plays 
Valerie Malone, one of the 
melodrama's nastiest charac- 
ters, has already notified 
show officials about ha - plans 
to quit, TV Guide reports in 
its Feb. 7-13 issue, ft was 
unclear why site decided to 
leave. 


Cards corae up 
trumps for all 
four players 


LONDON (AFP) — 

British card players were bop-# 
ing to get into the Guinness j 
Book of Records after eaefe i 
was dealt a perfect hand of 
whist — 13 cards aQ of the • 
same suit, media reports sarifc ■ 
Hilda Golding, 87, could not ; 
believe her eyes after she was 
dealt a complete suit of chi* j 
during the game at a local vit ! 
lage hall in southern England- ! 
Her three companions weff ' 
also dealt perfect sets 0* 
hearts, spades and diamonds' 
The odds of just one person 
getting a perfect hand at whft 
or bridge are calculated at 635 
billion to one. A Guinness 
Book of Records spokesman 
said the odds ctf four 
perfect hands 
2235, 1 97,406.895,3662$^ 
01,599,999 to I. 
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